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| FHF is about 60 ber ; 
2 and has in ber time; made a con- 
fader able Figure in Fratice, 
e ' where ber Husband was con. 
cen d in managing the Publick Revenues, 
in conſequence of which he is now under Pros Tek 
ſecution before"the Chamber of Juſtice. 
pat time this Lady left France, may be 
3 gather 'd from ber own Writings. Religion 
was what ſhe pretended: for fo doing, but 
her natural Inconſt ancy was the real Motive. 
She went to Holland with two Daughters 
and Money — 775 to have ſupported her ho. 
nourably, if the deſire of ſerving God in Spi. 
rit and in Truth, had been the ſole Cauſt of 
ber 1 b Bur her head continually run- 
* 


: «i To vaſt” Undertakings, and filled wit 
Ibu nt what I 0 of Ling ſhe 
launch'd out into ſuch profuſe Bxpence, that 
inſtead of well ſettling her Daughters, when 
they were marriagable, ſhe ruin d their Repu- 
tation, and berſelf became a Prey to ſuch as 
_ knew bow: to make Advantage. of her weak 
fide.” Her eldeſt Daughter, who is called 
Eleonora, a far. complexion d | beautiful Wo- 
Na was 9 indifferently narryd, and 
g bas. ſince found means. to rethrn-t0- her Fa- 
ch in Paris: The youngeſt, ;whom the - 
ther calls Pimpette, (inſtead of, Olympia | 
. 8 true name) if a brown. lively Woman, 
and: bas marry d's Footman, who ' pretended 
to le 4 German Count. She is ſtill at 
| 3 Hague with her. Mother, as dle a 
1 — ſhe has had by that Skam- Count, 
who is at this time a perfect Vagabond, and 
ſtroles about the Country for a 1 
_  \ Madam Du Noyer, notwithſtanding the | 
il Poture of ber Affairs, and tho ſhe is 
canine d that all the World knows pat er 
the Story, will have ber Daughter to be 
| | Call ger ber Husband's name, the Coun- 
3. ond Arber, woes 


| otherwiſe to ſubſit, i is reduced to write two 


N 
0 


þportit- 
-nity, during the Congreſs of Urrocht, tooffer 
her Compliments to all the Ambaſſadors and 


g left but about 60]. 


Houſes, the ane in the Town, and the _ 
in the Country. She, however; bas ſhewed 
ber ſelf very little concerned at alltheſe Croſſes - 


. * 
* 


tha Doge * or preſent, ſhe al. 
2 intitles ber Madam — hs 
108 n 1 Noyer, not "knowing how 


Papers weekly,whichſhe calls theQuinteſlence 
of News; this is worth her 3 00 Florins 


Dutch, per Ann. whith are paid duly bythe 
Bookſeller : And" as ſhe is very liberal of her 


Elogrums, this Paper gave her an Op 


their Ladies round ; Was 4 ra Aer able 


advantage to her. 


( all ber F Eſtate, ſhe bas nothing 
per Ann. the rent of two 


of Fortune: And indeed as fhe herſelf is the 


only Cauſe of them, ſhe would be very much 


115 wrong to let them ſower ber Temper : 


4 She has, on the contrary, rather cboſe to laugh 
itt o, and bas given ſo witty, ſo i ingenious 


an Account of ber Adventures, that it is im- 


poſſible to read them without being very much 
noed in ber behalf. There are in Mi Mic 


cellansous 
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Az lens tu j fie bene, fo full, that 


A ing ber Condition, This ſbews that ſhe: is a 
Lach of a ſuperiour Genius, let her uſe i 
ill or well: F 


i . ies yo cn 0 Ugly, be. 


Allard Weis Joie. excquiſae Th binds, 
and iam piecer of: Hiſtory; Shith owe is o 
well pleaſed with being informed of, that one 
cannot help favouring her with our good Wiſhes 
for having colleted them. Her 3 are 
wit in ſo eaſie and ſo natural a Style, that 
we paſc on from one to t other without being 
inche leaſt tired with what me read. To con- 


clude, when we look into ber Memoirs, ſhe 


s one. 


knew. her, one cou d not 


be. 


Her Manners are eaſie, ber Con- | 
ver ſation «agreeable and entertaining; and 
whatſoever Subject ſhe talks upon. be al- 


ways manages it with abundance 95 Juſtne /s. 


Fler Perſon i is not anſwerable to ber Wit; 


"4 ſhe has formerly been tolerably handſome, 8. | 


tho lom of Stature, and but indifferemly 
ſhaped, had nothing diſag reeable in ber ; but 
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N 
. is TY any in 
5 1 ſo. difficult as that of a 
1 45 Letters,. nor ay ib 
hen it 5 well perform d: There 

ve f 0 very fem Aut ee 
check 1. way, 4 that we Loge t the Publik 
will receive the preſent Colleckiam iich that 
degree: of _ Favour which they deſerve, ſince 
Carry with them enough to merit their 
gem, and contribute to their Pleaſure and 
Tnſtruftion. They have that eaſie Neglig ence 
Stile which is ali required in Ler- 
| ters; 3 the Thoughts are free, gay, and well- 
turn d; the A more from the Heart 
than the Head ; and the Subject of moſt of 
Ties lach. as are natural to a Lady of good 


SHY 


| * . 2 ö Faſhion, 


are wefall 8 175 PI which 
555 in the be beſt f the F Sex. The 8 ubjects 


they 


od theſe not derived fron comgiq Fane, 
ſow the Kweli be hd 3 
'and,Ploaſures lay ni vt be id-who 
vrectiying che Fatt; Jeom the ank 


Layer wih the Künne of 3 Löbe 
aud. comley el them duh # Bl 
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_, BhePreface. | 
vun or Partiahry, Fun inflance; We have 
ST TC 1 avery par@enlur- ; Arbouit of 
* —_— aintenon Management of the 
=" rande ; und yet there-is\nothiny 
3 ng an give\th le oſt» Ofinte\ ſo nice a 
4 Subj be 44 Ned zals\ſcattered "Up and 
dor in theft e Letters furiiiſhed Sir Richard 
WY Scele with two:Guardintw' hon the Efe 
and Conduct vf thut fanmur"iLady, But we 
man ey pnhant offence 10] thut Gentlemun, 
thats Stories arg muct more natural ann 
wr Fare: Wore oh this Lach ha 
= ed them;o'than, m his/Papers. . D153 
Ide little Sketches of ber Chariftir in 
4% Letters, _—_ 1 4 ning to draw her 8 


| : „ae finitely more 
ef and — than the Attempt 
of a regular . in the in But 


; hs 1 is lh to: meet at with in the Fol- 
lowing. Letters, every one opening a new 
Scene — Callantry among the moſt cenſide- 

table Perſonages in France. Nor are they 
 Lonfined entirely to that 8 ect which might 
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beautiful: Fare or 
then relieve —_ ly changing the 2 
wad varying, the\PhjeFir of "its Plague. I 
eve c00,: . e Letter will . 


e loſs entertaining; becanſe \rhey ar 
filled; ich thi: French hunrp of Seton 
aud Hattery 3 there being: only7 nc 
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ters are dated fro. vignon,' the Reſidence | 
2 Pretender. 1 6 2 man Peoph 
needs be curious: end 
ter a Place where: the —_ of ue Conn 


' 7920 When they 1 of ban ws fo agree- 


able 4 yay, un will me envy the Fu- 
gitive 


„ 8 | 

5 C5 4 | 

"0 e 

_ j 

„„ 

1 $1 
1 5 25 t Pri ete 
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ugh now to mul 
this Place rene b — Gallautries us 
it mas hen theſr 7250 way written; for 


Idure ſay, his — does not lie towhrds 
Arms und Invaſiom. The Reader will f 


h the Deſcription of it bere, thut it 
2 —— A Te 
Campaign. Ide Pope har nothing now f? 
dh fer bis Godfon but to give him hi Plaſing 
and Pardon, an let bim remain in the beſt 
Part of the Putrimom of that Church for 1 
whoſe Sake hs was certainly born. 
Me may conjecture, by the great Reſort 
of-Fugitives to that Place, that ſome others 
will 1 glad to know how their Friends may 
ſpend their Time and aniuſe "themſelves at 
Avignon. Here then, they may ſee the 
1 8 and FO FR thei i Condi and that 
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8 OU deceive your elt very 
much, Madam, if you believe 
76: there are no Pleaſures. out of 
2) Paris, and are in the ſame 


WL 
7 
2 Om 7 Eros with the Ancient Greeks, 


when they called all other Na- 
tions Barbarous ; I aſſure you there are very 
Polite People in thoſe Countries I have 


B — 8 ; 


Li 


5 


” - paſſed through ſince I ſaw you: I cannot 
thiak there is a more 9 


there greeable Place in th 
World than Aigen, Where my Husbanc 
Affairs detain me for ſome time. This City is 
very Ancient, and was formerly called 
Averia, it belonged to the Counts of Fbo- 
in the Time of the Aigenſes: The Coun- 
teſs of Provence, Daughter to Robert King 
of Sicih, gave him the Propriety of it, 
with all the County of Yenaiſſin, of which 
Avignon is the Capital. The Popes kept 
their See here Sixty "Years, from Clement 
the Vth, to Gregory the XIth, who was the 
Vilth, Pope of Avignan, and diſputed the 
Succeſſion of St. Peter, with the Popes of | 
Rome; the Scituation of this City is charm- 
ing, the River Rhone baths her Walls, with- 
out them there is nothing ſeen but Meadows 
and Gardens, with Magnificent Buildings, 
within the Houſes of Meſſieurs de Mont- 
vreal and Grillon, are the moſt Beautiful can 
be ſeen, and ſomething. of the Modern 
way, but the Marquis des Efards, whom 
you know, has juſt built one, which excells 
all the reſt, through the grace of its No- 
velty. Here are Convents of both Sexes, 
yet more to embelliſh this Inchanting City, 
Which is under the cleareſt Sky, and the 
eaſieſt Government imaginable, owning no 
Authority but the Pope's, exerciſed o & 
Es ies ice- 


\ 


Le TTER 1. 2 


vice-Legat, who is always a Man of Qua- 
ly agd very eaſie to live with; he at pre- 
ent is called Deſſini, he is a very accom- 


. 5 


I pliſhed and noble Venetian, and acts in his 


poſt as Nantio of France, and has the Car- 


dinal's Hat, Dignities, to which the Vice- 
Legat is the ordinary Step: We know not 
here what Impoſts or Capitation mean; 
every body is Rich, and all ſhow an Air of 
felicity; the Ladies are accompliſhed and 
free, and the Men generous and liberal: 
= Play, which may be called the univerſal 
| Pleaſure, is carried here as high as you 
pleaſe ; befides the peaceful Aſſemblies of 
Ombre, Baſſette, and Lanſquenet, are uſed 
in the Houſes of Quality, where every Af- 
ternoon Companies of both Sexes are aſ- 
ſembled. There you may ſee very fine 
Women. dreſt in the modieſt Air, ſome at 
Baſſett, others at Lanſquenet, while the reſt, 
ſeated under Canopies, are in Converſations 
of Gallantry, with well dreſt and accom- 
pliſhed Men; here are abundance of Stran- 
gers, whom Curioſity draws, and agreeable 
Diverſion detains. 

The Chevalier de B-— cannot move; 
he Addreſſes the Marqueſs D'Urbans, 
Daughter to the unfortunate Marquiſs de 
Ganges, whoſe Tragical End. doubtleſs you 
know : She is very Beautiful, and it is fear d 
the glory of binding a Prince in her Chains, 
a B 2 may 


4 Lotion I. _ 
| may coſt her a Reputation that has been M 

ſpared till now, but is at preſent in verß 
Bade Hands, for as you know the Chevalier 9 
de B—— — is the moſt imprudent and in- 
diſcreet of Mankind, and it is his Buſineſs 
to be ſo; the Duke 1 Villars has been here I 
ſome time, engaged with Madam de Tortia, 
Siſter to the Marquis de Saſnage, whom $ 
we have ſeen at the Palace Royal ; this 
Lady has a haughty Air and Pride, but 
your Friend the Marquis D Eſards has a 

Siſter called Madam de Caſtellet, who is 
_ Infinitely more Lovely, and thought one 
of the moſt Beautiful of this Country, if 
the Marquis D! Aubignans young Widow, 
her Daughter, does not difpute the Prize of 
Beauty with her; the Daughter is newly 
Re-married to Monſieur de Blauvae ; yet I 
believe, there are thoſe who would give it 
to the Mother. Madam the Marqueſs 4 
Valeron, Siſter to Cardinal Janſon, has Five 
or Six Daughters all Counteſſes or Mar- 
wiſe: In ſhort, here are abundance of 

ople of Quality, their Complections are 
very fine, and the moſt ſerious Buſineſs is 
to pleaſe ; ſo that Love is not diſſatisfied, 
has being no ſuch Things as Jealouſie or 
Diſpair; Husbands being tor the moſt part 
very tractable on this point, and leave their 
Wives the ſame Liberty they take them - 
ves. Judge then, Madam, of a Place 
which 
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{ Pellent Cheer, Hermitage and Caut Ferdrix 


4 4 Wines may de thought fit for the Geds of 

Old, being ſent for from” Rome, fot the Holy 
1 Fathers own Drinking: judge then how I 
can be diſpleaſed in 1 delicious a Country. 
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hich may be called the Kingdom io Love 
and Gallantry; where Mirth: and Diverſion, 
e by the Times and Miſeries of War, 

From France, have taken Refuge, with ex- 


3 leſpecially being with whom 1 love; for 


you know I am ſincere enough 'tonown I. 


love my Husband, tho? at Pasis this is 
looked upon as one of the Weakneſſes, or 


rather the Vice of the Days of Old, Which 
& this: accompliſhed Age has corrected; but 


be it Vice or Vertue, it is even ſo: Don "4 
| pity. me therefore, for I feel no other 


Trouble but what ariſes from our Separa- 
tion, and | believe you ſupport my: abfence; 
with as much Philoſophy, and go with my 
Idea and great eaſe to the Opera's, and Plays, 

Sc. lam charmed with you for iti and 2 
thoſe Tyrannical reſembling Friendſhips fo! 
Hatred; divert your (elf therofdre>Sithour' 
me the beſt you can, While I try to do it 
without you, waiting the Time when we 
may do it together, I wiſh it were in thoſe; 
Climates, where we might enjoy an entire 


Liberty; and ſing Lampoons of Maintenon 


and Nogilles, without Danger of the Baſtile, 
and where might write in the warm Air 


Brig D 3 at 


. LITTIEIA I. 

at my Window as now; at this ſame time 
I dare lay a Wager you blow your Fingers 
for Cold at Paris; but if you would come 
hither I would ſhow' you the Celebrated 
fountain of Yauclaſe, ſo highly Sung by the 
Famous Petrarch; as alſo the Tomb of his 
Beautiful Laurea, the Miſtreſs of that IT 
luſtrious Pdet, it is in the Cardelier s- Church, 


where you may read the Verſes King Francis 


the Firſt writ to the Honour of that He- 
roine, graved in Letters of Gold; I believe 
Marot could have made better, but Verſes 
of a King's making have always their Merit: 
Then we would walk to the Celeſtia s Abbey, 
where are the Bodies of St. Bexeſer, and 
St. Peter of Luxembourg, the firſt by Divine 
Inſpiration, ſay they, built the Bridge of 
Avignon, and was found with his Fleſh and 
Bones under one of the Arches on the 
breaking the Ice; the latter was a Cardinal 
in the time of the Schiſm among the Popes, 
and ſided with him, who reſided at Avignon, 
he became Famous for many Miracles 
he did after his Death, but the moſt aſtoniſn- 
ing is the Reſurrection of a Little Boy, who 
being got to the top of one of the Towers 
of his Holineſſes Palace, called the Tower 
de Trauuilas, to take a Bird's-Neſt, fell down 
to the Ground, and was beaten to a Jelly; 
his Mother, without Cries or Tears, took 
up his broken Limbs, put them in a Sack, 


and 


Wn. VEE r * 2 


l think one may be ſaved without believing 
it; and now after having ſatisfied your 


LZTTIA I. 7 


1.20 carried them to the Saint's Tomb, 
| where while he was at Prayers the Sack 
: Jrumbled, and out came the Child, asking 
by Jubere was his 8 frows, this is kad, as 1 
read it in the Celertin s- Church, I give it 


you as I found it; but to tell you plainly, 


Curioſity and Devotion, it is time to think 
of good Chear: Red Partridges and Orſo- 
lans will not fail you on Fleſh Days, nor 
on Faſting Days Biſques of Crawfiſh, and 
admirable Sturgeon, which is a Fiſh we have 
not at Paris but abundance here; it is 
bigger than a Salmon; and I never eat any 
thing finer; I wiſh "all this would oblige 
you to come hither, becauſe I ſee ho hkely- 
hood of returning yet to Paris, but ſend 


me word what paſſes there, and 1 will re- 


turn you our Provincial News. 
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28888 oi: Letter, Wim, has 


118 f wen me na real Pleaſure, 1 
e that Ingenious Air with 
8 Which you confeſs the Abſence 

54 of 'your Friends is not inſup- 


FM portable to 5b admire your Tranquility, 


with Pleaſure ſee the 


but am not able to imitate it perfectly; yet 
don t believe me to be ſo filly to renounce 


all Pleaſures: Tho it is certain, I but im- 
perfectly taſte them, ſince I cannot partici- 
pate them with you: Were I Miſtreſs of my 


ſelf, I would gladly come to Avignon, and 


make you confeſs you muſt give me the 


Honour of Loving more than you, tho I 
ield to you in many other things; I ſhould ' 
Fountain of Paucluſe, 
add the Fair Lauras Tomb, and ſhould | 
| | much 


e 


_ 


Faſting Days: But for your miraculous 
Saints 1 am not yet got fo far p I ſnould 
much better approve "ybur Aſſembltes you 
tell me of, either at Baſſet, or tnaſte one 


under à Canopy, with your fair indolent 


Ladies; by what T-perceive one might paſs 
a very agreeable Life where you are? you 
eat well; you Play, you make Love; it is 


the ſame here, the Husbands are * 


Ladies are Tractable, the ſame ſtill, b 

what 1 ſee, the Chevalier de B—<rrys 2 
Comfort himſelf for the Diſgrace he met 
here: Vo know the Princeſs of Turenne 
his Sifter-in-Law, the only Daughter of the 


Duke of Pentadour, brought a great Fortune 


into the Family of B „which now they 
muſt return, for ſhe has no Children; to 
— 5 which! Inconveniency, the Chevalier 
eB 
his Sifterdn-Law, ſhe is Young/and Hand- 
Tome, and has no other defect but being 
ſomething Lame; the Chevalier is a Beau, 
he could ſee her at all times without In- 
decency, and ſucceeded ſo well that he pre- 
vailed wirn ber to declare in his Favour, 
publicktiy owning ſhe would Marry him; 
ſomething more than theit Hearts being 1 in- 
gaged in this Affair, the Cardinal Je 5 


who has much Credit: in the Court of Rome, 
reckoned * obtaining a Diſpenſation for 


their 
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much approve your Fare; 2 both on Fiech aud 
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their Marriage, ſince i is is granted in paralell 
Caſes to Princes, and thoſe. of his Houſe 
pretend to the ſame Quality; all meaſures 
being taken, Madam di Ventadaur made no 
Oppoſſtion, but the little Duke of Ventadoar, 
who was diverting himſelf in Vivarets, lf 
it as ſoon as he heard of this Deſign 
and came in a Fury to Paris. to Ny 
it, or cut the Chevalier's Throat; as ſoon 
as he arrived he took! away his Daughter 
to his 'own Houſe; where he kept her in his 
fight; till he Married her to the Prince of 
Rohan,' Son of the Prince de Soubize, this 
Lord is well ſhaped, and formerly be. 
longed to the Church, but is become Heir 
of * Family by his Brothers Death; he 
ſhowed no great Nicety about what bad 
paſſed in the Chevaliers Affair, but ap- 
3 he believed no more than he ought 
for his o.n Repoſe, however it was, the 
Marriage was accompliſhed to the content 
of both Parties in a very ſhort time. The 
Duke of Yeatadowr having ſhown more 
Vigour than could have been expected 

from him; the Chevalier being thus for- | 
balken. went to air his Sorrow in the 
Oountry, which Intereſt makes him more 
| ſenſible of than Love, ſor he is the Man 

in the World the leaſt capable, of a 20g 
paſſion, tho he is handſom — well ſnaped; 
2 a Woman of Vertue and Conſideration would | 
ere 
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here think his Conqueſt no Honour: What - 
ever Idea you give me of Avignon, it ſeems 
Princes are very ſcarce there, if the Cheva- 
ler de B—- can do fo much Miſchief, and 
a2 Woman of Quality think bis Coriqueſt 
aa Honour; I fear ſhe: will find it a' bad 
Bargain, and lament her before-band, for 
reſigning her ſelf to the Indiſcretion of the 
molt depraved Creature in Nature. I hope 
we hall he rid of him a good while, for he 
is neither loved nor eſteemed at Court, 
where he has ſpoke ſo fooliſhly of the King, 
wonder how he dares'come into his Pre- 
ſence ! One Day he was told, the King was 
diſpleaſed at his Conduct, and had an aking 
Tooth to reform him; alack, ſaid the Che- 
valier, I am very unhappy he keeps the on- 


| ly Tooth left him, and that rotten, to bite 


me ; think what is to be cx pected from the 
Prudence of ſuch a Man, 9 if a Woman 
is not fallen into excellent Hands with him. 
I die to know how Madam Þ'Urbas' will 
extricate herſelf, being concerned at hat 
touches her, though I never ſaw. her. As 
was much afflicted at the Tragical Death of 
her Mother, whoſe fad Story I heard 
ſomething of heretofore, and cannot, 
but be very fenſible of any Misfortune to 
the Chidsen of that beautiful unfortunate 
ey. 1 knew the left two, and have _ 
the 


* 
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the Son here; who is called the Marquiſs de 
Ganges, he is Collonel of Dragoons, and a 
fine Gentleman, and married very advantage- 
_ ouſly, as they ſay, in his Country: As I have 
heard that Madam Clan, his Siſter is a 
fine Woman, but this is all I know, inform 
me if you pleaſe of the reſt, for | would 
know a Family Thave ſo much at Heart. You 
paſs too lightiy over the Marquiſs de Saſe- 
vage 's Siſter, and I wonder you ſay nothing 
of the Marriage of the Marquiſs de Caſtres, 
Siſter to a Man of Birth and Rihces at Avig- 
non; acquaint mec therefore with ſomething 
more particular af: your Ladies, with their 
Pleaſure and Intrigues, for we have none 
here but among tlie Citizens, ſo that the 
whole Court cannot furniſn me with one 
diverting Story. Madam de Maimtenon, hunt- 

ing, and ſome walks at Marli, bound all 

the King's Pleaſures. The Prince and Prins 
ceſs of Conti have theirs by themſelves, and 
the Dutcheſs of Baur bon, has none but 

at Table. Wine is her Hypocrene, and 
when ſhe has tipled a little, ſnhe makes the 
pleatanteſt Verſes in the World; ſparing 
neither the King, her dear Papa, the little 
Duke her Hushand, nor any Greature; but 
ſhe flies at the poor Marquiſs de Leſſee; who 

ſne believes is her Husband's Mercury. King 

James lives contentedly at „St. Germains, 
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while the reſt impute ſo great a Tranquility 
to Weakneſs. His Son, or he that calls 
Siſter. The Queen appears always very 
ſad for being tumbled out of her Throne, 
and effectually it is falling from a great 
height, I bleſs the Mediocrity of my Con- 
dition, which ſecures me from ſuch a Pre- 
cipice. 8888 : 


which the Jeſuits ſay, is greatneſs of Soul, 


himſelf ſo, is educated” well, and ſo is his 
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96 002 Am very glad, ies, you 


Pleaſures; and that you do 


31 4 are pleaſed with our Country 
> 2 
A not abſolutely deprive us of 


aa the Hopes to ſee you here. You 
cannot be a Stranger any where, for Merit 


is a Native of all Countries, and Avignon 
is one of thoſe where they know beſt how 
to do it Juſtice, where you will find the 


Marquiſs du Eſcars, and the Count de Suze, 


your old Friends, who are the Governours 
of our Gallantries, tho their Amours are 


only flying Paſſions ; ; the Marquiſs has a 


devour Wife, who takes in good Part all the 
Mortifications his Infidelities give her Occa- 


ſion for, and he takes care to furniſh her 
with Opportunities of Merit. The Count 


lives as in his Youth, and is parted from 


his Wife without Children, and with an 


Annuity of ſixteen thouſand Livres, which 
N his 


Le T's III. gs 
bis Heirspay him, (to whom he has gi 
3T his Inheritance) he keeps a Table, and! hives 
bike a Prince; conſider whether it can be fo 
done at Paris? Since he has broke the 
Chains of that Inchan treſs Madam de St. 
38 Rhat, he has run from one Beauty to ano- 
ther, without fixing any where. The Com- 
mander Ma/dichini, who commands the Ita- 
ban Cavalry here, aud is Brother to the 
Cardinal of the ſame Name, is another of 
our Heroes, his Gallantry is ſomething ob- 
= fſolete, but his Purſe is not empty; he has 
a very pretty Garden, where he treats the 
Ladies, and often lends his Friends for the 
fame uſe: The Marquiſs de Caſtres Siſter, 
whom you enquire after, uſed to be often 8 
there with the precedent Vice Legat, M 
ſhe has not found the way to manage this 
after the ſame manner, for haughty with her 
firſt Conqueſt, and the Purple of the Car- | 
dinal ＋ her Uncle, ſhe imagined, that ; 
all the Vice Legates owed her their Homage, I 
as if it had been one of the Functions of 
their Dignity, but Signior Delphini has made 
her ſee her Error. One: Day asking him 
with too much Haughtineſs 16A Favour for 
one of her 5 he refuſed her very 


drily, upon which, ſhe. complaining with ö 
much Heat, the Marquils D'Oerzs her Huſ- ö 
band, who never opens his Mouth but to 7 
fay ſome fooliſh thing, cry'd, Madam * 
| 0 | | | 
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do you trouble your ſelf for, let that Buffoon 
alone, the Vice Legate anſwered not a 
Word, but immediately the Marquiſs and 
his Wife were commanded to leave the 
Pope's Territories; this News put them in 
great diſorder, and there was a meeting of 
all their Relations at Monſieur de Gaus's 


Houſe, the Father of Madam D'Osis, where 
it was reſolved to implore the Vice-Legat's 


Clemency, but he was: inexorable, refuſing 
all the Satisfactions they offered him, tho 
the Archbiſhop, who is of the IIluſtrious 


Houſe of Fieſque, mediated for a Reconci- 
liation, there being no Choice left but to 


fly; the Marquiſs with his ordinary Elo- 
quence propoſed a Poſt Litter, that they 


might eſcape the ſooner; but in mort, they 2 


pack d up their Baggage, Nurſe and Chil- 
dren with their whole Train, ſome on 


Horſe-back, others on Mules, and left Avig- 


von in great diſorder. The Marquiſs ma- 
king a very ſerious Reflection upon the 
great Danger his gilt Coach had eſcaped, 


telling ſome Friends who took their leave of 


him, that it had like to be burnt alive; and 
when they complemented him on the excel - 
lent Caſe his Horſes were in, why, how 


they eat ſuch Hay the King can eat no better: 
You ſee what a Husband Madamoiſelle de 


Caſtres has. The Cardinal de Boni would 


need 
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1 need carry him to Rowe, ſome time ſince, 
to try if he * ſpor the Proverb (which 
T © ſays, never l wor good Horſe were the 
A 1 aner for going to Rome) when they were at 
Wo Florence, the Cardinal preſented him to the 
4 Great Duke, telling him 75 was his Nephew, 
and that his Family was originally of e 
upon which the Duke ask d him, how long 
it was ſince his Anceſtors left the Country? 
My Lord, ſaid the Marquiſs, it was when 
the Mediei uſurp'd the Dominion of it. The 
great Duke ſeem d not to hear him, but the 
3 Cardinal bluſhd up to the Ears, and ſwore 
never more to take his Nephew with him 
any where; I ſhould never end, if I ſhould 
mention all his F allies, tho ſome have 
made Collections of em, but for my own 
part, I had not the Pleaſure to hear him; 
tho when [ firſt came hither, I went to viſit 
his Wife, and he was preſent, but ſhe doubt- 
ing my Intention, kept ſo much upon her 
Guard, that ſhe never ſuffered him to ſpeak ; 
and tho I addreſs'd my ſelf ſeveral times to 
him, ſhe ever anſwered for him, and this 
Affair happened ſoon after, but I will leave 
this Matter, and them, in their Exile. To 
fatisfie your Curioſity upon the Chapter of 
Madam D Urbas you have heard the fad 
Fate of Madam de Ganges her Mother, who 
loſt her Life by the Hands of two of her 
Husband's als _ uled both e 5 

and 


18 ; n Ill. 


and Poiſon! to deſtroy that fair unfortunate 
Lady. The Motive has ng yet been per- 
fealy known; but many hive believed her 
Husband engaged them to make him this 
Sacrifice. Notwithſtanding which, the Par- 
liament of Tbolouſe were ſatisfied with con- 
demning him to a perpetual Baniſhment, and 
to confiſcate his Goods, tho? all were ſurpri- 
zed' at a Sentence, either too mild, or too 
ſevere, the fame Crime having coſt the Mar- 
quiſs de Douſe his Life, he being accuſed of 
bl cauſing his Lady to be killed, was carried 
to Priſon to Tholowſe, a little while after the 
Marquiſs de Ganges came out of it, and when 
his Friends beg d the King's Pardon for 
bim, he ſaid, the Marquiſs had no need of 
it, ſince he was to be tried by the Parliament 
of Tholouſe, for de Ganges had eſcaped very 
well, but thoſe Gentlemen thinking i it then fit 
to ſhew they could puniſh, "Monſieur: de 7a 
| Douſe had his Head der off. whereas Mon- 
ſieur de Ganges, who doubtleſs was as guilty, 
remain d unpuniſhed; thus the Gallows is 
always for the moſt unfortunate: The 
Murtherers of Madam de Ganges fled, and 
the King gave the Confiſcation of his Eſtate 
to one of his younger Brothers, who was his 
Page, but too young to have any Share in 
the Guilt of his Family. Madam de Ganges 
left two Children, one is the young Mar- 
quiſs, who you have ſeen at Paris, and the 
Sl other 
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1 der the Lady of whom we are ſpeaking; 
I Ihe was bred by the care of Madam de Gan. 
9 get Dawager her Grand- mother, and at about 
tpelve Years old, they made her marry: the 
NIarquiſs de Perault, who was above Seven- 
1 Try, this young Creature gave her ſelf to him 
without any Repugnance, he being very 
1 Rich, and of Quality, with all the Polite- 
XX neſs of the Court in his Time. 
3 1 He had a Brother whom he thought un- 
X worthy of his Family and Eſtate, to prevent 
dich, he choſe to marry, but it proved 
too late, he made his Vows in vain, but no 
Heir came of it, finding his Weakneſs, he 
ſtudied to find ſome Remedy; he loved his 
beautiful Lady paſſionately, and hated his 
Brother as mortally ; theſe two Paſſions in- 
ſpird him with a Deſign which ſeems very 
odd, he had a handſome - Page, and of a 
Good Family, he took him in private, where 
after having made him promiſe to keep his 
Secret inviolably, and engaged him by ſome 
Preſents, he opened his Breaſt to him of his 
earneſt Deſire to have a Child, fince not by 
him ſelf,” at leaſt by the Marque; the 
Page trembled for fear, for he was already 
in love with his Lady, but without once 
daring to mention it, and imagined his Ma- 
ſter had penetrated his Sentiments, and laid 
this Snare to diſcover them more fully, he 
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was very near confeſſing the Truth, and to 


have fallen on his Knees, and have beggd 
his Lord's Pardon, with his Diſcharge ; thne 
Marquiſa perceived his Trouble, and com- 
fortad him, with a Promiſe to authoriſe al! 
he could do to pleaſe Madam Peraut, ane 
alſo to facilitate his Endeavours, and to fur 
niſn him with a Supply for his Expence; 
you will believe the Marquiſs found the 
greateſt Obedience in his Page, who was 
never ſo overjoyed in his Life, as ſuch a 
Commiſſion gave him occaſion to be, and 
in three Days was magnificently dreſt, which 
made him twice as lovely as before, keep- 
ing always near his Lady, and endeavouring 
to divert her, who being young and airy, 
made no great difficulty to jeſt with him; 
all Things ſeem d aptly diſpoſed, when the 
Page after having made his Eyes and Aſſi · 
duities ſpeak for a time, reſolved at laſt to 
was cruglly daſh'd, and threatened if ever 


he ſhould dare to mention it again in his 


Life, and to be delivered to the Marquiſs's 
Revenge, but theſe Threats did not much 
fright him, going immediately to the Mar- 
quils to acquaint him with the ill Succeſs of 
his Declaration, who bid him not be diſ- 
couraged; this muſt needs ſeem an extraor- 
dinary Adventure, when the Husband be- 
comes his Rivals Confident, and * 

T m 
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iim apainſt the Rigours of his Wiſe; but the 
F rage Enboltened by this Diſcourſe, return- 


9 1 


q ed to the Aſſault, and one Morning, when 


*s 


Madam de Peraut was employed at her Toi- 
let, the Opportunity ſeeming favourable, 
aer having wept and ſigh'd, he threw him- 
| ſelf at her Feet, taking certain Liberties 
which Paſſion might excuſe in a Youth of 
Seventeen Years; the Marquiſe inraged, cal- 


| led her Maids, but the Page, by the Ma- 
ſter's Advice, "had gained one of them, and 
W ſhe had ſent away the reſt ; the Lady ſur- 


prized to find her felt alone with the Page, 


after having puſh'd him from her with a 


threatning Air, run with her Hair about 
her Ears to her Husband's Apartment, ſhe 
was more lovely than can be imagined in 


that diſorder, and the Page who followed 


her, look d ljke a young Adonis, ſhe accu- 
ſed him before her Husband of breaking his 
Reſpect to her, and of having endeavoured 


to ſeduce her, but was ſtrangely ſurprized, 
when, inſtead of finding his Reſentment, 
break out like Fire, the Marquiſs calmly 


wondered, ſaying what ſhe ſaid could not ea- 
ſily be believed, the Page having always ap- 


peared very prudent, that perhaps ſhe had 


a Quarrel to him, and ſought a Pretence 
to get him diſcharged, but beſeech'd her 
not to exact it from him, the Youth being 
recommended to him in an extraordinary 

C 3 manner 
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it ſo ciecally, that the poor Page was re- 


tifications to his Maſter ws, deſpaired alſo 
for having ſo virtuous a Wife. Surely there 


lovelieſt Youths in the Kingdom could not 


his Page, he roſe in the Night when his 


to ſleep, wak'd the Lady, who ſoon diſco- 


out for help, but finding none come, ſhe 


finding nothing could be done, he came into 


tery to his Wife, telling her the Page acted 
by his Order, beſeeching her to give him an 
Heir, ſince to be dear to him, it was ſuffici- 


* 
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manger, and he was under an Obligation to 


take care of him; the poor Marquiſe being 


extreamiy aſtoniſh d at this Anſwer, could 
not tell what to make of it, and finding no 
Remedy but in her own Severity, ſne exerciſed 


duced to diſpair, and daily told all his Mor- 


are few Husbands at preſent who would 
complain in ſuch a Caſe, but this finding his 
Wive's Heart unacceſlible, ſince one of the 


touch it, reſolved at length to make the 
laſt Attempr, and after having agreed with 


Wife was in her firſt Sleep, ot laid the 
Page in his Place, who as he came not there 


vered it was none of her Husband, and cried 


got up, making a terrible Noiſe; the Hus- 
band who was within hearing, Rill hoped 
his Page would appeaſe his Miſtreſs, my 
that the Noiſe would ceaſe at length, but 


the Chamber, and unfolded the whole Miſ- 


ent to be hers; . the Marquiſe finding then 
| | whence 


ew 


9 whence this Indulgence came, anſwered with 
7 a firmneſs beyond her Age, that the Power 
he had over her did not extend fo far, and 
3 that whatever deſire ſhe had to pleaſe him, 
3 & ſhe could never do it at the Price of her 
& Honour and. her Salvation. The Husband 
confounded to find fo great a Vertue in ſo 
young à Perſon, reſoved to leave her at Li- 
| berty, and rewarding his Page for his good 
Intentions gave him his Diſcharge, and died 
ſoon after with Grief to leave his Eſtate in 
the Hands of his Enemy, but firſt told what 
] have acquainted you with, to one of his 
moſt intimate Friends; this Friend had a fine 
Gentleman to his Son, and thought it would 
be the greateſt Felicity imaginable, if he 
could. marry him to this young Widow, and 
and as the F amily of D' Urban 1 1s one of the 
beſt of Avignon, the Marriage was conclu- 
ded by the Mediation of Friends as ſoon as 
the Time of Mourning was paſt, and the 
young Marquiſs D Urban found in this lovely 
Widow all the Charms of a Maid, and ſhe 
found in him a Husband who had no occa- 
ſion for a Page to help him to Heirs, ſeeing 
his Family encreaſe every Year without fo- 
reign Aid ; they lived in this happy union 
' When the Chevalier came to trouble it ; ibo 
me leave to conclude for this time, and in 
the next I write, 1 will give you the reſt of 
4 this Hiſtory, wg s. 8 
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88 O U are a cruel Creature to 
GR” NS heighten my Appetite, and then 
9*: * to leave me without gratifying 
Inn itt, ſurely, Madam, this is not 
88889 fair, knowing my Curioſity for 
the Adventures of Madam D' Urban, yet when 
in the Thread of her Story to cut it off, 
I am much inclined to quarrel with you, if 
] were not obliged to manage my Reſent- 
ment, that I may have the reſt of her Sto- 
ry, let me have it quickly therefore, and 
-fear ,not your Letters will be too long, they 
are too agreeable for that Apprehenſion ; and 
if I were not ſtill angry, I would make 
this ten or twelve Pages, to ſhew you an 
Example, having Matter enough to fill it. 
., Monſieur de Hurlay our Archbiſhop is 
dead, and the Grief of the Dutcheſs de Le- 
gxiers upon this Loſs is the Subject of our 
. 9 


"= 
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gel Ports. The King tas appoint 
de biſhop of Chah to fucered him, wh 
Brother to the Marſhal and Duke de Noalley, 
vd has given the Biſhoprick of Chalm 0 
be Abbot of Noailles their Brother. Yo! 
may fee a Family mightily in Favour b 
Wrnioaging that ef Madam de Maingends 
XJ which is rhe only way to gain the Kings. 
IF She is going to marry her Neice, the Daugh- 
ter of the Count D*Aabzigay, to the Duke de 
= Noailles's Son, who has already married one 
= of his Daughters to a Nephew of Madam 
la Paliere ; there was only wanting to dif- 
3X poſe of another into the Family of Madam 
4e Monteſpas, to ſupport his Intereſt firmly 
in the King's Favour; but poor Monteſpan 
at preſent, would prove but a weak Prop, 
the King having driven her from the Court, 
having done it long ſince from his Heart; 
for they fay, he never could endute her 
after the Death of Foxtauge, and that he 
Raid only till he had eftabliſh'd her Children 
to baniſh her altogether. He has diſpoſed 
of them very high, as you know, for the 
Eldeft married the firſt Prince of the Blood, 
and the Youngeſt with Monſieur, the Duke 
de Chartres, the only Son of the King's 
Brother, and Heir of the Crown if the Chil- 
dren of the Dauphin ſhould fail. The Duke 
de Main lame as he is, married the Daughter 
of Monſieur, the Prince, and enjoys vitt 
T 
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the Principality de Dombes, and the reſt * 4 
of the Fortune of the late Madamoiſelle de MM 
Monpenfier. | The Count de I houlouſe is Ad- M 
miral, and cannot fail ſome great Match : 
5 fine, Madam de Monteſpan in all her Un- 
happineſs, has the Pleaſure to ſee her Chil- 
| dren. in the higheſt Rank, The Duke de Maine 
her Son, hr the hardſhip put upon him, 
to declare to her, ſhe muſt leave the Court, 
and that the King wanted her Apartment, 9 
and the Duke, her Son, lodged in it the 
next Day: You may eaſily imagine the Mo- 
ther reſented it as ſhe ought ; ſhe demand- 
ed to ſpeak with the King for the laſt time, 
and knowing ſhe had nothing further to ma- 
nage, ſhe flew out and reproach d him with 
all ſhe had done for him, and with his In- 
gratitude; the King ſuffered her Extrava- 
gance, becauſe ſhe was a Woman, and that he 
very well knew it was the laſt time he ſhould 
endure it; ſhe paſſes her Days with the Ab- 
| beſs of Fontevreax her Siſter, and ſometimes 
in the Suburbs of St. Germain, in the Socie- 
ty of St. Joſeph, which the Founded ; they 
ſay, this new Archbiſhop would have recon- 
ciled her with her Husband, that after all 
the comical Scenes the Count has given the 
Publick, he might preſent” them with this 
Farce if he ſhould receive her again. In the 
mean while, Madam de Maintenon triumphs, 
* the deſtiny of the Kingdom is decided 
in 
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ſo great Conſtancy, but as the Prince of 

Orange, ſaid, the King acts contrary to all 
other Sovereigns, for he chooſes young Mi- 
niſters and an old Miſtreſs : She never ap- 
pears in Publick but when ſhe takes the Air 
with the King, then ſhe is ſeen in the back 
of the Coach, with her Spectacles on her 
Noſe working Tapeſtry. Every Morning 
ſhe goes to St. Cyr, to give her Orders to 
that Nurſery of Maids, who the Misfortune 
of their Parents ſends thither from all Parts, 
and {ke returns about the time of the King's 
Levee ; ſhe goes to Maſs at Day break, 
to avoid the Crowd, which either Curioſity 
or Neceſſity would draw near her, and ex- 

cept to Madam de Chevreuſe, de Signely, de 

Mont Chevruil, the Princeſs D'Harcourt, and 
Madam DUdicourt, ſhe is inaceſſible to all 
W * 
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| yet 1 had the Honour to ſpeak to 
People; ye Ho 5 
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her ſbmetimes, and found her very familiar 


her high Situation ſhe does not fear to pro- 
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ve her does not ſeem below her 
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and Modeſt ; 1 know not not Whether in 8 
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» 


A 
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voke Envy, or whether any Rank we might 
though 
takes none her ſelf ; they have ſuppreſsd bo 
the Name of Marquiſs, and only call her 
Madam de Maintenon, neither will ſhe be a 


Dutcheſs; ſhe aſpires to ſomething more 
than that, and the Projects ſhe has. laid up- 


on it, has causd the Diſgrace of the Abbot il 


Fenelon, Archbiſhop of Cambray, who is ac- 
cuſed of being a Quietiſt; the Govern- 


ment of the Duke of Burgandy is taken 3 


from him, and they would gladly diveſt 

him of his Archbiſhoprick : As he is your 

Friend, I atn ſure you would be glad to 

hear the Particulars: of this Affair, which 

makes ſo great a Noiſe in the World ; but 

J have now an Opportunity to be revenged 

for the Trick you plaid me in your laft 

Letter, and you ſhall know no more at this 

time, but I will leave it for another, 

the mean while, pleaſe to have the Good- 

neſs to inform me with the remainder of 

Madam D'Urba#'s Story. After all, there 

is nothing like travelling to become learned 

and skilftul, You know the Name of 
Avignon in the time of our Anceſtors, and 

What pafled there ſince the thirteenth Cen- 
. 1 5 tury, 


3 


"Knticatly called Lateſa, which Name it re- 
eived from a certain People called Pariſii, 
s called from Paris, the Son of Rhommus, 
Ihe eighteenth King of the Gauliſb Celtes, 
though I ſhould never have known fo 
much, but by your Example. Farewel with- 
out Malice, 
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£005 See city, Madam, there is no 
Quarter on your Side to be ex- 
MR 3 pected, therefore without Begin- 


ning with Complements, which 
are no more in Faſhion, I return to Madam 


D'Urban, who! left ſeemingly i in good Intel- 
ligence with her Husband, till the Arrival 
of the Chevalier de Boulloy, who brought a 
Diviſion into the Family. He ſaw Madam 
D' Urban in the Aſſemblies, and finding her 
much to his liking, reſolved through Vani- 
ty, rather than Palſion, to make an Attempt 
upon her Reputation, and: ſhow'd abun- 
dance of Aſſiduity: While Monſieur D Urban, 
who believed himſelf ſecure in his Wive's 
Vertue, left them at full Liberty; but as 
there is a Time for all Things, her Hour of 
Love was come, and her great Vertue be- 
gan to ſhake with the Attacks of this. Prince, 
who ſoon perceived the Progreſs he had 


made 


EO. 


Sade in her Heart; and as he only fough 
or a publick Triumph, he took care to in- 
orm the whole Towne of it, he ſpent the 
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ay with her, and when he retired, run 
brough the Streets ringing a little Bell with 
is Hand. The Citizens ſurprized with this 
Novelty, opened their Windows, telling one 
another, it is the Prince who makes Love to 
Madam D' Urban coming from her, very fer 
believing they ſpent their Evenings playing 
Nat Ombre: Taking fo little management, the 
Relations of Mr. D' Urban were obliged to 
ZW acquaint him, he was become the Jeſt of the 
= Town, thus opening his Eyes, he forbid 
this Commerce with his Wife, but as ſoon 
as he was gone out, ſhe ſent for the Cheva- 
lier to tell him their Misfortune ; he told 
(her it was her Fault, that ſhe had no Con- 
duct, and treated her like a Fool, while the 
poor Lady was all overflowed with Tears. 
The Husband who had ſeriouſly deſired the 
Chevalier to come no more to his Houſe, 
being informed he was there, came with a 
Deſign to uſe him as he deſerved, and lock'd 
the Door, taking the Key on the Inſide, and 
with ſome Servants waited for him in the An- 
ti-Chamber, as he was pleaſed to hear the 
Converſation with his Wife, he went nearer 
ſoftly, where he underſtood every Word 
was ſpoke ; the Chevalier who gave little 
attention to what Madam Durban faid to 
: 5 8 him, 


into the Street, and after having ſaid to 


85-you can, 


Avignon to Supper, at an Eating - Houſe of 
one 4 le Cog, Brother to the Famous le 


him in an extraordinary manner, with which | 


unable to eat or drink more, they called up 


fat 3 a Cock, and that he was reſolved | 


and performed Origen s Operation, which in 


vn, and the Conſideration he had for the 


r 3 

__— 
him, liſtened on the other hand, and diſco- YZ 
vered what was prepared for him, which to I 
avid, be opened the Window that ook . 


Madam D'Urþar, help your ſelf out as wel 1 
he jump d down without any 
and ſo eſcaped the Reſentment of 4 
Mooſicur O Vr. His firſt Care was to pub- Þ j I 
liſh this Adventure every where, and. then F 
to pick up the moſt 3 Vouths of 


Cog of . the poor Man treated 


they were ſo pleas d that they ſtaid all 
ht, and D'Urban was read Lectures upon 
ſuffi iently, at laſt, about Morning, pos 


poor le Cog, and after having made him 
drink, the Chevalier told him, he was too 


to make him a Capon; after which making 
him be held by the Arms and Legs, he 
whetted two Koives, one againſt another, 


a few Hours ſeat him into another World. 
The Vice Legat who was kept waking by 
ſome Phyſick, heard very early of this Acti- 


Cardinal de B— kept him from ſeizing 


ihe eier he had ſueh a Deteſtation of 
it, 
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49 
chat he ſent him yord, if he did not imme- 
9 Wc ſeave the City, he would deliver him 
to the Hands of Juſtice, the Chevalier need- 
4 no more, but greazing the Wheels of his 

2 2 Chaiſe, and while all things were get- 
5 ing ready, he took a Freak to ſee Madam: 
1 4 e once more, for after all the Noiſe 
-| fl had been made, he conſidered not keeping 
any Meaſures with Monſieur Durban, who 
. * never been in his Wives Chamber ſince 
7 ” the Chevalier jump'd out of the Window, 
3 þ ſhe remaining alone to weep her Misfor- 
tunes, when the Chevalier appeared at the 
2 Door, her Woman, who was in his Intereſt 
9 Woe, introduced him ſilently, while the 
Family were in Bed, for it was no more than 
ſeven of the Clock, Madam Daurban's Weak- 
& neſs ſor him, ſaw him enter with Pleaſure, 
& ſuſpending for a few Moments the Grief 
= which oppreſt her, he told her his Exploit, 
and ſhe only accuſed the Wine, ſo great was 
her Inclination to excuſe him, he told her he 
leſt her with regret, and complained ſhe had 
not the Kindneſs to give him her Picture; 
ſhe was ſo charmed with this Return of 
Kindneſs, that ſhe pulled down her Picture 
which hung by her Husband's, near the Bed- 
fide, and tearing the Cloth from the Frame, 
rolled it up, and deſired the Chevalier to 
take it with him, he laid it on the Table, 
un after a gay adieu, left her without ta- 

2 D 


king 


Dart 


* — 


9 ax fell again a weeping, his precipitate 1 
Departure giving her a freſh Occaſion of A- 


fliction, her Woman finding no means to 


comfort her No my dear Laura, ſaid ſhe to Y 1 
her, I can neither live with Honour nor 9 
Pleafure, loſing the the only Man I ever 


e ::.-..\ 


1 have given him all my Tenderneſs, and 
his has colt me my Reputation; my Hus- 
band's Confidence in me and the Eſteem of 
the World, and after all I find my ſelf with- 
out a Lover, or Domeſtick Peace; yet hap- 
py alas! if I were without Love: While ſhe 
made theſe Complaints, ſhe perceived her 
Picture which the Chevalier had left upon 
the Table, ah! cry'd ſhe, how unhappy am 1! *# 
the poor Youth will fall into deſpair when 
he miſſes my Picture; alas, he was ſo trou- 
bled, that he forgot to take it with him. 
I prithee ſend ſome Body aſter him with it 
whatever it coſt ; Laura immediately obeyed 
her Miſtreſs, and ſent a truſty Meſſenger 
with it, who took Poſt, and overtook the 
Chevalier when he was ready to change 

Horſes; as ſoon as he perceived him, he 
_ cried out to the Driver to ſtop, but the Che- 
valier thinking a Guard was coming to ſeize 
him, cried to him louder. to drive on, but 

being obliged to ſtop at his Stage, the Man 
alighted from his Horſe, and faluting him, 

ö preſented 


. 0 
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3 
1 ted the Picture as he was commanded. 
1 [| Ihe Chevalier recovered from his fright, 
1 7 _ him back, deſiring him to take back 
he picture with him to Madam D'Urbay, ad · 
= that he knew not what to do with i it, 
T 2 Fellow perſiſted, ſaying, his Order was 
to give it to him, and that he dared not 
2 appear before Madam D C/ bas without obey- 
ing it: finding him. fo obſtinate to follow | 
him, he asked for a Hammer and Nails, and 
Fr | nailed it behind his Chaſe himſelf, where 
I Men ue to lay their Aro, taking his 


1 per very ill ſatisfied. At the ſecond 
A Sage, his Driver being to return, demand- 
ed his Money; but the Chevalier told him 
he had none, and at length by Compoſition. 
gave him Madam DUrban's Picture, who 
that very Evening expos'd to ſale at Avig- 
ron, Where this Adventure was immediately 
diſcovered; as this Circumſtance augment- 
ed Madam D'Urbar's Deſpair, it did the fame 
by her Husband's Anger; of which ſhe fear- 
ing the terrible Effects, diſappe 
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red next 
Moraing: It was ſaid ſhe took the Road to 
Paris, to follow the. Chevalier who return- 
ed thither: others of a more charitable Opi- 
mon, ſuppoſed ſhe went to ſee a Son who 
ſhe extreamly laved, and was at board in 
the Fauxburg at St. Germain. In the interim 
it is the whole Diſcourſe of the Town. The 

"D*4 Rela- 


Relations'having met, it was reſolved to beg 
the King's Letter to ſhut her up in a Mona- 
ſtery, and one of them who was going to 
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excuſed himſelf, and perhaps it ſtop d. There 
every one laments poor Monſieur D Urban, 


and conclude her unlucky Stars had over- 
come her Vertue: In truth it ſeems not natu- 
ral, that after having ſhow'd ſo much Ver- 


tue to an Husband of Seventy Years, ſhe 
ſhould ſo fail of her regard to this, who is 
young and handſome, if the fatal Influence 
of her Stars had not over- ruled her. 


The Relations of the poor Cook were 


filenced for two Hundred Piſtoles, the Che- 
valier's Friends gave them, declaring the 
good Man died of an Appoplex, and that 


the Chevaliers Crime was only a made Sto- 


ry. Thus you fee how he is acquitted and 


made innocent even to the King, who would 
have been willingly informed of the Truth, 


but ſeemed pleaſed when they aſſured him 
it was but a Fable; tho nothing can be more 
true, but Money does all things. 


Now have performed what you deſired 
concerning this unhappy Intrigue. You are 


very right when you obſerve, that they com- 
monly end with ſome Cataſtrophy. All this 
has fallen out in a very little time; that is, ſince 
F writ my laſt Letter; you ſhould have had 
it ſooner, if a Journey into a neighbouring 


my 
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Country had not prevented; I mean the 


into Fary-Land, where ſo many Sovereigns 


it a Pleaſure to ſee this City, whoſe Name 
its Sovereign has made ſo illuſtrious, and his 
= own ſo much more, that we doubt whether 
in our Grand-childrens time, they will not 
prefer his Name even to Alexanders; for 

| like that Heroe he has performed Actions 
which ſeem miraculous, and like him alfo 
finding his Anceſtor's Dominions too narrow 
for him, he has extended his Empire over 
three Kingdoms; fo that coming into the 
little Principality of Orange, I look d upon 
it as the Macedon of the Alexander of out 
Days. This Country has been ſo ſeverely 
treated during the War, that it holds from 
Nature only, all that is lovely in it: The 
Fortifications of his Capital City are demo- 
liſned, and the Walls razed to the Ground, 
which is a great Pity. Approaching Orange 
I ſaw in the Suburbs a Monument the Ro- 
— D 3 | mans 
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me were of Conſideration, who ſpoke from 


38 » 1g LaTTEA V. 


mars have left there ; it is a triumphal Arch 2 
rais'd to the Honour of Caius Marius, when 


he was victorious over the Cimbri, who he 
defeated in that great Plain of 15 M 


which bears the remembrance of his Name, 


it being called Camargae. On this Arch 1 
all the great Actions of that Roman are re- 


reſented naturally; there you may ſee his 
e and his Trophies, and even a ſhe 
Magitian, who always accompanied him: 
Notwithſtanding it is very antient, it is ſo 
well built, long before the Roman Emperors, 
yet is entire enough for all Travellers to ad- 
mire it. The City is little, but exceeding 
pretty, and man any police People of Quality 
10 it, who long for the return of their Prin- 
ces Government, whom they ſtyle their 


King, though France has not yet acknow- 
ledged him as ſuch: They believe he will 


ſo come thither, ſaying Heaven has plac'd 
him on the Throne. Upon this they told 


me a Story, which I ſhould hardly have 


believed, not being much inclined to give cre- 


dit to Miracles, but that thoſe that informed 


having been Eye · Witneſs of it; and it 


was alſo atteſted by the whole City, both 


Catholicks and Proteſtants. They ſay then, 
that this Prince, who .reigns at preſent in 
England being about ſeventeen Years old, 


gave a TRY Pardon to his Salers. who 
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had not behaved themſelves well during his 


Minority; this Pardon being publiſh'd in 
che Circa, which is in the middle of the 
City, and is ſtill a noble Remain of Antiquity, 


IT there was rais'd a kind of a Throne, where 
FT they placed the Effigies of that Prince, from 


whence the Pardon feem'd to ſhine, all the 
People being aſſembled round about, when 


= they began the Ceremony, they ſaw a Crown 


appear in the Air, and came till it ſtop'd 
= over againſt the Princes Chair at a very lit- 
= tle diſtance from it, and continued there 


—_ 


for three Hours, they all cried out, a Mi- 


7 racle! and from that Moment never doubt- 


ed that their Prince would become a King. 
This is a Thing not to be diſputed, though 
at ſeems very extraordinary, being of pub- 
lick Notoriety, and was confirmed to me 
even at Auignon, to which I am bat few 
Days returned, where, if you pleaſe, I at- 


tend your Information of the Cauſe of the 


Archbiſhop of Cambray's Diſgrace, I have 


had a real ſorrow for it, and know him too 
well to ſuſpect him of Hereſie, there muſt 


be ſomething more in it then I can compre- 
hend. Adieu, I am always guilty of writing 
too long Letters, through the Pleaſure 1 
have in entertaining you, but you cannot 


take ſo much with me, and will be tired 


with too much reading. 


I am, 


LIE T- 


Lerren VL 


8 8 O U R Letters, Madam, never 
SANS. &:&;& | 1 


„ ſeem long to me, therefore if 
* * vyou pleaſe, make no more Scru- 
3 pbples in the Caſe. Methinks, i 
Madam D'Urban is abſolutely 1 
cured of hers, and has but ill anſwered the 
Idea ſhe gave formerly of her Vertue; how- 
ever ſhe has found the Secret to diſtract two * 
Husbands, whom ſhe might have pleaſed, | 
had ſhe anticipated her Coquettry, and 
transferred her Vertue to her ſecond 
Marriage. It would have come to the 
fame thing, only changing the Time, 
but it is true which is ſaid of our Sex, wiz. 
that it is made contrary to it ſelf, and is 
ſubject to contradict it ſelf; but 1 leave her 
and have no more the ſame Concern for her; 
though her deſtiny makes me pitty her, I abhor 3 
the Chevaliers Crimes, Part of Which are un- 
known here, and he appears as he 9 
OY} as Ss 
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Wo, 1 faw him at 2 Ball the Day I received 
9 our Letter, [entangled] him extreamly' when 
I ſpoke to him of! Madam D'Urbay, and of 
ing her Picture behind his Chaſe; he 
1 enied all, for all villainous Things are de- 
4 4 ied, and Iquitted him beſore he could dif- 
over me. I ſee the Archbiſhop of Cam- 
| 2 touches your Heart, and els T muſt 
I Well you his Story; for which I muſt unfold 
Fe Myſtery, which is known to few People; 
. ou know it is not doubted here, that the 
ting has been long married to Madam de 
om this has appeared by many Cir- 
1 Wcumſtances, and by the little management 
ihe has obſerved with the Dauphin, and the 
vrinceſs de Conti: In ſhort, they ſay the 
peſire of being declared Queen has lately 
ſeized her, and ſhe has perſecuted t the King 
* armee on that Point, who reſiſted for 
ſome time, but at laſt in one of his tender 
Moments he permitted her to conſult his 
Confeſſor upon it, ſhe then thought her Af. 
fair in a hopeful way, not doubting Father 
14 Chaiſe would be glad to make his Court 
to her on that Occaſion, but he was too great 
a Politician, and knew lle could not declare 
himſelf on one Side, without being the 
Victim of the other, wherefore he had Skill 
enough to draw himſelf out of this Affair, 
like a cunning Jeſuite, telling the King he 
oh not think himſelf ſo good a Caſuiſt as to 
reſolve 
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reſolve ſo difficult and important a Matter: 
and defired him to think good, he mig A 
conſult amore enlightened Perſon, for whom 
he would be anſwerable to him, the King 4 
would not permit his Secret ſhould be known: 1 
but when he named Monſieur Fenelon, he 4 
made no Difficulty to confide in him. A A 
ſoon as the Archbiſhop knew what was in 1 
agitation, he was very melancholy, and ſaid 
to the Jeſuir, what have I done, eher that 
vou will ruin me? Well, however, let us go N 
to the King, who aid for them in his Clio 
pa where being entred, that Prelate fell i 
. Knees, and beſought him not to 
2 lim a Sacrifice, which his King pro-: 
miſed him, then Monſieur Ferelon, with his 
uſual Integrity, repreſented the Injury be I 
would do himſelf in declaring the Marrioge, 
and the dangerous Conſequences which mult 
follow ſuch a Declaration, the King found | 
the Solidity of his Reaſons, and reſolved to f 
ſtop ja Madam de Mazntewos. in vain i 
— 11 he told her it could not be; 
ſhe asked if it was Father Ia Chaiſe who Fi. 
ſwaded him, but he refuſed to tell her for 
ſome time, but at laſt by a Weakneſs; which 
muſt needs be condemned, he told her how 
all things had paſſed, ſhe diſſembled her 
Diſcontent, but contrived how to be reveng- 
ed, and immediately made it-fall upon chat 
* but the Jeſuit fhall have is T 10 
allo, 
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Time was ſpent inger⸗ 


hop, who never gave any ; hold to be taken | 
MS. but at laſt the Biſhop of Meavx, who | 
1 Jas diſcontented the King had not truſted 
1 with the Education of the Duke'of 
1 e „and that the Abbot Fenelon: was 
Wrctcrred before him, wich turning over a 
* book, wherein that Prelate treated of Divine 
F L Love, he believed; that with the Aſſiſtance of 
Artifice, he might give a bad Interpretation to 
Wome Expreſſions, which are not more ſtrain d 
ban thoſe of St. Fereſa, and many 8 
hich the Church has great Reverence, of 
Which he informed Madam Maintanon, who 
® her Revenge to him, who would omit 
no rem nne for it, and it is feared ſhe 
Will carry it very far. Moaſieur die Cam- 
us in his Dioceſe, expecting the Effects 
it with all the * N which ariſes 
from a good Conſcience, but is no longer 
Wreceptor to the Princes, all his Relations 
that were in the Service are broke, and one 
Jof his Brothers Who was in the Marine is | 
ſent home. The Jeſuits expect the ſane 
fortune, and I know not by what Polit icks 
they have already begun Acts of Hoſtility, 
for they have cauſed A Works to be 
a and We at - Lions, which 1 05 
8 An- 
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Maintenon wol 


more conſidered; but perhaps ſhe may abat: 3 
their Pride; the Italian Comedians hav * 


already felt her diſpleaſure, and are driven 
away for having acted the falſe prade of 
the Hypocrite, in Which they fay We 
Maintenon was expos d: All Paris regrets 
their Loſs, which had like to have deen! 
followed by that of the French Papen 


and the Opera, ſo far has the Fervour of Y 
our new Archbiſhop carried him. The 
Ladies of Pleafure have thank d her by 2 |: 9 
pleaſant Addreſs, which they have pteſent· Y 


© 


ed to her, reckoning they {hall have much 


more Practice, when there is nothing left 
to divert ſo many idle People, and offer 
her a Contribution for the Poor; this Ad- 


dreſs has ſſiewn into what ridiculous mea 


ſures ſhe has fallen, and obtained Gurte 
for the French Players and the Opera, 
giving a- ſmall Subſidy which muſt be paid 


* 8 
. 
is 1 


by all means have fob 
- preſs d. it may be by this little mange 3 


; have more for chem, and ike eifelvel 2 


* 


by every place to the Poor, whoſe Inte- | 
reſt: it'is become they ſhould be much fre- 


quented; ſo that the Preachers dare cry 


out againſt them no more. Farewel, you 


mention a certain Inchantreſs in one of 
"uw" Letters called Madam 4 St. Rhut, it 
ive; 


% 
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ves me a Curioſity, for methinks that 
SharaQer reigns at preſent, let me there- 
e know to whom you give it, I doubt 


c but it firs her, and that her Story muſt 


1d on my Part you ſhall be * of 
_ that paſſes here, 


Tam, 5 


11 1 


+ agreable, give it me then if you pleaſe, 


Madam, &c. 


L E T- 


= 


Famous by her Addreſs and Cunning : She 


| River of Sorgue. She was never, as T be- 


Things in the World; her Husband who 
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23% HE Hiſtory of Monſieur de Cam- Wl 


822 


3 T # Þrai gives me a real Grief, he 


Or 7 deſerved a better Fortune; but 
after all he ſuffers for Righteouſ- 


neſs ſake, which he might have avoided, 


if he had uſed leſs Sincerity, Since you 
deſire to know who Madam de St. Rhut is, 
I am ready to fatishie you With as few Errors 
as poſſible ; this Woman has made her ſelf 


was married at Carpentras, a little City de- 
pending upon Aviguen, Situated upon the 


lieve, handſome, at leaſt there is no remains 
of beauty in her Face; notwithſtanding 
which, ſhe has inſpired very extraordinary 
Paſſions, and done the moſt ſurpriſing 


knows her Genius much ſuperior to his, 
ſuffers himſelf to be governed, and ſub- 
. ſeribes 
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ff to Madam de Mazariv, who was then 
poked upon as that Monarch's future Mi- 
Iris; ſhe brought her to Court, and it was 
e alſo who Writ the Memoirs, which ap- 
Peared in the World under the Name of 
2 that Dutcheſs. Madam. de St. Rbut, wha 
Followed her only to make her Fortune, 
auitted her when ſhe ſaw her incline another 
ay, and returned to her Province, where 
ne endeavoured to pleaſe the Count de Suſe, 
he ſucceeded. as ſhe always did in whatever 
he undertook, The Count was married 
o Madam de Merinville, Daughter to the 
Governor of Narbonne, and as he has ever 
been the Ape of the Court, he imagined 


XI 


Ihe ought no longer to amuſe himſelf in 


— 


* 


x 


7 7 


loving his Wife, and fell downright into 
the Iatrigue Madam de St. Rbut had long 
contrived, and accordingly ſhe led him very 
far; he had an Uncle who kept a Father's 
Authority over him; this was the Biſhop of 
Viviers, a Prelate Venerable for his Age, 
and eſteemed for his Merit. The Counteſs 
de Suſe, who impatiently ſuffered her Huſ- 
band's Contempt, complained of it to the 
Biſhop, and he often made them Friends, 
but theſe Accommodations ' laſted but little, 
the Count doted upon Madam S'. Ws 
| NOPE an 


* 
* 
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and could not endure his Wife, but reſolved 4 
to forſake her; ſhe went to Vviers to ac- RY 
quaint the Biſhop- the could no longer en- 
dure it, but would go home to her Father, 
the Biſhop deſired her to ſtay ſome Days 
with him, which ſhe conſented to very 
obligingly ; dining with him he ſent for 
his Nephew, | who dared not fail! coming 
to him, and after having read him a long 
Lecture; he led him to his Wives Chamber, 
being about Bed · time, and left them toge- 
ther, exhorting them to forget all that was 
paſt, and to live more Affectionately for 
the Future. She was a Vertuous Woman, 
and loved her Husband, but his Sentiments 
were quite different, and could not ſuffer 
his Wives Preſence, and was no ſooner out 
of his Uncle ss, but he deſired the Steward 
to give him another Chamber; this made 
the Counteſs loſe all Patience, Love ſlighted, 
turning into Fury, ſhe took a Flambeau lay 
by, and ſet Fire to the Bed, the Count ſoon 
waked to prevent being burnt alive, and all 
the Family were allarmed, and flew to pre- 
vent the burning of the Epiſcopal Palace, 
the Biſhop ſoon got up frighted, and ſur- 
prized when he knew the Cauſe, he blam'd 
thi Counteſles Paſſion, but more the Count 
for being the Occaſion of it; and finding 
no room for a Recanciliation, he conſented 

| the * ſhould go home to her Father, 
5 but 


2 * 
5 24 


V, 
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Y Put petri Nephew, and to draw him 
rom this unhappy Engagement; he was 
4 e to ſo ſtrongly;"he" did evtry thing 


"| erplex him, cauſing his Creditors to 
SH ay all his Gbods, not leaving him ſo 
1 uch as a Knife for his Table; this the 
r 3 Fiſhop thought would make him come to 
s himſelf, but he was deceived; Madam de 
Ss Fg \Rbut had- _ Power over him who 
„in the mean time forgot not her Intereſt, 


and getring ſeveral Notes ſigned by — 
— what Sums ſhe pleaſed; ſne came 
8 Japon the Stage with bn Creditors, and 
ſeized upon his Land, to the Value af Fiſty 
Thouſand Crowns, and had the Artifice to 
perſwade him it was all for his Service; 
and at the ſame time, as ſhe pretended to 
blind her Husband, Who, ſaid ſhe, begun 
to be diſturbed at their Commerce, the 
Count fell into the Snare, and ſollicited 
the Judges in Madam de St. Rhut's Favour 
againſt himself, and then it was that 
People began to believe ſhe was a Sorcereſs, 
but the Count, Ruin d as he was, thought 
himſelf the ha ppieſt Man in the World, 
when he could be with her, and has been: 
often ſeen in his Houſe, where nothing was 
| left but bare Walls, to ſend for a Pullet and 
ſpread his Handkerchief upon the Floor, 


* 1 GI 


oO ſhe ob him that a 1 


to eat it with Madam Sr. Rhut, like the 


Mut ſoon grew obſolatoin the amily; and 
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had Charms for her in his Company; but | 
ſor all that ſhe has e ver ſince kept his Land 
ſafely ; 3 ber ' Hushand-ipleaſed - \ with this if K 
Acquiſition, - concerned: himſelf very little ly 
and — beheld: his Ruin with Plea: I 
ſure ; to ſuch a degree was he bew itched il 
by. this: Womas, and I believe he would 
have continued ſo: all his Life, if the had 
pot forſaken! him when: ſhe had gained the 
Prey, I have mentioned. Then, too late, he 
(aw the Fault he had dommitted, and writ 
to his Wife, who would : retuen no more 
to him; his only Son being Dead, he ſettled 
lis remaining Fortune upon his Brother's 
Children, Who by the direction of the 
Biſnop of Viviers, who always governed 
the Family, were oblig pay him Six- 


ed to 
teen Thauſand Livres 4 Year, with which 
he lives very great here, In the mean time 
Madam ae St. Rhut was ſeeking a farther For- 
tune; looking on every ſide ſhe found nothing 

more likely than to fix upon Monſieur 
Arnaux, a Rich, and an intimate Friend of 
Monſieur Colbert. Arno had a ve ry Old 

and Infirm Wife, and Two Sons, One Was 
brought up by Mon ſieur Seele, and | 
Daughter in a Monaſtry; Madam de Se. 


the World thought alſo: with Monſieur 47. 
gl Rang tell how it was, but Old 
| 4 


Kd 


reer 
ade, Awg howeyer, took no: umbrage 

onceing it, and 57 Rhut found l to 
reer t fo. meoalſary;- 40 that gon 
Woman, chat ſhe could not be without ber; 
is Commerce laſtedo without. aby Acc 


eat, but noa ſudden Monſiaur A, 
to her. own Advantage, conſidered bow ſhe 
uvived it; She had Eo: Sons, One called 
E Mogſigng' Sa; Savziury the bther Monſieur 
de St Niet. Madum Arnouy, Who was 
ready to Dia, but who, would gladly: have 
| mm off; zthat Affair ag lang paſſible, had 
ſtal amuſed her and [griched himſelf by it; 
fer ſhe was full of Maney, her Husband 
having left her the Childress Fortunes, St. 

EKlut contrived to gain her Phyſician's 4 
= de Arona, that to cure her of all hen Di- 
ſtempers, and to prevent Death, it was ab- 
fſalutehy neceſſary for her to marry a ſound 

luſtx young: Man, affuring her he v culd 
drs away all her Infirmities,. and com- 
Munieata his Health and Vigour to her «he 
ſecondedo hins Allertion with many Arg 
ments frame nilen and Aypecrater, aud was 
going an = M cams; into; the 
Chamber; ah Madam, ery d out Madam 
D* n never guet w 


hne 


medy 


* 


ways Phyſician by her Bed- side! who 


hat Re» 
y Has , 


| medhnke Oob 
_ - reply} ae but T wilt ir may 
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re 


Re-eſtabliſhyour Hes 


_ 88" dearothime- as enn; alas .ſxid-"the WY 


good Woman,” whenlyou' know'whae it is 1 
ee "(be plainly? is hot fit for me; 


hy ſo, aid Sr. 3 What tan-'this ter. 


fäl, Beineny be » Why, it is [162 matry, 
anfivered Madam De free, anch that too 


witha Voung Mang do but conſider to what 
degree {ſhould expoſe” my ſelf, and what 


de wong would <iiinle'6f ſach Ale tho 


fait D; Ar“, are you of the ſame Opi- 
8 nlonand-would you adviſe-ms after having 
lived with Reputation in the World, to 


ir ere negeſſary ſor my He a 
do not f hHeve vorys certain. expected 
replied Madam St NRhut, diff 
cole Reidy, andi!eannot find Why this 
ſhould: fright you; "the! Circlimanves 0 ought 


ad dee ie Ailiayooble y! I: think af 


Husband's:/Youth' is nb great Fault; what 


draw! the publick Cenſure upon my ſelf, 
and expoſe me to the Contempt of ſorne 


Voung Coxcomb; who" would Marry me 


_ . only co gain my Fortune, and lead a De- 


— 


a bauch de fe witkout any Care of me or 
my Health I muſt bea Fool to expect any 
thing elſe at my age; I cannot 


nd to 
be loved, and ſhould be hooted at, were 1 
eapable of fuch FINE to ſave a 1 
Tha | mal 
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Inyr mfr! Wa 


Pander of Lite, which 
1 dis:4 at. 1 orth hb ba les 0 
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F y 9 2 it is nor Fer our, | 
F br 1 to make, oa: lemorie At 
4 Ecernize. th cir. Names 83 ben ine, Ma dat 


3 Caſe, . and that it is becoming own. 
; Murthereſs, to be ſo 2 6, out Life; 
cam t, ſee how ,you can in Cont iotice” do 
it, all. rational 1855 who Eno] the mo- 


wg rage r e YOU, . ; 8 4 
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Fit po th the Chats 
itred, ! ie asked what Con- 
was which" ſeemed” ſo warm, 

Ig. 10 the” 'Shbjett, as Was agreed 
Yi tween them, the Father made it a 
C l 70 Madam D. Arnoux, 


ry 


ary 6 was Rs o fois, 
hs andre 1 8 threw HimfelF" at 
ire es Feet, An = 
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Bi hich he Rid were 
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x "Cont: 
fit” alone 
"ther 5 655 ins indir 
i OE we 
Sine 


ter hiving made 
don of a Certain Sun, 
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with. alt 1. he, and I 9 5 in 1 1 5 75 
3 5 end Sit, faid Madam St, Rb With- 


wilt Coff id 4. 15 greareſt .of allr ny 


| e VII. 
ing dhe Bleſſing | immedie 


bung Gentleman, an ber 1 52 was ah 
ped in Conſcience dem ges Man, 


\ ge 
9 Ster his 'Yquth for Her Service; : 


= 


ind not to ſeave him to her Childrens Dit: 
eretion, not forgetting Legacy to his Con- 
Went, for ring of Maſſes; and after all 
edis was perfotmied, he left the Voung Ca- 


ler with her. to accompliſh che ret; che | 


WPhyticlit' went with Madam st. Rbur, who 


; raid ter according to Agteement, then 


W ſhe went into Monſieur Arm's Apart- 
ment, who was Ignorant of all that had 
fed in his Mothers; but Sr. Rbut after a 
_ Preamble, acquainted him with - the 
„Which pot him firſt into an Aſtodiſh- 


big and then into 4 furious Paſſion 3 Sor- 
A cerefs, 


Witch,” cried be, Het out of the 
Foals, thou ' who haft Polteſt my Father 
his 100 9 thou now 12 779 


bed, pray fake an end, and by 


you « ir” "ang d 0 0 ver? pen m 1 
£ elk 0 OE of the" e 
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5 Why me. 100 = F oe DES Fa- 
there, 4 med_.n 1 ad only.. uled the 1 | 
Power... MYR bim to do 15 good 
Ofhiees;;x Ir. 00 I all choſe 
That Engg dons fo chere 1s clone, {0 
much, rits, our | this which 
wh ocgationed your alſic bog, ; "You. are not 

nor hh yore other bronx grew 

9 5 ato. your | at your 

Faber e lt her Mi 1 7 | 10 Eft; ez you 

| know ihe Weaknels. : Her 
Phyſician, Hired by ce ople, s per- 
ſwaded Her to Marry, 990 the had made a 
Choice, which Would hays ruined Jou, 


but Juckily, I, came, in befor the Barga 
EY ee ha Pe, 1 1 
her | m. Marrying, 
her rn faking. the. 
0 0 | 1 ha vg, deſtra) = 


On Sog, 
ro you 15 rel * If b 515 what 
you Ti . hs 1 


16 your Crea - 
ture nearer ' your Moth Cr, to 1 pole her to. 
Your, x dyantage, h 


thus: Sir, you ſee what, 
your , ite and Sorcerels, 1 50 - 
in, ence. 1020 "TOY A 
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, Cy 


Eure TyByBRy Ms 37 
ene diere re at What he 
* 7 0 perfectly el what 
A make of it; having an) —_— enſible 
1 feat heizung 2 aſter her, Come again, return. 
WT 0. ecncrovs. Creatute, rie he4aloud,5 
þ Wee Madam 4e Fe bam ſaid 
te deſire a, FAWN Converlation; 
| uh leave,yopy t to your, own. Repentance, 
Poor Monſiem P Arnet. 8 long; before 
could. mak bis Beace ith) her, but 
a ae JF mes! the ſhe was appealed ; 
the While th the Remedy, Madam 
© 4rnoux.had-recourſe $0, did not operate, 
A Wat the good Old Woman grew, worſe: eu 
Pay, Madam de $7. Rhut rene wed 2 
'Mplaiſance every Day, and, the Son Ia | 
Beſs, both having their ſeveral Intereſts, and 
at length by the aſſiſtance of her Son ſhe 
found means to Marry her Younger on 
Monſieur de St. Soiſous with Madamoiſelle 
D' Arnoux, and per gain d great Credit 
with her B perlwaded him that his 
Mother be fer * — Madamoiſelle D', 
Arnoux ber. Heireſs, and to Marry her to a 
Man of, great. Quslity, whom ſhe named, 
2nd that ber Son who ſtudied all his In- 
rexeſts had 1 this Secret and truſted 
her with it, that the beſt way to avoid 
this Law was, to; Marry, her to M 


onſieur 5 
4e Soilſons. ler ounger, Son, Monſieur N 


2 


hom. the Fear of loſing a large 
Neo "My. - 


tas 955 8 ed baden to al, 


5, and by bi 


Brbihiet-in-Law's Intereſt wis made Gaben br 


effi Galley, he being Intendent of the Ma. Wh 


tie Madam D' Arnonx beitig 0 longer Wl 
teceſty to 8. Rher s Deſigns, tht e en let 
her die; und Metpſteur de St. Sauveur fond 
Hlenſeir much ar his Eäſe, by the Fortune 
_ the loft him, ſoott after Marrying for hitn- 
ſelf; Monſieut' de Mur died Gef after. very 
coiventeny, and His Wife Baditg the Fa 
ty of Monſieur 4#nonx 16 profitable, aud 
| having acquired an Abfolute Power over 
hum; reſtived tu 6blize hirn to Marry her. 
' Menifiewr' D* Arnot was breÞ up with Mon- 
fieur” Seiyniloy, and had the misfortune to 
be hared by him only, becauſe Monſieur 
Colbert his Father during his Youth uſed 
often to propoſe” him as an Example for 
his Som to follow. —— Wherefore Monfienr 
D Arnoax, Tearing, ſome chaiſge in his For- 
tue, tho Monfieut' ds Seiynelays's equit 
migkt have ſecured him, for he knew He 
did his Duty. Sochetime after Morifietr 
Colle died, Mogſieur D Ari. —_ 
ans! Order from Monſieur + Seiynelay to 
come to him, he ſhewed it to Madam 87. 
2 hom he esuffſelled in all Things, 
told him it was not to be diſputed, 
he muſt wair on thar Miniſter; yer 
ENT the” as he Was reckt inclined to 
loye 


Co 
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eo, be will make you purchaſe his 
1 . 1 marrying 'es Fen 'bis 
9 you. IF hob you make him 


5 eur e er if you"compl Py 7 you will 
Wettaibly be” obliged to a very bad Marth; 
WW” foreſee” rhele eee ee, anſwered 
Monſieur” D' Arnowe, but where's the Re- 
Wiedy, "nothing mote eaſie replied Madam 
Ft. Rhur, Marty 2 . When Monſicur 
elay moo freer Propofal, cell Hint 

1 715 already Married, this will diſorder 
ett in * way of living, and" fave 
you Fro dangerous Step. You know-1 
aveloved you' lon 1 1 a my Conduct has 
FS ſhewn'it, and you el not hitherto 
ſt by wy y Advice, eve me, and do 
not — it dow, ſince it is for your 
n Intereſt 1'give ir you, the tenderneſs 1 
"ny for you, having never ſuffered me 
to conſider mine; I will never conftrain 
Jou, you may Have what Miſtreſſes' you 
p lle, ang live'as your Youth inclines you, 
1 will difpenfe With the Tributes which 
and you ſhall remem- 
al 1911 have a Wife only, by not matry- 
og” another; "ah Madam! faid Monſieur 
e Coche it be poßele to*have any 
Seeger 16 watds 4 Petf6n like you, no, 
u frfumph over that which Fever had to 


5 w- 2 7 * * 1.  V 


LE 2 


Martiage, Which was the only only Reaſon 
Habe Ride offered you oy Amel Fortune, 
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thought Life. Was, better a | With 


that tenderneſs, for ame, . which, 1 
1115 


Madam S.. Bla, yet I. would never g0, if 


my Life, what I owe you, a 


9 
—. 
4 A 
— » demo. 


diſpair for leaving his dear Wife of abqye 


was extreamly. ſurprized at this Extray: 


5 _ ere are any ſuch 
lieu D Aruon e $44 
| nat. Miniſter's 
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me to 


out. ſo 
1, Engager — 1 nee ſee... we 
ad then, be peed 0 ;Maby Pleaſures, 
21 [ball vos. FAT 15 Te Wen 

my intirely to vou; Too happy if you 

I pleaſe yet to receive 9 and preſexye 
ve. not 
generoully 
im, and au- 
You baye dane for,me.in;rhe 
Inclination draws me, ſaid 3 


merited, but Which you, h 
aſſured me of, Let us ER 
horize all that 


Church: Tho my 


I ſaw not your Service and Advantageè in it, 
and you muſt remember, Sir, this is the 
Third Victim my Love. has. offered to your 
Intereſt. Ves Madam, . aid; the gratefu 
Monſieur D Arnoux, k 1 | wilt remember. A 
vou 

find the utmoſt of my Ackna e 8 
upon this a Prieſt was ſent for, Who mar- 
ned them without Noiſe; ſome Days afte 
he took Poſt, to, Monſieur de Ne e in 


Tae Years Qld, Monieur,de 9 5 


Wedding, and made no doubt but 
Si. Rut was 4 Witch, whether others 2 
or no; and Mon- 

n he had rege Sf 
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RES Order retupfüedh 46 his geir wie 
25 Amore than Anda de Gin, and 
Who" they have lived tegether ſeveral Vest, 
i Nas not altered, but” plays with her, 
0 carries Her in his rms with the great- 
| ; er What I think” the * won- 


erful in aliddam S Rbut's Life is the 
Secret" of erenting ſo Violent and Laab 
3 E Love, ara Ape wherein-atother would 
le dicgult; thisis the Second Example 
"Ip e Has Furniſned us with; and I much 
FA Pete Whether the neut will find a Third; 
a5 the reſt; Madam Ste Rhiut has given her- 
Peif up to Devotion, and built a Convent 
for M em hear 'Qarpentras, upon a Mountain, 
ür rather à Tort of Hermitages. She has 
wade other Foundations alſo, and having 
many Friends and great Credit, ſhe does 
readily much Service for a great many 
People; ſhe has ſettled her Children extra- 
ordinarily well, the Younger Brother is like 
to Inherit Monſieur: D* Arnoux's Fortune 
whoſe Siſter he has Married, and the Eldeſ 
| has reaſon to be ſatisfied with what Old 
Madam D' Arnoux left him. The publick 
Sentiments are divided upon the Chap of 
Madam St. Rhat, now the Preſiderit* D' Ar- 
noux's Wife; ſome believe her a Sorcereſs, 
and others al Saint, but for my part 1 be- 
lieve her neither the one or the other, only 
« cunning artful — alliſted by For- 
3 | tune 7 


1124 
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it is enough hete to 
ſuppoſed: o —ů News, and the La. 4 


dies of this Coustry are .cxtreamly Gs F 


all knew, but now Lam ruiged. I read 
one of your Letters the other Day, Write 


that I knew nothing of them but con- 
| fuſedly, but 1 I would entreat you 
to give me his Hiſtory more particularly, 
ſhe expects it, and I wait for that Proof 
of your. kindneſs, I take no notice of 


ving 9— for yours to read it. Fore- 
well, let me know what paſſes concerning 


Which the Biſhop of Paris will give him; by 
bis Zeal without Knowledge, for as ak 
—— lays, every Noailles 1 is Imbecile. 


L eas as 19 the el 
be.'s Parifas, : to. be i, 


tune; Judge what y. 


, they ate not content with 


: Toys. er and Falbulas, -but wou 
know 
would | 
out of r unleſs they were 
informed of all Isttigues. And e 
known it ſufficientiy, they have been 


that paſſes at Cautt, or thy i 
elievo og Had never deen it, bu 


to- ſatisſied with- me, having, told the L 


Fa | 


to a Lady who told me ſhe had heard fome 
Diſcourſe of the Marquiſs de Caſſe who you| 
mentioned, and deſired me to tell her his} 
Adventures, which have made a; great Noiſe 
in the World, I told her, as it is Truth, 


Cu rea el — wr ww *_e.. a» 


mine for. writing you T long a Letter, ha- 


Monſieur de Cambray, and all the trouble 


Tan, 


JUS (Gantz) 73 
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riſon, there being ſame People of whom. it 
is ſo, to ſpeak too much. It ſhall not be 
my fault if you give nat the Content you 
deſire to your Ladies, I will begin to ſatis- 
fig them an Monſieur de Laſſe s Subject, you 
have ſeen him, God knows he is handſome, 
and has many Accompliſhments : He left 
bis Provinge, carly, to ſhew bioaſelf at Poris, 
whore he lived 160 and in Grangeur, by 
which he much diſordered. his Affairs; he 
ws ambitious, and believing the Proteſtant. 


nd = a * ©T 1 


Religion, 


vm. 


=” | ASA. 


Religion, which 
an Obſtacle to his Aren 
tee to been in the Faſhion. 
: Gange made bin wany Friends, 
the kalteſt way -poliible,. when;d 
his Progreſs; it Was a Latadreſs, called 
Mary Ae, 'which made this Ttrange Con- 
queſt. This. Maid had a wonderful Merit 
of Beauty, Win and à generous Heart; in 
fine, nothing was wanting but Birth and 
| Fortune, ro make her a moſt accomp Ale 
perſon. The old Duke of E Would 
have married By! but ſhe refiſed*to riſe" to 
ſo high a Rank, not thinking her ſelfworthy, 


nor believing ber ſelf capable to ſupport it; 
every Body admired her Prudence and Mo- 


_ deſty, Monſieur, de Laſſe, who loved her 
even to madneſs,” treated with her a Pro- 
poſal of Marriage, and was extreamly ſur- 
prized, when ſhe modeſtly refuſed him, be- | 
ing too wiſe for any Thought to poſſeſs her 
by other Means, Wherefore Monſieur de 
Te Was involved in the greateſt" Perplexi- 
ty. What, Madam, faid he, one Day to 
her, will you not except me, is it my Per- 
ſon that diſpleaſes you, ox is it my For- 
tune cannot ſatisſie you? Neither Matters of 
State not Politicks are concerned, I am a 
Gentleman but nt 4 Prince, and beſides that 
your, Merit repairs the want” of Birth, that 
| of Ly Woman is not altogether 

ſince 


PRES. 


he profeſſed, might en 
be turned C. MW 


Love — if 


I 
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cet ere are Dukes and Peers, nay Mer- 
f 4 hants of France, who have married thoſe 
= bf no better a Family than you, and who 
oſt certainly wanted your Deſert: After all, . 
em my own Maſter, and have Riches 
enough to ſupply what Fortune has refuſed' 
ou, what Reaſon have you then to make me 
Woeſpair, or what muſt Ido to pleaſe you? All 
og aid Mary Anne, is done, Sir, you do 
4 pleaſe me, I eſteem you, and ſhoul think 
my ſelf the happieſt Creature in the World 
vith you; but I will not purchaſe my Feli- 
Wcity at the Expence of yours : I refuſed the 
Duke of Lorrain, from whom I had not 
W thoſe Conſiderations due to his Dignity, 
would you have me ſhew leſs Generoſity to- 
wards you, and overthrow his Fortune; who, 
if 1 may ſo ſay, is the moſt dear tome? No, 
Sir, I am not fit for you, your Paſſion makes 
you think all Things eaſy, but mine does 
not blind me; your Family is Noble, but it 


ance to ſupport it; and mine would neithet 
| bring you Friends nor Fortune, and you can 
reckon upon nothing but a Repentance, which 
would bring me to Diſpair, to which I will 


not expoſe you. I only ask you ſome Part 
in your Efteem, and will try to merit it by 
not abuſing the Goodneſs you have for me ; 
after the Confeſſion I have made, you fee 1 
have reaſon to diſtruſt my Heart, ſo, * 
F | 


is neceſſary you ſhould ſeck a good Alli-- 
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paſſionate Lover, and the Hopes of finding 


her the moſt paſſionate Aſſeverations, ſhe | 


muſt be by Actions and not Words ſhe | 
could be perſwaded of it; and as he was offer- 


Women had prepared for him; Monſieur de 


vi 


5 
ws 
* 
58 


the Convent, with all the Eagerneſs of a 
his Miſtreſs in fach Sentiments as be wid Wl 
her inſpired with, but hers were much more 
diſintereſted z as ſoon as he came, ſhe asked 
him if he loved her till, and as he made 


broke off his Tranſports, and told him, it 


ing the moſt dangerous Proffers for her Ser- 
vice, ſhe exacted his Compliance to mar- 
ry a Lady extreamly rich, which ſhe, with 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome of the Religious 


Laſſ & rejected. the Propoſal, Love combat- 
ing latereſt in his Heart, but, Mary. Auue 
ar N uled 


+” 
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Jed ſo well the Power ſhe had over him, 
hat the Marriage was accompliſh'd:as the 
had projected it; and the Marquits carried 
is Wife to his Eſtate, and ſettled his Af 
ars with the large Fortune ſhe: bronght 
him. Mary Anne continued in her Retire - 
nent, and defired the Marquiſs to item upt 
ir no more; a whole Year paſt without his 
daring to break the Obligation ſhe laicb upon 
him got to write to her, when Madam de 
= Laſſe died. The Marquiſs alſo had no other 
Conſideration for her, but ſuch as a prudent 
Masa is obliged to in fuch a Marriage, and 
did not go after her to the Grave, but ſome 
Time being allowed for Decency-ſake, he 
*X threw his Heart and Fortune, which ſhe had 
much augmented, at Mary Annes Feet; the 
X heſitated for a Time, but at laſt the Inclina- 
tion ſhe had for Monſieur de Laſſe carried it. 
From her he enjoyed all the Fortune he had 
X with his firſt; Wife, ſo that ſhe need not 
make a Scruple for bringing him none, nor 
fear he ſhould want one, but ſhe had other 
Niceties, and when he preſs d her to haſten 
his Happineſs,. ſhe would not hinder herſelf 
from making Conditions. If I loved you 
less, ſaid ſne to him, I ſhould only open my 
Eyes to thoſe Advantages you offer me, but, 
Sir, they are not ſufficient ; for my Felicity 
depends on being loved by you; I would be- 
lieve I am fo already, and ſhould be un- 
. XY grateful 
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grateful if I doubted it; but who will be. 
anſwerhble I ſhall be ſo for the future? All 
Things paſs away, and love you with ſo 
much Tenderneſs, that I cannot ſee the leaſt 
Diminution in yours without dying. See 
therefore, Sir, whether you can be content 
with: a W ife, who giving herſelf wholly to . ! 
you, will alſo have you altogether hers, and Wi 
who can never think to preſerve you ſuch 
in the Tumult of a Court ſo Libertine as 
this; my Propoſition will fright -you, © but 
you muſt either reſolve to paſs your Life in 
Tranquility upon your Eſtate, or for ever 
renounce me. The amorous Marquiſs con- 
ſented to all, and was poſſeſs d of Mary Anne ; 
they went into the Country to make the 
Ecchoes repeat their Happineſs,” and Mary 
Anne could not conceive a greater, nor 
would have changed it with the greateſt 
Queen in the Univerſe, but the Marquiſs |* 
grew weary. of that Innocent Life, and 
ound a way to renew an old Law Suit, 
for a Pretext to go to Paris: Mary Anne 
felt this Separation moſt ſenſibly, and had 
forebodings of ſome diſmal Accident, the 
Marquiſs endeavoured to remove, them by 
the Jenderneſs of his parting, but was very 
glad to return to Court. As ſoon as he arri- 
ved at Paris, he thought leſs of the Law 
than bis Pleaſures, at firſt he writ very re- 
gularly, but ſoon after left: it off; Mary 
128 e e Anne 
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I 7 his with, 4 broken Heart I write, and with 


.. „ co mplain d of it tenderly, and in her 


Dir rz VIII. 69 


Melancholy, the ſent l to an. 


* love you Thirſis, 4 avow, in alle. eee 


Þ But you love not there lies my dreadful Fall, 
4 14 then your Paſſion every Day decline, 
| 4 ben you have had the certain'ſt Proof of mine > 


hat can inſpire you with a Thought ſo baſe 2 
mould I bad Phæbus or bright — Face. 
EB from you, my mournful Life. I hate, 

What ſerves my Rank, my Fortune, or my State; 


In write no more, it is a dreadful Sign, 


No more return, my Death is your defign : 


| Y es, the worſt of Ills, you make me prove,. 1, 


Dar t thou Ungrateful ſay again, I love, 
Believe him: not, let all this underſtand, 


gc trembling Han 


| The Marnie was neither moved with the 
| Verſe or Proſe of his Wife, who from the 
Report of his diſorderly Life in Paris ſhe 
was ſo afflicted with it, that though ſhe had 
both feared: it and foreſeen it, yet -ſhe laid 
to Heart, and died for Love of the moſt un- 
grateful Man upon the Earth, who received 
this News when he leaſt expected it, and 
the remorſe it caus d him for the Death of 
ſo Virtuous a Wife, awaked all. the ſſeep- 
ing Paſſion he had for her formerly, which 
e him to Deſpair. He would have ſhut 
F 3 Hhiimſelf 
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70 Lirrix VIII. 3 

Himſelf in the Monaſtery of Is Trupe, but as Wl 
violent Palfions are never laſting, he com- 
forted himſelf, and appeared every Day more 
ſhming at Court, where he married the 
Priac&s natural Daughter; her Mother is 
not known, the World ſays ſhe was the 
Counteſs de Mare the Marſhal de Granrey's 


ghter, but refer you to the Count de 


. 


Biffy fer his Geneology, who has written ñ 
the Atmours of the Prince and Madam de 
Mate: This, Madam, is all I know, and it 
is this Brotherhood, tho by the left Hand, 
which hath introduced the Marquiſs into al! 
the Duke's Pleaſures, and his Wife, the 
Dutcheſs e Maine; ſuſpects he procures him 
ſome wich are not to her Advantage or Li- 
king. Our is purſuing his, being joined 
to the Biſhop of Meaux, to ſecond the Re- 
venge of Madam Maintenon, and writes a- 
gain(t the Archbiſhop of Cambray, whom 
they have accuſed of a new Tranſgreſſion, 
if'# Bodk; called, Telemac bus, in which they 
cher e binn with reflecting upon the Go- 
vetticgent; this Book is prohibited, which 
makes ar ſelf the better, for every one wilt 
have lit and nothing can be finer written; it is 
aft Imitation of Homer's Odyſſer, which are 
the Theams he | gave the Duke of Bur- 
gui eollected inte a Volume, in which 
he gryes the Idea of a gentle Government, 
ſo chat Prince ws is born to reign, ro : 
FORE S ' rhis 


” 


ET xrxk VL 21 
chis preſent not ſeeming ſuch they fay 
this Prelate has tacitly ſatyrized upon it, 
but they would have done better to profit 
y thoſe Councils he makes Meuter (who is 
a deed rhe Goddeſs Minerva under his Name 
give to the Son of Uſes; the Book is ad- 
Wmirably written, and I doubt not you will 
MF fon ſee it; you will find the uſeful and the 
= delightful at: the ſame time, if you have 
ſeen it already, it will give you all the Sa- 
tisfaction imaginable. Adieu. If you pleaſe, 
let us continue our Correſpondence, I make 
you no Compliment to excuſe my Jong Let- 
ter which the Hiſtory of Monſieur de Laſſe 
has quite filled, 
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Am very much obliged to you, 
* Madam, for the Story of Mon- 


23 


s eur de Laſſe, our Ladies have 
Pp Mo read it with great Pleaſure ; we 
| 388888 lament the Fortune of the 

lovely Mary Anne, and as much blame the 

'  Marguiſs; but for News, Madam DDr ba. 

zs returned; ſhe went firſt to Baynols, to a 

Relation of her Husbands, the "une Who 


1 5 refus d to carry the Letter to Paris, for pro- 
curing an Order to ſhut her up in a Con- 


vent; this her in his Houſe, 
b as laid of the Pals he giving 
G no ſcruple 
: loves her till, 
and being! 8 Exam- 


3 8 ö ple alla, he | * 

1 rought her home 
laving given her Hus 
ler 


— 


and Sow 2 5 4 
Journey, or at leaſt he has receiyed them 
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Wor, ſuch; ſo that they are in the beſt Intel- 
agence imaginable, Scandal does ner come 
ear them, and whether it is on Monſieur 
pos Conſideration, or a ſeruple of Con- 
ience, every one is in a profound Silence, 
ad the Rhone ſeems become the River Lecke; 
as the other Day in the Commander Mal- 
acbisi's Garden, which is like Pelemom s 
Nouſe, mentioned in Caſſandra, a real Thea: 
tre, where every Day, ſome new Scene is 
acted; I was with good Company when we 
aw a handſome Gentleman come in, who. 


1 
E. 
* 3 
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bought Madam D Urbas in every Corner of 
che Garden, whom as ſoon as he found, he 
took her about the Neck, and tenderly em- 
F raced her, Monſieur DUrbas being by; 
chey were not much ſuſpected, we ſuppo- 
ſing it muſt be ſome near Relation, and ſo 
IS he was, he being her Father; I was never 
more ſurprized, than when. I learnt it. 1, 
vas ſo prejudiced againſt him, my Imagi- 

nation having given me a horrid Idea of 
bim; I fancied, him with deformed terrible 
Eyes and a furious Mien, it having been 
long 1 ce I heard of him I thought him de- 
crepid, but was, aſtoniſh'd to ſee a Man who 


ſeemed not forty, Years old, though 1; be- 
lieve he 1s more than fifty, but look'd like-gn 
Angel with the ſweeteſt Phyſiogoomy can be 
{cen, but for all that I had a ſecret Abhor- 

| rence of him, when I thought of his Wiles 
—— leplo- 


\ 1 | 


74 I r 
depldrable Death. Þ 
Nosd Man with him, Who Was wee 10 * 
handfome, nor had fo good 4 Mien. Mon. £ 
fieur-and Madam I D 'Urban ſhew'd chem many 4 r - 
Oivilities, and carried them home; we all WM 
dem to ours; and that "Night: noting 
wat'ralk'diof ar Abie g10%,( but the Arrival of 
: the arquiſs d Ganges 5 ae His Brothers; for 
theclxtle- Mann] M. was the Count de Ga» if 
 $57!©olonet of the Regiment” of Dragon 

of Dangncdor;" Husbang” to the fair Cv 2 
au Candinal de Bonſts Miſtreſs; with whom | 
he e out, and to him it was, | 2 

Gow? 4% Garges Fortune, aud . bad "the 4 

Generoſity to feſtore it to his Son as ſoon as 

he eme of Age to enjoy it. The yolhe 5 
Marquiſs, whom you know married a ral 
of Quality, rich and beautiful, whom he | 7 
Carried to Ganges, where he left her to 62 
bis Regiment and do his Duty; Monſieur de | 
Ganges, the Father,” was then in the Caltte, | 4 
8 abt, he Was tellerated, there xcing 'no | 4 
more Talk of old Matters, and there was 
— Body concerned enoug h to be His Er 
my, or oblige him to ler lu Baniſhmefit: 
5 he kept himſelf conceafed; but after 
{While he found the Seerer to pleaſe Mon- 
ſeuf dr Bavil, by forcing his Vallals to go to 
Maſs; this Intendant writ'to him often up- 
akt Scene, and TT him come to Mont- 
00 71 . | | _ pelier 


bier to conſult with him: This Protection 
uſed him to hide himſelf no more; his 
n recommended his Wife to him paſſf 


** 


| o. 
Watcly, and left her under his Care, but 
e being a new Catholick, and he writing 
ſignalize his Zeal, he took a Maid from 
er whom ſhe loved very much, and had 
een long with her: The young Marquiſs 
4 q iflembled her Sorrows, though ſhe often 
3 Fecceived many of the fame” kind; e Was 
None in the Gaſtle with this tevtibde Fathers 
* Claw, to whom all obeyed in it; ſhe could 
IJ xt ſit at Table with him in the fame: Apart 
EF ky all alone, where her Mother-in-taw- 
ame to ſo tragical and End, without N 
Per own; but ſhe had much' more to appr 
end, when ſhe found in the ſame kahl in- 
2 aw a paſſionate Lover, ſhe grew excerdingly 
ler d what Conduct ſhe ſhould uſe, both 
Duty and Inolination forbid her to flatter 
Wh orimionhs Pitkin, but it was dapgerous to 
1 rovoke: him whoſe 'Deſives' p produced ſuch 
| ferrible Conſequences, of which ſuelr dreadful 
: rm had been ſeen. The young Marquiſs 
new not which way to withdraw from fo dan- 
1 Perous a Step: If ſhe pretended ſome Journey, 
the Pretence of her Religion was ſufficient for 
Yher Father-in-law to prevent her going; ſhe 
knew not who to confide in, but ſuſpected. 
every one in the Caſtle. The Baron de 
Hey her Father, was but a new- * e 
ick 
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lick 8 and liad ſuffered much for . 
his Religion, wherefore if ſnhe writ to him, 
ſhe believed her Father-in-law would open 
her Letters, and make it a Merit with "the 3 
latendaat, who would rather praiſe him 
than blame him for it; for every thing is 
permitted when the Prorogation of the 
Faith is concerned: There remained but one 
Remedy to all the Ills the Marquiſs endured; 0 
and from that ſhe: could expect but a don I 
Relief, but ſhe: had recourſe -to it, which | 
[i 

| 

| 


was to Write to her Husband. He was an 
old Catholick, therefore there was no pre 
tenden to open his Letters. The Marquis ö 
received has which: his Wife ſent. him upon 
this Subject, and trembled to think of the 
Danger ſhe was expoſed to, liſtening — 
to his firſt Mations; he took Poſt to Paris 
and threw himſelf at the King's Feet, to be- 
ſieech him he would be pleaſed: to oblige his | 
Father to return into his Exile, promi 
the; King to furniſu him with all things ne- 
N to what place ſoever he would re- 
ire; He was ſurprized when he heard Mon- 

— de Ganges had broke his Baniſhment, 
and, ordered it he was found in the Kingdom 
his Proceſs {hould be made ane w: His Sons 
Action Was ill interpreted, by + thoſe who 
knew not his Reaſons; and the King blamed 
him himſelf. I cannot excuſe him, thavgh [am 
COnRFERPE, for his . but the * 

e 
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is Ganges being at Court, learn d what paſed 
gainſt his Brother, and rid Poſt to take 
1 him out of the Caſtle, and conduct Him to 
4 En where he was juſt arrived when we 
aw him come into the Garden of the Com- 
mander Malalachini. Madam D'Urban did 
all ſhe could to engage her Father to ſtay 
at Avignon, but it did not agree with the pre- 
ſent Situation of his Circumſtances ; he 
choc to go to L Ile, a little charming Ci- 
12 near the Fountain of Vaucluſe. The 
Count Je Ganges his Brother, whom the 
Wee with his Wife had made melancho- 
of accompanied him in his Retirement. 
There was leſs notice taken of their Depar- 
4 ture, than of the Arrival of Monſieur 
I W Poitlipeans, Son to Monſieur Pontchartrain 
Comptroller-General of the Finances, and 
conſequently the Son of Fortune - alſo, 
though he is neither handſome nor genteel, | 
pet all our Ladies were in Arms to make a 
& Conqueſt" of him, and all the Gentlemen 
to make their Court. The Marquiſs des 
8 Eſards, who though rich, and without 
Children, has ſtill ſome Ideas of Fortune 
in his Head, and followed this little Cods- 
head in the Journey he is making; there 
happened to him near Montpelier a very 
| ridiculoas adventure, but not very divert - 
ing for himſelf. Monſieur Philipeaux go- 
ing to viſit the Port de CO mee 
ö | de Baville 


7 


d. Banifle bearing bim ee wit 


ordinary Occaſion for a Cloſe ſtool, alter 
his Digeſtion, 
he did all he could with his retentive Fa- 
he e 


Side of the Boat: Des Eſfards quickly took | 


ture had not the Civility to ſlay for; as 
this en pedal, his Drawers 
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1 
the Courtier des Efards, they took a Cha- 


Joop tb paſs the Water Which jnins to the 7 | 


Meaiteravean, but the Wind being con. 
tray they happened to be longer than 

they expected in the Paſſage; they en 
ed themſelves, having dined plentifully be. 
„ atmo Wer 3 he throug h the Care of 
Monſieur de Baville, 1 the poor Mar- 
quiſa, ho is a hearty Feeder, had an extra. 


being extreamly hard put to 
it in the-Chaloop, which was but very I. 1 | 
tle, and without any ſpare Hole to caſe him, 


culty, there being no poſitbiliry of landing, 9 
havged Colour, and redned feveral 
times, - and was obſerved i in moſt dreadful J 
Conterſions; 3 they rubb'd him with A e 1 
ry- water, but all ſignified nothing, till at laſt | 
he fainted, upon which they perceived cer- 
tain tain exhalations from the Cauſe of his III 
nels. - Monſieur Philipeaux"blamed him for if 
not communicating his Neceſſities; and to 
remedy; further Danger permitted him to 

put his Backſide into the Air over the 


advantage of that Permiſſion, which Na- 


i N were 


— 
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l ph, out at is expence ; : | ut. Mon, 
| bh did, not 18 5 
1 Wor. en he at. Get « 


Wfreaking u Eye 
* ut of Fa Head, but ine ack Was 2 fall 
I 950 but had an 7 the 45 8 a * 
right have been lent to t OIP1 

9 NE Hundred. Ha in Fade His V, EE 
FChambre immediately took another 901 
. Portmanteau and put it in the Pla ace, and 
Jaa Moment it, was not mils d; it is there 
ore good to have a Proviſion, as. des Ef- 
i ards would have been very glad to have. 
4 b t Drawers, but there was no Remedy ex- 
Kept. Patience till he came to ' Montpellier, 
here he changed all and came to the 
F ount de Broglios,, who made a Magnifi- 


| cent Treat for Monſieur Philipeaux. This 
Count commands the Troops n Languedoc, 


nd is Brother: in- lau / to Monſieur Baville, 
| Trennt to that Province ; he has 1 a 
Wa Secret by taking ſome Proteſtant Preachers, 
Ito perſwade the Court his Brother's Peſence is, 
aasee in that Country, by which Meaus 
Jeiving him an Opportunity to ſettle a nu- 
merous Family, and raiſe abundance. of 
| Money there. de Iatendant does not hy? ; 


1 1 
his Coffers; they ſay he has not leſs Co- 
vetouſneſs for Money, than Avidity for | 
the Proteſtants Blood, and that he ſheds 
the one to attain the other. The Coun- 
tels de Ganges was at Monſieur de Brog- 
los Etertainment, though there is no 
great Friendſhip between them. She ſeem'd i 

melancholy, 5 85 ſaid, for the Abſence 

of her Husband, who conſumes his Days 

in Grief in that Country. They fay ſhe is ve - 

ry lovely, tho ſhe is no longer Young. I think 

to goto Montpelier, where I have a great De- 

| fire to ſee that Lady, and her Cardinal, whom 
they ſay is yet very handſom; I have 

heard much Talk of their Intrigues, and 

when I know the Particulars, you ſhall be 

2cquainted with them, ſince my News is 

| agreeable to you, and if you pleaſe fend | 
1 me yours. Tam ask'd here every Day a 
=. hundred Queſtions about Madam Mainte- 
| non, as who ſhe is? From whence ſhe comes? | 

| Who are related to her > Cc. I confeſs I 
1 dont know; but I dare not own it for 
A Honour; I know ſhe is a Seaman's 
Widow, and that's all, but I never was 
curious to know her Genealogy, except 
her Brother, who every Body knows: I al- 

j ways look d on her as on Melchiſedeck. 
| Help me out in this Affair, by telling me 
| what you know, and pray inform your 
felf of what you know” not, and * 
os OT” "AY 


all, be ſure to get good Memorandums ; for 
it is eſſential in Things of Fact, to be juſt, 
above all in this S whe 

| give more Atten tion to 

Things, Te. e 


* 
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5 "55 O U ask me more this you. think 
| Madam, when you deſire me to 
8 Dy 


give you the, Hiſtory of Madam 
de Minne; 10 body hitherto 
has dared: attempt it, aht 
dertaking in many reſpects; but time will 


come, N Pens "wil be imploy'd 
on that Subject; beides, 1 have told you 
already, it is daggerous to talk of ſome 
People; yet all theſe Conſiderations don't 
hinder me, but relying upon your Diſcre- 
tion, I give you the Proof of my Confi- 
dence in you, and will acquaint you with 
all I know of Madam de Maintenon. © 
Her Name was Frances D' Aubig guy, ſhe 
a Gentlewoman, and Monſieur D' Au- 
f 35 51 her Grandfather was a Gentleman of 
Merit and Conſideration ; he was a Prote- 
ſtant, and is buried in peter Church in 
| Gemevaz the Father of our Heroine, was Son 
| to 


| it AS 1 bold Un- 7 | 


to that Hiuſtrious D'Aubigny : In his early 
W Youth he had the Misfortue to fall into the 
Hands of the Magiſtrate, I know not for 
what Cauſe, but he had run the hazard of 
his Life, if the Keeper's Daughter, touch d 
with his Merit and Misfortune, had not re- 
ſolved to give him his Liberty; ſhe was ex- 
ceeding lovely and very generous. Mon- 
ſieur D' Aubigay who Taw, her honeſt Heart. 
and the Neceſſity he was under to gain her 
Eſteem, took great Care to oblige her, and 
W ſucceeded in it; when he thought he might 
depend upon her Tenderneſs, he offered 
her a Life which could not be preſerved but 

by her Means, vowing to her, that the 


Hopes of paſling it with her, made him 


& wiſh it; ſhe melted by fo obliging a Diſ- 
& courſe, and the Vows he made her, did the 
© ſame to him, promiſing to eſcape out of 
the Priſon with him, and follow him to the 
= Antzpodes, if it were needful, provided he 
would marry her the firſt Opportunity; 
thus being agreed on the Matter, they 
thought of nothing but their Liberty; Mon- 
ſieur D' Aubigney reffer d himſelf to his Mi- 
ſtreſs s Care, who took her Meaſures fo juſt, 
| that in few Days ſhe warn'd him to be rea- 
dy the next Night, which ſhe choſe for its 
-obſcurity, to favour their Deſign, and af- 
ter having made her Love grope very ſoft- 
1y through divers Places where Love was 
11000 1] their 
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their Gulde, ſhe led him to a Street where 
a truſty Perſon and Horſes waited for them, | 
who conducted them with Care and Dili 
gence'to a Place of Safety, where Monſieur Wi 
 D' Aubigney who had all the Principles of an 
honeſt: Man fulfilled the Promiſe he had 
made to his Miſtreſs, and married her pub- 
lickly. Their Flight made a great Noiſe i 
in the Place they eſcaped from, but though i 
they were purſued, that failing, the Gldrrieur = 
ceas d. Monſieur D'Azbigney, and his young 
Wife, enjoyed all the ſweetneſs of Liberty BW 
in their Retirement; the had taken all with 
her ſhe could carry: they made Money of 
every Thing, and while it laſted were the 
happieſt: Creatures in the World, but this 
Fund-not being conſiderable enough to Jaſt, i 
it was ſoon drained, not being able to live F 
of mere Kindneſs, Monſieur D' Aubigny fell 
into a Danger as great as. that he had e(- 
cap ed, for he was ready to die of Hunger; 
all his Grief was to ſee his dear Wife expo - 
fed to it alſo, and a little Creature who iſ 
was the Fruit of their Love to looſe the 
Light | before it had well ſeen it. In this 
ſevere Extremity, he undertook: a dange- 
rous Deſign, and hazarding none but him- 
ſelf, executed it without conſulting his Wife, 
he returned to France, hoping to find Means 
to get ſome of his Efegs tor his Subſiſt- 
ance, thinking when as had an indifferent 
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um te to return. again to has, and that as 
eber thought no more of him in his Coun- 
cy, by the means of ſome Friend, he might 
ve concealed there ſome time; but all this 
ſucceeded very ill, for he fell into bad 
Hands, which delivered him into thoſe of 
ate he had not taken leave of his Wife 
hd knew: nothing of his Deſign, but by 
a Letter from his firſt Nights Lodging; the 
| News made her tremble tor the Life. of a 

Husband fo. dear to her; in theſe ible "i 
I ſhe learnt the Misfortune which 

' ſhe had ſo much Reaſon to fear, and which 
was ſent her of her Husband's being in Pri- 
ſon, if it were true, it was poſſible to die of 
Grief, Madam D'Aubigny. had done it that 
Moment; but ſhe armed her ſell with 
Conſtancy, and not being able to com- 
fort herſelf. that ſhe could deliver him a ſe- 
cond Time out of Priſon, ſhe reſolved to 
| ſhare it with him ; whatſoever might be al- 
| ledged for her being pretty far gone with 
Child, ſhe conſidered. nothing, but made 
haſt 0 become a Priſoner with him; there 
it was ſhe was brought to Bed of this fa- 
mous Daughter, who is the Wonder of the 
Age, Monſieur D' Aubigny's Relations being 
diſcontented both wich his Conduct and his 
Marriage had abandoned him, and Madam 
de Villette his Siſter, was the only that 
(NPE. him, the was ſo. touch d with 
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with miſerable Rags, -and expoſed to the 


- ing, Cry, would have melted the hardeſt il 
Heart. Miſery and Sdrrow had quite dried Wi 


ter, who was ſince Madam de St. Hermine, 


the took the little D Aubigny home, and her 


found means by changing his Religion, to 


the Kingdom, reſolving never to ſet his 
Foot in it more, therefore tried to raiſe a 
Sum for ſo long 2 Voyage, and to embark 
himſelf wich his Family for America, where 


eſt Care being the Education of their Chil- 
dren. They Necteses beſt in their Daugh- 
ter, who is certainly a Prodigy of Wit; the 


mh. "Monlicur and Madam D Aabigny died 


L is 
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dndition ſhe found him in, (wanting Wl 

all Neceffaries) and above all, that Ubi 8 

was moſt ſad, a poor little Infant covered 


Horrors of ſtarving,” which by its languiſh- 


up Madam D Aubigays Milk, who having 
nothing elſe to give her Daughter, expected 
every Moment to fee it die in her Arms. x 

Madam de Villette had allo a little Davgh- 


and her Nurſe having a great deal of Milk 
Daughters Nurſe ſuckled both, // She ſent 
her Aker Linnen for himſelf and Wife, 
and ſometime after, Monſieur D ' Aubigny 


get out of Priſon, but was obliged to leave 


he lived in quiet with his Wife, their great- 


Son who is now called the Count D' Aubig- 
WN not want it, but we may truly ſay, 
Merit is fallen to the Diſtaff of this Fa- 


in 
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1 in their, Exile,” and, gelt theit Foes ine 
bot young: the Daughter beiog the-eldeſt, 
as already a Negra, grown, encouraged 
Vith the deſite to ſes her Country: a n 
A Wo! Iaſtinct to all Creatures, and; boping 
to recovet ſomething, of her Fathers For- 
W tune, ſhe ſought means of eee. to 
1 oy and finding a Veſſel, teadynto take 
chat Voyage, ſhe embark d in it, and land- 
ed at Rochalie, from ;wheace ſhe ooh the 
x Road. to Poistau; FA. find her Aunt » Ma- 
dam de Villatte, to whom. the knew ſhe 
od her Life; who after having formed 
ber there was no hopes of recovering her 
W Father's Fortune which was diſſipated and 
= conſumed by the Law, ſhe ac cquainted. her 
ſhe. might ſtay with her, and ſhould never 
want Bread; Madam Aubigny excepted her 
Aunts Offer, and endeavoured. to be ſervi- 
ceable to a Perſon ſhe could not be without; 9 
above all ſhe. ſtrived to gain the Love =—_ 
of her.Couſin, whoſe; Milk ſhe had ſuck d, | 
and to pleaſe her ſhe ſhew'd a great Incli- 
nation to underſtand the Religion of her ö 
Family, deſiring to ſee their Miniſters, and 
to bear their Sermogs, in a little time, 
ſeeming to be much ſatisfied with the Pro- 
teſtant Hoctrines, there is no doubt hut the 
had embraced that Religion, if ſome of her 
Fathers Relations who were Catholicks, and 
why had forſaken him in his Troubles, had 
Br EN — eie 


88 , Li rx > ROM 


| not thou aheto make their Court; by inform- to 
15 7 5 ni gher powers with the Danger of the With 
ation, Madam: D Aablgnon was expos'd Wi 


to, defi ſting an Order to place her among the 
Catholicks. This Advice was very well re- 
ceived at Court, Madam D*Aubigny was 
commanded to be taken from Madam de Y1- 
leite, and delivered to her zealous, officious 
Relations : This Order was executed, ſhe 
being violently torn from the Arms of Ma- 
dam de'Villette her Aunt, Who only had 
taken any Care of her, ſhe wept much at 
parting, and proteſted to her Couſin, who 
Was _ married to Monſieur de St. Her- 
mine, that ſhe would ever preſerve the fa- 
vourable Opinion ſhe had of their Religion, 


with the Memory of all their Kindneſs, and 


would ſhow it when Time and Place offer- 
ed. Her Aunt and Couſin, who never 
thought of offering any Violenee to her 
Inelinations, though they were aceus'd of 
it, embrac'd her tenderly, without 4ofiſting 
upon that Article; ſhe was carried to a 
Relations Who had a Law Suit at Paris, 
and being obliged to go thither, ſhe. took 


her with' her, believing both her Wit and 


charming Perſon might become ſerviceable 
to her in her Sollicitations. This Lady 
took a Chamber ready furniſh'd in the ſame 
Houſt here the famous Scarros was lodg d, 
and an Acquaintance with him, deſiring 


him one . Day when ſhe went abroad alone, 
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tif 
to permit Madamoiſelle D' Aubigay to ſtay 
in bis Apartment, looking upon it as an 
Advantage, by which her Couſin might ra- 
ther gain than loſe : All know that Scarron 
had nothing perfect but his Wit, and that 
he was miſerably deformed, wry Neck d, and 
ſo infirm, that he called himſelf the Queen's 


co him five hundred Crowns a Vear Penſion; 
ſo that a'Lady's Virtue was in no danger 


Jof Madamoiſelle D' 4ubigny, who her Rela- 


| | opportunity to ſee Madamoiſelle D' Aubrg- 


had perſecuted her, even before ſhe came 
into the World, her manner of telling them 
being able to move Compaſſion in the moſt 

obdurate Hearts, that he reſolved to make 
her eaſy, by giving her a ſufficient Sum to 


become a Nun; but thinking further, he 
offered an Alternative, which ſhe could not 
have ſuppos d or imagin'd; one Day when 
ſhe left him as uſual, Madamoiſelle, ſaid he, 


| am ſenſible of all the Afflictions you have 
ſuffered, and the Situation you are in at 


preſent, and for ſome Days paſt I have 
mm 15 „ 27 
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dick · man or Patient, which Title was worth 


& with him; he was charmed with the Wit 


tion took with her when ſhe went to ſolli⸗ 
cite the Judges; but when ſhe ſaw only her 
W Counſellors and Actings, ſhe lett her with 
= Scarron, and took a Chair, he having often 


, diſcovered new Charms every Day: He 
was ſo moved with thoſe Misfortunes which 
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been thinking of Means to remedy all, and Wi 
think. at lengeh I have found two, you (hall 
chooſe which of them will be; moſt. agree- 
able to you, or reject both, i .neither be ſo; 
I wiſh I were in a. Condition to procure il 
you ſuch a Fortune as you merit, but mine 
is to limited for that, and all I can offer 
is to divide it with you, or to chooſe a 


. 


Convent, to which ! will pay Your Ad- 3 


miſſion; I wiſh 1 were able to do better, 
conſider, Madam, and conſult your ſelf; 
I know I am but a wretched Spark, but | 
cannot new mould my ſelf, therefore I muſt i 
give my ſelf to you ſuch as I am, and aſ- 
| ſure. you, even ſuch as I am, I would not 
give my ſelf to another; for I muſt eſteem 
you wonderfully, ſince. you have been able bl 
to inſpire me with the deſire of marrying, 
which is aſſuredly the Thing in the World 

I have leaſt thought of. Conſider then, Ma- 
dam, and determine with your ſelf, either 
to remain as you are without further Com- 
plaints, it being in your own Choice, to be 
2 Nun, or to become my Wife. Madamoi- 
ſelle D' Aubiguy thank d Monſieur Scarron as 
ſhe ought ;; ſhe found the diſagreeable Con- 
dition of being at anothers, finding too 
1 plainly, not to wiſh a Settlement, though 
not ſo advantagious, yet which the leaſt 
aſſured her of Bread; wherefore. no doubt, 
having no Vocation to a Monaſtick Rs 
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je anſwered Monſieur Scarton with Helita- 
tion, thut ſhe had too many Obligations to 
him not to make that Choice which might, 
put her in a Condition to | ſhew. him her 
Aeknowledgments by her Care of him: 
IF Scarron who had formed an agreeable Idea 
of ſpending his Life with a Perſon he had 
sd much Reaſon to he happy in, was abun- 
dantly overjoyed with Her Anſwer : they 

5 agreed that very Evening to aslt the Con- 
ſent of her Relation, who gave it with all 
her Heart, and this Marriage which ſo ſoon 
concluded, was the beginning of Madam de 
Mainteron's Fortune: She lived with this II- 
laſtrious Husband in thꝭ meſt happy man- 
ner; he had enough to maintain them, ſo 


1 


5 
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tbat ſhe never wanted any thing; but as 
his Revenue was but during his Lite; ſne loſt 
all in looſing him, and found her ſelf in 
the ſame. Condition ſhe was before Marri- 
age: She retired into the Hoſpitaliares in the 
Palace Royal, where the Friends of her de- 
ceaſed Husband took Care of her; there 
begun the friendſhip ſtie made, and has pre- 
ſerved for a Religious Woman called Ma- 
dam de St. Bafflle, who ſhe now goes oſten 
to viſit at the Monaſtery de la Ragaetre, 
where ſhe is at preſent; for it muſt be ſaid 
to the praiſe of Madam de Maintrron, that 
in her great Fortune ſhe has ever remem- 
bered her old Friends, to whom ſhe has 

o for- 
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formerly been obliged, as may be ſeen by 
what ſhe has done for Madam de Villette, 
and Monſieur de St. Hermine, as ſoon as 
their Change of Religion had removed the 
Obſtacle whieh oppoſed her Deſire to ſerve 
them, ſhe: married their Daughter to 
- the: Count de Mailli, and gave her ſome 
Millions of Livres, and loaded Monſieur de 
St. Hermine with Niches, Monſieur de Vil. 
lerte is in the higheſt Employs; and if he had 
not ſpoil'd his Fortune by a bad Marriage, 
be would have carried things much further. 
Voung Murcé his Son, by the Alſiſtance of 
Madam Maintenon, has married Monſieur le 
Moin Daughter, Vho is a very great Hei- 
res; one of the Conditions was, that Ma- 
dam de Maintems ſhould viſir the Tuline | 
Bride, and ſhe. went on the Key of 4/evcon 
to the good Man le Moines Houſe, who had 
aſſembled all his Relations for Witneſſes of 
the Honour he had received in ſeeing her 
under his Roof; but this Digreſſion has made 
me go too far out of the Way, I muſt re- 
turn to find Madam Scarron in the Convent 
of the Palace Royal, where we left her: The 
Friends of Scarros did all they could to en- 
gage the Court to continue her Husband's 
Penſion. to her, for which they preſented 
many Petitions to the King, which begun 
with, Tbe Widow of Scarron bumbly le- 
 ſeeches your Majeſly, &c. but they produced 
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nothing, and the King was ſo tired with 
them, that he ery d, Shall I never hear of 


nothin but the Widow Scarron : This ill 
| Succeſs did not diſcourage her Friends, but 


ce came out of her Convent and lodg d 
at the Hotell D' Albret, where they had a 


1 great Eſteem for her Husband; and here 
1 appened a very remarkable Accident, which 
is known but to few. People, but which I 


can aſſure you is very true; there were Ma- 


ſons at work in the Houſe, near the Apart- 


ment of Madam Scarron, one of them came 


into her Chamber, and finding two or three 
Ladies there who were come to ſee her, he 
prayed her to give him a private Hearing; 3 
W the led him into a Cloſer, where he told 
ber all that ſhould happen to her, I knew 
not where he learnt that Skill, which the 
Event has ſo plainly juſtified; but Madam 
Maintenon found ſo little appearance of the 
Accompliſhment of his Prognoſtication, that 
ſhe gave not much heed. to it, yet ſhe 
ſeemed a little moved when ſhe came again 
to her Friends, who ſaid to her, ſure this 
Man has told you ſomething very plea- 
ſing, for you ſeem more pleaſant than be- 
fore: I think I have great Reaſon to be ſo, 
reply'd Madam Scarron, if I could rely up- 
on what he has uſſured me ; and what has 
he promiſed you, ſaid the Ladies, may we 
et know it? No, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, 5 . 
aſe 


* 
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caſe that happ peng, You would do well to 
8 og Court tõ me before hand-: The 
ty of the Ladies could pet no more 
N 14 her, but ſhe told all the Maſon fore- 
told her, to a Friend in whom ſhe could 
In and from her we have known it, 
after there was no occaſion to make it a || 
Secret longer, when the Event had 1 | 
lickly juſtifted 1 it: Some time after, Madam I 
Scarron was advifed to ſeek ſome 'opportu- W 
nity into the Favour of Madam Monteſpan, 
who was the King's Miſtreſs, and lad all 
Power over his Mind; ſhe was preſented to 
her, and told a Story with ſuch a Grace, that 
Madam Monteſpan was extreamly moved at 
her Condition, and reſolved to bring her || 
ont of it, undertaking to give her Petition 
to the King: See now the Suit of the Wi- 
dow Scarron appear again in a better man- 
ner ; What, faid the King, ſmiling, the Wi- 
dow Scarron again! Shall I never ſee an 
thing elſe? Truly, Sir, anſwered Madam 
Monteſpan, it is a great while ſince you 
ought to have heard no more of it, and it 
is aſtoniſhing your Majeſty has done no- 
thing for that poor Woman, who deſer- 
ved a better Fate, both for her own Merit 
and her Husband's. The King who deſired 
nothing more than to pleaſe Madam de 
Monteſpan, granted all ſhe deſired, and Ma- 
dam Scarron coming to thank her, the . 
. ——— uc 
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ſuch a liking jo her, that ſhe teſolved to pre- 
ſent ber to King, and propoſed her to 
be Governeſs of their Children, to which 
he conſented, and Madam Scarren made fo 


o6d uſe of her Wit, and all her other Qua- 


E ſities, that ſhe Toon gain d the Heart and the 


Confidence of her Miſtreſs, that ſhe became 


her Favourite. Madam de Monteſpan who 


had nothing hid from her, ordered her to 
be called one Evening, telling her ſne was 
in a terrible Perplexity, having juſt received 
a Billet from the King, which ſhe muſt an- 


ſwer immediately, but that at preſent ſhe 
could not, there being certain times when 


W we cannot apply our Minds, and Madam 
W de Monteſpan was juſt in this Caſe; in the 
mean time, he that brought the Billet wait- 


ed for an Anſwer, while the was in deſpair; 
if nothing but Tenderneſs had been wanting, 
ſhe found enough in her Heart, but it was 


neceſſary to ſupport the Honour of her 


Stile, and ſhe could not make her Head 
obey her; at laſt ſhe deſired Madam Scarron 


to Write an Anſwer, and gave her the Kings 


Billet for that Purpoſe : She modeſtly refuted 


it, but Madam de Mouteſpan would have it 


fo abſolutely : The other not daring to diſo- 
bey her, anſwered the King's Billet accord- 


ivgly in the moſt tender and moſt wittyß 
manner: Madam de Monteſpan was charm'd 
With it, and copying it, ſent it by him that 
ö ſtaid 
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ſaid for it, t the King was extreamly pleas'd 
in his Turn, to find Madam de Monteſpas 
had ſurpaſſed her ſelf, and attributed this 
redoubling of her Wit, to the redoubling 
of her Paſſion: He pass d part of the Night 
in reading it over and over, and, foun 


new Subject of Admiration in every Word, i 
and every Expreſſion of an infinite Value, 1 
thinking himſelf the happieſt Prince upon 
the Earth, to inſpire. his Miſtreſs with ſuch | 
noble Notions. I fancy you have a mighty 
deſire to ſee this Billet, but it is impoſlible 
for me to ſatisſie it, for I never ſaw it, and 
I ſhall not perſwade my ſelf to make one, 
for I can never fill the Idea I have given 
you of it, I am much wanting of that Spi- 
rit in Stile, and could never expreſs the | 
Thoughts of another, but muſt feel my ſelf i 


the Things themſelves before I ſay them. 
As ſoon as the King roſe, he run to his 
Miſtreſs, upon what Herb did you walk laſt 
Night, Madam, ſaid he, coming into her 
Chamber, you writ me the fineſt Things 
imaginable, never any Body had ſo much 
Wit, and if you feel as much Paſſion as you 
can expreſs, I am aſſuredly the happieſt of 
Mankind. Madam de Monteſpan was in 
ſome Confuſion to receive thoſe Praiſes 
which are due to another, and bluſh'd to 
ſee her ſelf adorned with the Phænix Fea- 

chers: 1 King perceived her Aar, and 
as 
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as he is extreämly ſuſpicious 1 and. 
know the Cauſe of it, ſhe defended; herſelf 
ſome time, being abſolutely, reſolved to diſ- 
cover the Myſtery; Madam die Monteſpan 
was conſtrained to tell him the whole, for 
fear he ſhould have ſuppos d worſe... The 


Ring was ſurprized, but as he was prudent, 


he ſaid nothing whatever he thought; he 
had before — the difference of Stile, 
the latter ſeetning both mama and more 
paſſionate, he reſolved to know if Madam 
Scarron had as much Wit 1 in Converſ; ation 
as ſhe had ſhewn 1 in her Writing: And he, 
finding the Accompliſhmeat of the Maſon's 
bprophecy drawing on, conceived mighty 
Hopes from the Deſire the King had to ſee 
her, and though ſhe was paſt the Prime of 
ber Vouth, and could not flatter her (elf. 
with being beautiful, ſhe: had Thoughts of 
making chat illuſtrious Conqueſt, which her 
deſtiny foretold: She is of a lovely Stature, 
has a noble Air, ſine Eyes, very red Lips, 
and her Eyes are ſo agreeing with her Wit, 
that whatever ſhe ſays goes directly to the 
Heart. The Kings being already 7 5 
in her Favour, made no defence, but three 
or four Gonverſations drive the Ma. 
dam de Mounteſpan out of it, who for ſome 
time as ignorant of her Misfortune, but 
aſterwards fell into diſpair, when ſhe conſi- 
2 was her a: "had furniſh'd rhoſe 
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much '6f it, ſhe ſhould have taken ſo great 


wrong, and ho (between our ſelves) are not 


| W#'Co 

er, and that this Letter may cauſe you 
trouble, but hope you will take care both 
for your own Intereſt and mine; as to the 


me Which were the * of her be 
eu, The King bought the Lands of Main- 
renon for Nadal rar ron, and none doubts 
here he has married her: Never was Favour 
ſo great 2s hers, and none can make their 
Fortune but by it; never Livius Power:fo 
great over the Mind of 4 uguſtus as is hers over 
that of Leun ſlre is ſaid to 6 hays cauſed all the 

Mileries of the Proteſtants, and eonſequent- 
Ru thoſe to which the Kingdom has been 
d by the late. Revolutions, but for 
my O Part I demt believe it; firſt, be- 
cauſe it is the Work of the Jefuits, and ſhe bl 
loves them not enough 3 

trigues; beſides, there is: not much likeli- Y 
hood; that having formerly had an Inclina- 
tion for that Religion, and Underſtanding 


an Averſion to thoſe who never did her any 


ſo black as they are repreſented, ſince our 
moſt learned Men agree, that they believe 
all that we do, and only reje& ſuch Things 
as we might very well ſpare, which are not 
Divine Inſtitution; but I forget you are 
mtry where the Inquiſition has Pow- 


reſt, 


the J elgits, and for this Purpoſe makes * 
0 


"Madam de Maintenon begins to attack 
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of the Abbots Fiberge and Briſalur, ho are 
the Superiors of Foreign Miſſions, and have 
accuſed theJeſvits: of authorizing Idolatry in 
= China, and of adhering to à Worſhip which 
| thoſe People pay to a Man named Conſu- 
as, who was a Pagan, but in great Vene- 
ration in that Country: The Jeſuits defend 
themſelves with their ordinary Artifice, and 
their diſference which ought to be decided 
by the Sorbome and the Holy See, already 
= makes as much noiſe as that of the Arch- 
= biſhop of Cambrays with the Biſhop of Meanx, 
= both riſing from the ſame Place, and the 
ſame Caute, Madam de Maintenon forgets 
ting neither Favours nor Affronts; the Re- „ 
membrance of thoſe ſhe formerly recovered KB 
from the Duke de Brancas, makes her pro- 1 
tect his Daughter, the Princeſs D Harcourt, 
and ſuffer her Impertinencies; ſhe met with 
one in the Journey of Namar, which ought 
to have made her abſolately\ forſake her 
but when ſhe. was minded Of it, the ſaid, f 
forgive hey becauſe ſhe is a Fool and I do 
her Service becauſe I formerly received ſome 
from her Father. The Family of. Noailles 
is that which prevails'moſt” by the Fortune 
of Madam de Maintexox, and the Marriage 
of the little D'Aubigny her Neice, with the 
Count Daguin, Son of the Duke de Noailles 
will abſolutely unite their Intereſts. The 
Mareſchal is already ſo high in it, at ſo 
T cheap 


. 


ay 


roo  LETTEx' 
„that Madam Py n be- 


- hevediſhe ſhould obtain the ſame Honour for 
her Brother;: and the King ſeemed willing 
to give her that Satisfaction; but the Count 

D*Aubigni would not run the leaſt hazard to 
enjoy it, though nothing was wanting but 
to male one Campaign, he always anſwer- 
et; I cannot do it, I ſhould die of it. Vou 

ſee now, Madam de Maiutenon. I received 
all this from the beſt Hands, and you ma 
re d 2100. ae es e 
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9 85 . find Wag: lam now at 
5 2 Monpellier, 1 thought! could ſee 
nothing ſo fine as Avignon, but 
EET in ſome reſpects Monpellier is 
before it; this City is built Mb 


a Hill, Which cauſes the Grounds to be un · 


even, ſo that one cannot go many Steps 


on plain Ground, the Skirts are not ſo Beau- 
tiful as thoſe of Avignon ; the Streets are 
narrower, and there wants a River to bathe 
its Walls; yet for all that we meet with 
Charms, to be found no where elſe. I re- 
member when I took my leave of Monſieur 
upon this Journey, that Prince told me I 
was going to the lovelieſt place in the World, 
wiſhing me Joy, and that I might continue 
ſome time there, he never having found 
any Place ſo pleaſant; that after Thirty 
Years he thought of it with Pleaſure: 
None are more beautiful than the Women, 
o the 


: 
«< IP / 


be, of Inch tber are abundance 
have not the haughty Kir of the Avignon 
Ladies, but one more. eaſie and fine; Wit 


* 


FTT 
the homlieſt are Charming enough to be 


Courted, judge then what the lovelieſt muſt 
ich there ate abundance; they 


les in their Eyts, aod in all their 


f * 
*. 


Actions, their Humour is Sociable and 


1 


Ohearful, tho they ſpeak in their own 


Jargon, it is with ſuch a Grace and natural 
Eloquence, that even Cicero muſt have 
 yeilded to them; an honeſt Liberty graces 
all their Actions, and gives them new 


Charms. They are ſeen every Day in a 
Place they call the Cauourgue, with Hand- 
kerchiefs on their Heads, walking with the 


Gentlemen they like for their Friends; theſe 


Freedoms at firſt give great Hopes to 
Strangers, which they find ſoon leſs if they 
preſume to abuſe them. Yet there is no 
place in the World where Strangers are ſo 
well received as at Monpellier, as ſoon as 
they are known, they are viſited and adreſt 


Vith great Civility, being invited to all Di- 


verſions. Play is uſed here as at Avignor, 
but there they eat oftner together; Town I 
like that Pleaſure better than others, becauſe 


pe may make it laſt as long as we will; 


there are many People of Faſhion at Men- 


 pellier, zd the Courts of Juſtice and Re. 


venue, with the Troops who reſide there. 


17 2 1 1 1 * 5 | 
Thee Air is eſteemed the pureſt in the World, 


which 


_ ILarren” VIII. 10; 
| which, with the Skill of the Phy- 
fieians, \ whoſe Faculty is fo famous here, 
draws abundance of Strangers from dif- 
ferdiit Nations; above all; the Engliſh, who 
almoſt all recover of à Diſtemper they ate 
| fabje& to, which they call a Conſumption; 
this brought abundance” hither during the 
peace; the Marquis Domi, who was newly 
returned from his Exile, gave me a Letter 
for the Cardinal de Boxzi his Uncle, when I 
left Auvergne; be is the moſt obliging of 
Mankind, he made me acquainted with the 
Counteſs de Ganges, whoſe little Husband I 
had a ſight of in the Commander Malda- 
= chivi's: Garden; the Amours of this Lady 
= and the Cardinal have made a Noiſe in the 
World. He had a great kindneſs for her, 
but I believe now it is within the bounds 
of: Eſteem; and'” Conſideration ; thus you 
ſee how almoſt all long Paſſions end; this 
has done great hurt to the Cardinal, and 
ruined him in the King's Mind. The Houſe 
of Bouzi, was one of the beſt in Florence, 
but is not now upon the ſame foot; the 
Cardinal's Father, had ſo greatly diſordered 
his Affairs, that the Biſhop of Bexiores his 
Brother, who was a Favourite of Queen Mary 
de Medicis," and very Rich, was fain'to 
take cate of part of his Family, a Son and 
a Daughter; he married the Daugliter to 
the Marquis de Caftres,, Governor of Mon- 
A 4 pellier, 


194 . 


gellier, and PLE this Marriage, is -Iſſiiea | Th 
that Marquis de Caſtres whom you know, Nd 
ho Married Madamoiſelle de Pivonne, 
Niece t Madam de Monteſpan, our Mar- 
_ quis; Dorit of Avigvon, and ſeveral other | 
Children. The Biſhop of Besiers deſigned | 
his Nephew, who! was younger than Madam iſ 
cle Caſtres, to the Church, and educated him 
for it; but by a Freak of Youth; the Abbot Ml 
Boretlj quitted his Jitel Band, for a Feather 
in his Hat, and went to Florence: to obtain 
ſome of the Riches which formerly be- 
long ed to the Houſe of Bonxi, but had no 
— 1 in that Affair; which While he was 1 
5 ſecuting, an Aftrologer looking him 
, in the Face, told him, he muſt if 
throw away his Plume and his Sword, for 
his Fortune called him to other Things; : 
for if he deſigned to be happy, he muſt I 
_retyrn'to.the- Church; the Baron de Caſtelnau, 
for he had taken that Name, when he left 
being an Abbot, was much ſurprized at the 
| Aſtrologer's Speech, ; deſiring to know more; 
be; looked in his Hand, and having better 
examined his Face, With all the Grimace 
neceſſary in ſuch Caſes, aſſured him, if he 
would take his little Band again, he ſhould 
obtain; good Benefices, and be a Biſhop, 
and an Arch biſhop; that he ſhould be Ho- 
noured! with) great Negotiations to Crouſũed 
Heads, Gang When 13 had . 
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Ine ſhould be a Cardinal; telling him fur- 
cher, he was likely to Ruffle his Robes, that 
he ſhould take care of: himſelf in his grand 
EClimaterick Year; which was threatned to 
be the laſt of his Life; the Baron would 
have his Horoſcope, tho he gave not much 
Credit toit, yet he kept it carefully: A while 
after, his Friends perſwaded him not to 
contend with a Sovereign Prince, but try 
to gain his Favour; the Great Duke gave 
him ſome Benefices, with the Title of his 
Reſident in the Court of ' France; thus you 
ſee the Baron de Caſtelnau become an Abbot 
de Bonzi again; the Biſhop, his Uncle, charm- 
ed with this \ Metamorphoſis, ſaw his re- 
turn to France with Pleaſure ; and being 
ſometime aſter made Arch · biſnop of Nar- 
Bonne, he obtained the Biſhoprick of Beziers 
for his Nephew, the Abbot, who was after- 
wards himſelf. Archbiſhop of Narbonne, by 
tho Death of his Uncle, and conſequently 
Primate of Gaule, and Preſident of the Pro- 
vince of Languedoc. During the Troubles 
of Poland, the Court ſent him thither, 
where it is ſaid he much contributed to 
raiſe Sobiersky to the Throne by his Nego- 
'tiations.” It was upon his return from this 
Voyage, through the Fatigue and bad 
Weather, he got a Defluction upon his Eyes, 
of which writing merrily to Madam de 
Cue, hg Siler, he lays, I knownor whe: 
D117 <5 | | 1 a 5 ther 
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ther I ſhall ſoon; be a Candi, but know 
my Eyes are tertibly red, upon which the 
other ſoon followed; for in his return, the 

Courier met him with his Cap, being made 
ſuch at the King of Poland's Nomination, 

whom he had A faithfully. ſervedd. II his 
great Genius obtained buch theſe eminent IJ 
Advantages; his goed Mein gained him 
as great; the Queen of Poland being more 
ſenſible of this Prelate's Merit, than of the l 

Kings her Husband's Obligations to him, 
felt ſomething more than bare acknowledg: Z 
ment for him. Von know that Princeſs is 
a Freuch· Woman, Daughter to the Marquis 
D' Arquin, and Siſter to Madam de Bethune, i 
they ſay ſhe has Beauty, and that this new 
Cardinal being equally favoured by Love 
and Fortune, acted an extraordinary Part in 
both. The Queen of Poland, not able to 
ſuffer his Abſence longer, about. this. Time 
reſolved to come to the Waters of Bearboy, 
for an Opportunity to ſee him, after ha- 
ving made her Phyſicians preſcribe her that 
Remedy for ſome imaginary Diſtempers, 
and ordered her Equipage to be made ready; 
dur Gasgettes then magnifying theſe. Prepa- 
rations. But the eroſſeſt Chance imaginable 
prevented all, the Pope at the ſame time 
took a fancy to Die, and the Cardinal was 
ane to Rome to aſſiſt in the Con- 
e and the wn. coming to ur 
- ing 


1 
* 
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eing only to ſee him, ſtopped her Voyage, 
he Gazettes taking care to acquaint us that 
he Winds proving contrary, ſhe was forced 
o diſembark. But few have known the 
ruth of the Occaſion. After the Cardi- 
SHal's return from Rome he came to Languedoc, 
ad as he tenderly loved his Siſter, Madam 
cares, and was much delighted with 
Alnpellier, he ſpent moſt of his Time 
ehere; when he was in that Country, he 
Ja the Beautiful Madamoiſelle de Gevaudar, 
Schis Lady was of Niſme, but her Siſter was 
married to a Preſident at Monpellier, and 
co this Siſter her Friends ſent her, to Cure 
her of an laclination ſhe had taken at 
Home, to a Perſon they diſapproved. The 
Cardinal fell in Love with her as ſoon as 
he ſaw her, ſhe being prepoſſeſt with ano- 
ther, and well knowing the Cardinal's Paſ- 
ſion could have no Lawful end, he had 
hazarded to loſe his purpoſe, if her Siſters 
Avarice had not found a way to open her 
Heart for him; Madam de Mariotte has an 
extraordinary Genius, capable of Governing 
a Kingdom; ſhe underſtands all Languages, 
and all Sciences, and - more than all this , 
ſhe perfectly knows every thing which re- 
gards her Intereſt. After having diſcourſed 
the Cardinal in Politicks, ſhe drew his Se- 
cret from him, and promiſed t0 ſerve him 
in it, When having negotiated this Affair 
Ss a Os 8 n 28 
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28 we treat of Peace, between two Crowns, 


it was concluded. The Cardinal became 
Polfeldr of the fair One, and Madam 
Mirittte” of many large Sums he preſented 


her with, giving her opportunity of gain - 

ing eonſiderably; diſpatehing no Afar but 
By her Mediation, Who did none Gratis; 1 
{6 that ſnhe ſbon gathered Immenſe Riches: 
Madamoiſelle Gevaudan whom her Siſter 
kept in Tutellage, and who feared her 
aides" than Thunder, dared not enter 


Into a diſcuſſion of Intereſts with her, but 
cContented her ſelf with ſome little Trifles iP 


her; till more Experience opened her Eyes, 
by finding her Siſter had married a Daugh- 


ter very advantageouſſy with the Preſents ; 


of the Cardinal; ſhe begun to think with 
her ſelf, and ethined Rich Moveables and 
Plate, hien ſhe cauſed to be marked with 
her own Name; and at laſt contrived to 
have a Houſe built for her, which 3 
dinal's Liberality made Magnificent, 
the Ruins of the Proteſtant's Church, 
There being no Palace at 'Genoa"or Paris, 
which is more ſo, Art having drained its 
Skill, the Riches of the Moveables anſwer- 


ing to the Magnificence of the Appartments: 
Madam de Mariorte looking upon this Houſe 


2s to be one Day her own, or her Chil- 
N ** all- the Expence „ 
ab” an 


\ 


3 


and Jewels which the Cardinal preſented ; 7 
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id; being ſo skilful too part with a Siſter, 
ho was ſo good a mileh Cow to her, 
he. obliged her, by the Aſcendant ſhe had 
wer: her, to Lodge with her, which the 


f dleaſures.. of his Life was owing to her 
Fheſe Amours having made a terrible Noiſe, 
ladamoiſelle Gevaudas s Brother thinking 
is Honour concerned in the matter, ac- 
Wuainted, his Father and Mother with them, 
pon which the good Folks ſent. him to 
s pellier to kgowethe Truth; but the 
Artful Madam de Mariotte got him a Troop 
li ff ,Dragoons,.: and to be Town Major of 
Narbonne, without coſting him any Thing, 
ad by this means made them in her In- 
I _ Ys But all this did not ſtop the publicly 
Talk, nor the Poets Satyrs; one of them 
named Vitial, looſing 1oo0 Crowns, which 
the City allowed him for Teaching ta 
Manage and Riding, only for having eee 
one too true on this Subject. 
About this time the Count de Ganges —_ 
to Monpellier, to reſtore the Confiſcation 
of his Brother's Eſtate to his Nephew, Who 
notwithſtanding all that was told him of 
Gevaudav, and all that he might obſerve 
himſelf, not only fell in Love with her, 
but offered. to Marry her; Madam Mariotte 


. to her Intsreſt, did all ſhe could to 
_ prevent: 


rdinal alſo; wiſhed, conſidering; all; the 


who feared this Match, might be ſome pre- 
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prevent it and found no great Difficul 
rye Hot liking' his Perſon; bur oy 
happened, fome tis after, that they thought 
1 happy to accompliſh the Mar- 
| Monſieur de Baville, tho Son of the 
Deceaſed: Monſieur Lamoigyon, arrived a1 
os — being Intendant of the Prof 
vince, ſeeing there 4 Voung and Beauriful 
Lady "ealled Madam Daudeſſan, whom tf 
_ exceedingly liked; but as he is devout and 7 
not Willing ee deſeend from-his Gravity, til 
act 25's Lover, he contrived to make her 
Wives Friend; their Neighbourhood con. 
eurred to it, and Madam de Baville is 1 
got Woman, who has no Will but her 
Husbands'; thus Madam Dusdeſſan being 
become her inſeper 
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able Friend, they were 
but one Family. The Husband — Was 
but a heavy Man, ſaw nothing but what 
they would have him ſee, and the Publick 
being dazled with the Appearances of 'De- 

votion, and the Friendſhip of Madam 4: 
Bau Ve. for her Rival had not ' penetrated 

the' Secret of this Affair, when Madan 
* Mariotte, through Envy, and deſire to have 
—_— wiſhed to have theſe Amours 
' Publiſhed, that they might be talked of as 
Well as thoſe of her Siſter, in which ſhe 
knew they had given her 'the worſt Cha- 
ruacter. To ſuceted in this Deſign, ſhe ſent 
2 Memorial to 2 1 ſometime oy 


* 


_ 


Ins Anger, and tried all ways to diſcover 


V Mariorte's Hand; as ſoon as evet he knew 


ching but Revenge, which came ſo quick, 


that the Thunder fell on Poor Madam Ge- 
vandan, before ſhe: heard any thing of it, 
and the King Letter with it, to ſhut her 
| the Cardinal, in Diſpair, took 
pPoſt to ſtop this Storm, and threw (himſelf 
| King's Feet, begging him to ſpare 
8 Gevaudan, and rather to Ioad 


* EY | ; 
= 10a Mon | 


at the 


1 with all his Diſpleaſure ; but the King 


became Counteſs de Ganges, and was cover- 


ed from the Inſults of her Enemies under 
en of Marriage; which may be 14 


of — te gens mn — Modern: Dan- | 
leſſan. The cunning Intendant diſſembled 


ho bad played him this Trick, and his 
[endeavours were ſo well followed, that he 
Wobtained the very Manuſeript, which Was 
ent him from Holland, written with Madam 


vhence this blow came, he thought of no- 


yas already too much prepoſſeſt, and would 
hear nothing; wherefore the Cardinal had 
no better means than to perſwade his Mi- 
ſtreſs immediately to Marry the Count de 
Ganges, Madam de Mariotte who knew under 
| Whatneceſlity ſhe lay, could no more oppoſe 
it, and the Count was too much in Love 
not to accept it at the firſt propoſal was 
made him. Thus Madamoiſelle de Ge vaudan 5 


- Ros * 
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1 Cloak of Chari 75 1 nce it oſten covers 

5 2 molttude :6f Sins. This Match was to 
e-Counts great damage, one would have 

bought bis Wives Riches had been the 

| Temptation, if the Reſtitution he made his 


on a ſi 


Day of their Marria 
was nailed-to their Gates, with a red Cap 
2 his Horns, and theſe words, 


3 the Sheep of his Country, accounted the 
beſt in 22 Monſieur de Ganges finding 
himſelf deſpiſed in the Army, quitted the 
Service, and to pleaſe his Wives Vanity, 
bought the Government of the City of 
Carcaſſane, whither to he carried her far- 
ther from her Siſter” Mariotte, with whom 
he had no reaſon to be ſatisfied; but Madam 
de Ganges was not of the ſame Opinion, 
upon which they fell out, and he left his 
Wife, who War ore not her ſelf about it, 
having never loved him; he lodged i in an 
Inn, whoſe: Sign was the Cardinal's Cap, 
which occaſioned many Jeſts; at laſt diſ- 
ber ot ſo many» Mortifications, he left 
f wy * 


Nephew / had not ſhewn his diſintereſted 
Temperi..- Madam de Gevaudan wis thought 
very hold to venture into a Family, where 
mple Suſpicion, others had been Aſ- 
ſaſinated, ſhe being. concerned in matters 
much tore plain and obvious; there were 
many Aſfronts given them, even on the firſt | 
e, a Picture of a Ram 


0 the | 
de Ganges, making an Alluſion : 


r . th, 
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"OP. and followed his Brother ift his 
Exile, his Wife being very glad to he rid 


of his troubling her ; but the Cardinal was 
vexed at the Separation; the tenderneſs 


| he: had for that Lady's being grown cold, 
by a Commerce of many Years; and his 


Indiſpoſitions giving him more ſerious 


= Thoughts. His Horoſcope, I know not by 


what means, being juſtified in all 
the Cardinal was accordingly Pore 


an Appoplex, in the Sixty third Year of 


f his Age, and had not eſcaped it, but that 


remembring the Prognoſtication in time, 
he took the precaution to be LY 
every Night, and from it, he had all the 
Aſſiſtance he could receive in that Diſlem- 
per; without which, doubtleſs he had been 


Joſt ; thoſe - Ladies took great Care, but 


having taken more to fill their Coffers, 


they could have comforted themſelves, hap- 


pened what would: You have now Madam 
what I promiſed to inform you, another 
time, I will acquaint you with more, I 
wait! Your Andy wer, 


an, 
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{ of Adventures, and you have ſent 
me very pleaſant ones, -we have 
52%. none ſuch with us, only that of 
the Dutcheſs ee at preſent makes a 
great noiſe at Court; this Lady ſaw none 
Pere in Competition nd her for Beauty, 
= Madamoiſelſe D' Amagnac, who exceeds 
her; you will judge ſhe could not fail of 
making many Conqueſts in a Court Galant 
as ours. - Monſieur de Barbeffeux was one 
of the firſt paid his Homage to her; this 
Miniſter of War had many Imitators; but 
that which has extreamly ſurprized the 
World, is. the ſtrange Confeſſion ſhe made 
her Husband, which is worſe than they 
haye made for the Princeſs of Cleves; for 

puſh'd, as ſhe ſaid by her Remorſe, ſhe 
confeſs d ſhe had carried her Infidelity a 
litile too far, and accuſed her for having 
ad — 00 
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iven the Occaſiom for the Diſorders of het 
prized at a Confidence he could weſi have 
ppared: could not reftrain his firſt motions} 
Lad ſhewed fo high a Reſentment againſt his 
= Mother-in-Law, that the Paſſion he fell-jnts 
bon this Occaſion, diſcovered: the Cauſe of 
it; every body blamed Madam and 
above all her Iadiſcretion: Some ſay it 
proceeded from an Amorous diſpair, which 
drove her to make this Acknowledgments? 
Having agreed with Madam de Obutillon, to 
meet their Lovers at the Palace Royal, 
where theſe two Ladies expected them 
Madam de Chatillons Gallant came alone, 
and Madam —— - was obliged to watch 
the Clocks that Evening; ſhe was ſo pro- 
_ that to be revenged of her Lover 
= e thought Falſe, as to deliver him ts 
perſwaded him of that perhaps he had ra- 
ther have been Ignorant” of, and what is at 
preſent the talk of the Court and the City; 
the Adventure of Monſieur de Barbeftenx is 
now the publick Chat: His firſt Marriage 
was to the Duke D' Uſez's Daughter, by 
whom he has a Daughter; and his ſecond 
Marriage was to the Daughter of Monſieur 
D' Alegre, this Lady, young and handſome, 
was very proper to aſſiſt the Revenge of 
ſeveral' Lords, whom the Gallantries of 
Pl Kal 12 Mon- 


carry his Revenge too far, regretted havi 
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Monſieur d Barbeffenx had provoked againſt | 
him; the Duke D' Eiben was doubtlels the 
moſt enraged, and it was he that firſt ap- 
peared: He is the moſt dangerous Man in 


the World;:becauſe he is the moſt-capable il 
of plea ng, and alſo that he always tells 


Miſtreſs from him, and made himſelf very 
merry upon his ſcore; wherefore he reſol- 
ved to be revenged, and to give him all the 
vexation hie could; he ſaw Madam de Bar- 
befieus, but whether ſne was kind or cruel 
I know not; he publiſhed that he was very 
well in her Eſteem; there needed no more 
to inrage Monſieur de Barbeſieux, who came 
to the higheſt Extremity with his Wife. 
The Duke D' Eibæuf, who did not intend to 


od 


to remedy it, he went to the King, and 
proteſted nothing had paſſed between 
Madam de Barbeſieux and him, which could 
offend the moſt ſevere Vertue ; he confeſſed 
he had ſaid ſome little malicious Things, 
which had they been true were of no Con- 


_ cauſed ſo much trouble in the Family, a 


ſequence, The King blamed him exceed- 
ingly, but believing Monſieur de Barbefeuxs 
Mind would be ſettled by that Declaration, 
he ſent for him, and acquainted him with 
what he had received from the Duke D- 
W Eibæuf, 


the publick he has pleaſed. He remembred | 
that Monſieur de Barbeſſeux had gotten a 


o 
oy 


- 


Lire Xi 17 
Elbæuf, but all that ſignified nothing; the 
firſt Diſcourſe: had made too deep, an Im- 
preſſion for the ſecond to find any belief, 


K # x 


| and imagining. it might be the Duke's Con- 
feſſor who had obliged him to make ſuch a 
Kind of ſatisfaction, he imagined alſo that 
Thiags had gone even to Mortal Sin, be- 

cauſe the Confeſſor ingaged in it: He found 
but too many of his Opinion, for it is cer- 
tain, more believe Evil than Good; wheres 
fore Monſieur de Barbeſſeux hearing nothing 
but his Revenge, and thinking his Vanity 
and his Honour engaged in it, reſolved to 
ſend his Wife into the other World, tho 
ſhe was already on the way to it; for the 
Sorrows ſhe had endured, made her dan- 
gerouſly Sick; but it is ſaid, that one Morn- 
ing when her Maid was making her ſome 
thing to drink, Monſieur Barbeſſeux threw 
in a little Powder, and ordered her Woman 
to carry it to. her Miſtreſs; ſne had a great 
Repugnance to give it her, fearing that 
Powder was not for her Health, but there 
was no oppoſing Monſieur de Barbefieux, 
for ſhe knew ſhe ſhould expoſe her own 
Life, if ſhe managed that of her Ladies, 
therefore was under a neceſſity to carry it, 
the Marquis following her into the Cham- 
ber, and all this Officious Servant could do, 
was to Whiſper ſoftly to her Miſtreſs not 
to drink it all; Madam de Barkgfieux did 


1 


3 not 
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not hear whit her Wotnun ſald amt en 
but at laſt comprehending her Meaniüg, 
left half of it in the Porringer, which ins 
the reaſo it Had not Ab" quick an eſſect; 
ſhe fell to à Languiſhing, and her Phy- 
ficians ſuſpected the Cauſs; the Marquis D* 
2 in Pipe pair to fee her in that Cor- 
ion, took” ler home, and complained to 
tlle King,” Who told Him, Monſieur de Bur- 
 befiens being in his Service could not be 
th t N of ſueh a Crime as he ac- 
uſed hi The Marquis diſcontented 
with this A oibet. had again the unhappi- 


nes rodiſpleaſe the King by his Complaints, 


and, fell into Diſgrace tew Days after; ſo 
chat this may coſt him not only the toſs 
4 - his Dau vgſter, but of her Fortune alſo. 
Here ig a Letter handed about from the 

Archbiſhop vf Cambray, to Monſieur D 


Alegre, on that Subject, which is extraor- 


9 fine; and you know that Prelate 
Writes no others. It is obferved that the 
Daughters of the Family D' Alegre, are not 
Flat with the Miniſters; one who was 
- the firſt Wife of Monſieur Seigneylay had 
that Character, and paſt her Time very ill 
with _ him: She being a great Heireſs, 
Monſieur Colbert aimed at her for his Son, 
but Madam D' Alegre not thinking that 
Match to her Mind, oppoſed it, and it be- 
ae neceſſury to 3 the TH te 
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| che Daughter; they had ſome difficulty-20 


do. it, ſhe being extreamly prejudiced iſ ; 


Monſjeur de Seigue lay, and when:the King 
ſpoke to her concerning it, Madamoiſelſe 


anſvered him, ſhe ;could-never- ſubmit to 


faffer the Rudeneſs of a Man who was fo 
much her laferior ; the King aſſured her he 
ſhould never uſe any to her, and that upon 
the leaſt ſubject of Complaiat, ſhe had no 
more to do, but to make hers to him; 
thus being over perſw aded by the King, ſhe 
Married him, notwithſtanding the diſlike 
her Mother. had to the Match. Monſieur 
de Seigneylay,, who, as all know, was hot 


and haughty, was not long without ſhew- _ 


ing his ill Humour; one Day coming to 
his Wives. Toilet in warm Weather, he took 
off his Peruke and threw it upon the Toilet; 
whether it had diſordered her Patch · Box, 
or by ſome other motive, ſhe-threw it upon 
the Ground; Monſieur de Seigne lay ſhocked 
by this, ſomething too np manner, 
took the liberty to give his 
the Ear, which produced an unhappy Con- 
ſequence; for Madam de Seignelay com- 
plained of it to the King, who. Writ for 
Moofeur Colbert, and ſhowed him fo. much 
diſpleaſure, that he haſting to find his Son, 
treated him with ſome blows of a Cudgel, 


which he very impatiently ſuffered ; Madam 


ee Miſcarried, and died upon it, 


14 upon 
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with his firſt Wife, and Monſieur 
_ welay with his ſecond; wo wis' the Mar- 
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upon which Ae Monſieur Colbert had 


is Sorrow of returning the great Fortune 


this Marriage had brought into his F amily. 
By theſe two Examples we Tee, the Ladies 
D' Alegre are not . oh with the Miniſters, 
tho Monſieur de Barbeſeux lived ve well 


e Seig- 


quis' de Matignon's Daughter, now Married 


to the Count” de Marſan (Brother of Mon- 


ſieur D? Armagnac) when he asked the 
King s Conſent to this Match, his Majeſty 
faid, Madam de Seineylay would 0 a 


great difference, coming out of the Hands 
of the moſt Paſſionate Man, into thoſe of 


the moſt perfect good humoured, and moſt 
Polite in Natufe, ſhe is very happy; here 
was a Rhumour about Town, which doubt- 
leſs has reached the Country, concerning 
Madam de Seineylay; it was ſaid the King 


loved her, and that during her Widowhood 
ſhe was brovght to Bed of a Son, who was 


called the Count de Namure, but there is 
not one word of Truth in it, for ſhe was 
then weeping for her Husband, when they 
ſuppoſed this Intrigue. And this Fableis only 
believed by thoſe ſort of People who never 


ſaw the Court but out of a Garret-Window, 
who amuſe. themſelves with theſe ſort of 
Tales; but thoſe who know her, under- 
| ſtand irtter. * Arend of Caphbray's 
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pook i honed Nome, and ths Pre 
late received the News with admirable'Re- 
ſignation, having given order jt ſhould not 
be read in his Dioceſs; but the Jeſuits have 
not ſhown ſo much Moderation, they fly 
out againſt the Foreign Miſſionaries, and 
endeavour to make them undergo the ſame 
Sentence with Monſieur de Cambray, I have 
told you almoſt all that paſſes here; As 
to the reſt, we muſt needs be very ſecure 
in one another's Friendſhip, ſince methinks 
= we take no great Pains to renew'the Aſ- 
ſurances of it; our Letters being oily filled 
Vith other Folks Affairs. As to me, I am 
grown very Hiſtorical, and ſhould never 
. ſuſpected it of my ſelf; but it is you 
who have wrought this Miracle; let us, I 
entreat you, continue this Innocent Com- 
meree, for nothing is more diverting: What 
is ſaying always the ſame Thing good 
for 2 Repetitions are tireſome, and 1 aſſure 
you once for all, I love you for ever. I 
muſt tell you, you make ſenſible long 
Strides from Avignon to Montpellier, with- 
out ſtopping at Nimes, which is half way: 
expect you ſhould inform me fomething 
of that City, ſo Celebrated for its Anti- 
quity, and by the Monuments, the Magni- 
ck of the Romans have left there, 
which ſo many Ages have not been able 
to deſtray; How have you ſpent your 
eee e 


— 


Time at Avignon2. I hoped fox. 4, detail of 
all the Curioſities; there, nor de 1, acqui 
you: Pray ſend me ſome. Ne 


CE 


Abbot, Flechier, . wha. is Biſhop 


Fy 


* 


looked upon it exactly, anſwered all I ſaid, 
and that the young Gentlewoman had 


ſhowed to her, ſhe being Deaf; you fee al 
5 * 3 f 75 e 41 7 5 ˖ 6 


he Converſation can now be had with her: 
However, I was well pleaſed to have ſeen 
Wer, and do my ſelf that Honour to Po- 
WMerity;. and I could bonſt of ſomething 
ert, tho f know not how it came to paſs, 
Wbuc had the Happineſs 10 Ppleaſe her, and 
Ie has wtit meé ſeveral Letters, deſiring 
ne to viſit her; ſhe ſtill complains of De- 
guctions and ether Infirmities, which ſhe 
Wlooks upon only as Accidents, inſtead of 
Waccuſing her Age of Fourſcore and Twelve 
Ml Yeats; behold in this, a Weakneſs I could 
not have expected in ſo great a Wit, but 
every body has their own. Things are 
carried fo far, that China being at prefent 
in faſhion, ſome People have turned all 
MW they are worth into that Merchandiſe, and 
expoſe themſelves to ruin, by a Freak of a 
Cat; there is ſcarce a Chamber but a 
Stranger would take it for a China Ware - 
bouſe, the Dealers in it having found the 
Secret to make every body of their Trade, 
I would be glad to know whether they are 
as much Fools in the Countr x. 
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3 mY S ſhaken off the Yoke of Com- 
381 = 5 pliments ; they agree not with i 
| 375251 13 one of our Temper, you ought 
288888 to be alſur'd of my Eſteem, and 
if J may judge of your Heart as by my 
own, I cannot doubt of yours; let us love 
eternally, and now come to our little Re- 
Jations, to give you that of Nimes. I muſt 
tread my Steps back again, which 1 will 
readily do at your Deſire, and agree I was 
to blame, to paſs by ſuch ſo ancient and 
celebrated a City in filence ; The common 

inion is, that Nemauſus, the Grand-child of 
Noah, was the Founder, and it takes the 
Etimology of its Name from him, others 
pretend it was built by a Son of Hercules, 
but none deny it was one of the moſt Fa- 
mous Cities of the Gauls ; the Romans con- 
tinued Thorp long, and took a Pleaſure ro 


raptil 


Aa "eh Sa” 


beatitifie it, » the Emperor \Antoninus. was 
born there, and Adrian etected a noble 
tructure for the Tomb of the Empreſs Plo- 


Jing the Wife of Trajan and his Benefactreſs. 
te beſt Judges ſay, it is a perfect Piece, 
che Columns and the Capitals are of the 
Corintbias Order, and moſt charmingly 
beautiful, it may be called the Maſter· piece 
of the Romans, and the utmoſt Perfection of 
their Architecture, as Scarron terms it; the 
King gave it to the Auguſtins, and it is at 
praient the Church of the three Kings, be- 
des this Monument, there is here alſo an 
Amphitheater, the moſt entire of any re- 
maiging in the World, called by the Peo- 


ple les Arenes, here the Gladiators and 


8 Beaſts fought. Upon the Cathedral is ſeen 
the Roman Eagles with their Heads cut off, 
which they ſay was done by the Order of 
Alaric the Goth, to ſhew Poſterity the Marks 

of his Victories. I faw alſo that they call 


the Temple of Diana, which is out of the 


Town hard by a Fountain, ſo large, that 


it furniſnes Water for all the Inhabitants, 


and grinds all their Corn. This Temple, 


or rather Ruin, is the Admiration of the Cu- 
rious, ſome ſay it was the Temple of Veſta, 
others affirm it is older than Rome, and built 
in Honour of Diana, the Proximity of the 
Fountain, or Spring, ſeems to authorize this 
Opinion; for it ſeems Diana loved bathing 

Thy | | a8 
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as appears by che Adventure of Alden 
but it is not worth diſput | Tbelieverhe 
firſt N will: ruin 
Matter of, no more chem of that called 
Four: Mague;. which they ſay was of an zx i 
ueam height;#is'yerfeen a great way: This] 
Madam, + all Jean ſay to you of Numer 3 
If you deſire to'know more, be pleas'd to rake 
the Pains to read what Meſſieurs Guiran ani 
| Deiront have written on that Subzect, ii 
the Books of Antiquity of Names, ono 2 
by choſe Gentlemen, but Thad ''rather|i 
talk of the Biſhop; for 1 fancy I can judge 2 
better of an excellent Sertmon' then à Piece] 
of old Building; and not to lie, a living 
Merit touches -me more than all Anti- 
guity y together; let us returg therefore toi 
 Monfieur Flechjer, I can tell you he is ill 
the fame, that is. the moſt eloquent of 
Men; I heard his Sermon at the opening of 
the Parliament of this Province, and was 
charmed with it. You may judg e of his 
Merit by the Proverb, which ſays, a Prophet 
is not honour'd in his own Country - The 
Abbot Flechier- was born in à little City 
called Perne, cloſe by Avignon and conſe- 
quently not far from Nimes; 1 cannot tell 
whether his' Family is noble, but 1 know he 
has made it Illuſtrious. In his Youth, he was 
a Father of the — — but 
Abe ome 


{Encw | Biſhop 
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ſome Diſcontent That driven him from 
that kind of Life, hie deſited to be ſecula- 
fized, and aſter, was at Paris with the Duke 
Wc Montaufter where he had an opportuni- 
ey to ſhew his Merit, the Duke being then 
[| Governour to the Dauphine, to whom the 
8 became Almoner; he ſoon 
made his way in the Court, to which his 


[Funeral Oration on Mon ſieur Turenne con- 


tributed; the beſt Judges ſay, it is an Ex- 
J ample of accompliſh'd 2 but you 

bawing ſeen it, I need mention no more of 
ir. rer having ſhined a conſiderable time 
ze Court, he was made Biſhop of Lavæur, 
ö wa then of Nimes; the new Converts, who 
are very numerous in this City, prais 4 him 


much in the Beginning, but Policy chang- 


ed his gentle Temper and Inclination at laſt, 
to make his Court and follow the Example, 
Jof his Brethren, and ſometimes made him 
ic contrary to his bent. I have fre- 
quently ſeen him paſſing through Nimes, he 
being obliged to reſide in this Place during 
the Aſſembly of the Eſtates. Some ſay he 
wants much in Converſation of that Spirit 
he has in the Pulpit, and Stories have been 
made, Which might make another ridicu- 
lous, 'nevertheleſs it is certain, that with his 
Friends, where Punctilios are needleſs, it is a 
Charm to hear him ſpeak, and never Man 
was more agrecable, | He told yeſterday an 

odd 
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odd Sally of Monſieur a Torey,, Biſhop of 
this City, which ſeem'd very warm; the 
Cardinal: de Boni, of whom I have ſpoke 
beſore, was ſeized; with an Apdplex, this 
Biſhop of Moutpelier went to ſee him, and i 
carried: him the Sacrament, and it being du- 
rig the Aſſembly of the Parliament, of 
the Lords who compos d it, were in his! 
Chamber, where a Table was adorned. like Wl 
an Altar, to ſet. the Sacrament. upon; and 
as ſoon as he had expos d it for their Ado · if 
ration, he drew nigh the ſick Cardinal, and 
ſaid to him, that having ſcandaliz d the Pro- 
vince, by his Commerce with Madam de 
Ganges, he ought to make a Publick Repa- i 
ration, and promiſe ſolemnly before God, 
that if it pleaſed him to reſtore his Health, 
he would abſolutely break with that Lady 
upon which, taking Advantage of ſome ac- 
_ cidental Motion the Cardinal had made by 
chance, he ſaid, allow'd his Eminence beg d 
Pardon of God and of the Province for the 
Scandals he had given, and promiſed to 
break off all Commerce with Madam de Gan- 
ges, ſending his Curate immediately, as from 
the Cardinal, to forbid her his Houſe for the 
future. She receiv'd this Complement with- 
out being moved, and contented her ſelf with 
telling the Curate ſhe knew very well whence 
it came, and would; behave her ſelf upon it 
1 | 49 
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ds ſhe thought proper: The Cardinal reco- 
ver d his Apoplex, and was much ſurpriaed 
and the Steps which were made in his Name; 

but as he is extremely Politick, he fail d 


not to thank Biſhop for the Care he 
had taken to adminiſter the Sacrament to 
him; but to ſhew he diſavow'd all he made 


him ſay; he cried aloud to his Chair. men, 
5 carry me to Madam de Ganges. The Conn- | 
teſs received him but coldly, though ſhe 
S ought not to accuſe him of a Thing in 
which he was not concern'd; after a few 


I Ceremonies, ſhe told him, the Country Air 
would help to eſtabliſh his Health, his Emi- 
nenee took this as a Baniſhment, and ſub- 


mitting to it, went immediately to Valmagne 
which is one of his Abbies. See what it is 
to be polite and diſcreet, and what Mon- 
ſieur Flechier told me yeſterday in a more 
agreeable manner then I can repeat it to you, 

but every one was not bred at Athens. We 
talk d much of you with this illuſtrious Pre- 
late, and I ſhewd him that Part of your 
Letter which concerned him; he pray'd me 
to aſſure you he is ever much your Friend, and 

1 flatter my ſelf he does me the Hondur to 
be ſomething mine alſo; he has procur d me 
many valuable Acquaintance here. I was the 
other Day at Yignogue, wliich is the Houſe 
of Bernardives, the 8 de e 
og | iſter 


Bocoks he uſed in this deteſtable Miſtery ; 


"Fo do oY 
"Sifterl#s the Abbe oke. and 4 the Religi- 
OU Women are of Quality I they are ex- 
treatbly Well lodg d, but their Trouble is, the 
"Houſe is not their on; I askd what hin- 
| dered their purchaſing of it, upon which? 
they told me a molt : 
'now Ybobt*zo Years; ſaidthe charming Ma- 
am 3 —— is a particular Friend of 
the Bine % ſinoe the Maſter of 
this Hebe, I Monſieur e Regnac, 
reſoldd to make a Sacrifice to the Devil 
and nia ving read, that to ſucceed in it, beg 
mul offer the Perſon he loved moſt dearly; E 
it was his Wife“ good Fortune, ſhe was not in 


ſtrange Story; It is 


that State, and beſides, the Victim muſt be 


younger, o this miſerable Fate fell upon thei 
moſt lovely Boy that could be ſeen, who 
was not full ſeven” Vears old; Regnac lockd i 
him up in his Cloſer, and facrificed him in 
the Pagan” manner, that i is, after having cut 
his Throat, and torn out his Heart and 
Bowels, he burnt them, and left the Body 
open upon the Table, which: ſervd him in. 
| ſlead of an Altar, on which alſo were the 


after he had finiſhd this dreadful Ceremo- 
ny, he took Horſe, and the Key of his Clo- 
ſet with him; in the mean while the little 
Boy was ſought every where, at laſt they 
thought he had fallen into ſome Well, 


wu are * vor * when — 
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the 3 .lomething corrupted, in, the | 
Houle, : they obſerved it Came, fr om, the 
Cloſet, Waning Key, they broke open 
the Door, where; with, Terror, they beheld 
the fad Spectacle. I have mentioned, and 
found the meaning of all in the Books, 
but never the Author of ſo deteſlable 2 
Crime, though his Proceſs was; made in his 
1 abſence, and he condemned, his Goods ber 
ing confiſcated, which is the Reaſon the 
Houſe cannot be purchaſed with, Safety ; 
They call it the Houſe. of Sacrifice, put 1 
hope, ſaid Madam de Bernis, thoſe. which 
are offer d here every Day have purified 8 
ſufficiently. I believe it, ſaid I, but I confe 
I ſhould. have found Difficulty to-have lain 
in it; we had ſome replied ſhe at firſt, but 
now we think no more of it, and ſhould be 
very uneaſy to remove: Then ſhe told us 
about the ſame time a Woman of Quality, 
called Tucard, caus d her Husband to be 
ſtrangled, and 2 jealous Husband had cut 
| his Wife:s Throat. So many tragical Acti- 
ons having ſo. frighted the Dutcheſs of 
Verncuil, . then in the Province, that ſhe 
look d upon Monpellier as a Country. of 
Monſters : Vet ſaid I, there are abundance 
of excellent Perſons in it, and having a De- 
ſire to make the Converſation turn upon 
ſomething leſs diſmal, I deſired the Ladies 
to * me ſome more pleaſant Story. Wil- 
K 2 ling hy 
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Marquiſs Je Guiſſar, has lately given a Scene 
to the Pubfick, will fit you. This Gentle- 


man married a young and beautiful Lady 2 

year paſt, who was a confiderable Heireſs, and 
nothing Wanted to compleat his Happineſs, 
for he was het Lover before he was her Huſ- 
band, and his Felicity had been perfect if he 
could have been a Husband without being 
 jealobis; but is there any State of 'Happi- 
neſs in this Life? The Marquiſs who all 
ook d upon with Envy, fell into a dread- 


ful meElanchi6ly. I have told you his Wife 


than Admiters. The moſt part of the Wo- 
men here make Evil conſiſt only in the Evil 
it ſelf, and trouble not themſelves much 
about Appearances, which in other Places 
might be ill interpreted. The Marquiſs de 
Guiſſac made no ſcruple to hear the Preten- 


ſions of the Baron Daumelas, who was a 


very handſome young Man; every Day 
there was nothing but Diverſions, taking the 
Air, and Treats; till the Marquiſs de Guiſſac 
grown weary of this Management; but ha- 
 Ving no evident Subject upon which to 
complain, he reſolv d to obſerve her nearer, 
to diſcover ſome Fault; and did it ſo _ 
Nei . that 


had much Beauty, and for Wit it is no 
Stranger in this Country among the Ladies; 
therefore you may ſuppoſe a Perſon educa- 
ted with Care, could not want it, no more 


Le TIA AM 133 

that he found a Commerce of Letters be- 
tween her and the Baron Daumelas : Reſol- 

| ying-to, be farther convinced, he ſuppos'd 
his Wife's, Woman was her Confident, and 


ain her; but having no 


dich all he could ro gait 

Succeſs, he refoly to follow her when ſhe 
went into the Town, and was not long 
efore he found what he ſought, and wha 


= * 


the Woman talking in the Street to the Ba- 


roo, and hiding a Paper he had juſt given 


ful co put the Marquiſs in deſpair. He ſtaid 


no. longer, but made haſt home, expecting 


his Wife's Woman's Return; as ſoon as ſhe 


came, he took her into a lower Room, 
and ask d her in a Tone not to be denied, 
for the Letter ſhe had received, preſenting 


to her four Leuis d Ors in one Hand, and a 
Piſtol in the other, with which he ſwore he 
would ſhoot her through the Head; the 
poor Maid in a fright fell down at her Ma- 
ſter's Feet, and trembling, gave him the 
fatal Billet, promiſing never to meddle again 


in ſuch Affairs. This is not all, ſaid the 


Marquiſs, giving the four Louis d Ors, fince 


you have kept your Miſtreſſes Secrets, 1 


will have you now keep mine; and ſee 
that you ſpeak not a Word of what has hap- 
per ed between us: Take heed, ſaid he, 
ſhowing her the Piſtol, then letting her go 


K 3 


to 


— 
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greadfully, fe 
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told 


zought, ſhe did nc ehe 0 1 80 

"Li Eh, ac owt bith,” re- 

Tring o. him: Tal his R 0. f Mt. To 

Ke oh ſuffering 1 A proach, re ehobphe 
e might 1 lebe reſt Withput a 

e With this Etror, ſhe 


Crime *. F 
made 112 the leaſt Reprodch to the Defect 
15 | on 4 When he ſaw her Hus- 
a | 


and enter her © Chamber in a furious man- 
ner,  boldiog..a Piſtol in one Hand, and a 
Glaſs of Lemonade | io the other; Madatn, 
aich he, ſhutting the Door, it is very hor, 
an I bring you a ſmall Refreſhment, which, 
if you pleaſe, . vou mult drink immediately, 
and when, he Jad ſhe endeavour d to avoid 
it, he preſented the piſtol, and told her 
abſolutely, ſhe muſt chooſe one of the two: 
The poor Lady remembred the Tragical 
End of the Marquiſs de Ganges, and after 
having bad recourſe to Prayers and Entrea- 
ties in vaio, ſhe. determined in this cruel 
Choice, and took the Glaſs; but when ſhe 
had drank half of it, the Marquiſs ſnatch'd 
it out of her Hand, and drinking it, faid, 
J won't have you dic alone ; but will follow 
you into the other World, to reproach you 


with Your Infidelity eternally The Mar- 
quiis 
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guiſe ſwore'to/him ſoletaly, ſhe had? gever 
wrong d him, and asKd” him, as ide lat 
Favour, to ſend for her Confefſör, and her 
Father and Mother, that ſhe might have the 
Comfort to ſee them before ſhe died; this 
was granted her; all the Houſe was alarm 4 


and their Daughter almoſt dead; the Hor- 


rors of Death being painted i in her Face, her 
Husband extended upon a Bed by her, 
ſeeming in great Weakneſs, which was: a2 
ſorrowtul SpeQacle to their Parents. While 


1 theſe good [Prop le diſpair'd over their 


Daughter, the/Confeſſbr thought of diſpo- 


ſing them to Death; ſhe ſaid, that having 


but a few Moments to live, ſhe would make 
a publick Confeſſion, for the Conſolation: of 
her Father and Mother, and for the Ho- 
nour of her Memory; the began and accu- 
ſed her ſelf of the Sins ſhe: had committed. 
The Confeſlor, Who was very attentive, 
hearing nothing of thoſe Things he feared, 
was very content, and when the dying 


| Fair One had receivd Abſolution, the Mar- 


quiſs turned towards his Father and Mother- 
in-law: Dry up your Tears, ſaid he, your 
Daughter has given me Grief and Sor- 
row enough to forgive the Fright I have 


5 put her in, I am overjoyed to find her In- 


nocence, in theſe Moments wherein Diſli- 


' mulation has no place, and my Mind is 


now at Peace. ' Courage, Madam, ſai he, 
TR, K 1 RE there | 
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here neyer was Poiſon in what we have 
d ank; recover Jour ſelf, therefore: She 
87 ſo much ſhe was certainly poiſon d, 
has ſhe felt all the Pains thoſe feel, who 
ate really in ſuch a Caſe ; but as ſoon as ſhe 
was aſſured there was no ſuch thing, ſhe 
was as well as ever. This Scene fiviſh'd Þ 
much more agreeably then one could have 
hoped; and I am ſure, ſaid Madam ge Ber- 
#is,.you could not have expected ſuch an 
untying the Knot of the Story. It is true, 
ſaid I, I grombled a little, that you went 
from Tragedy to Tragedy; when you pre- 
pared me for an agreeable Entertainment, 
but I confeſs the End of this Adventure has 
pleaſingly ſurprized me; for it was with 
Sorrow I beheld the poor Lady die for no 
reater a Fault : She is now, continued Ma- 
am de Bervis, in ſo happy a State with her 
Husband, that to give him no more of that 
kind of Trouble, ſhe hath reformed all the 
over · freedom of her Conduct, and the Ba- 
ron Pawmelas has been formally diſmiſs d; 
Biltets Deux being no more current in that 
Family. I thank d Madam de Bernis for 
her kindneſs in telling me all theſe Stories; 
and after having taking my Leave of the 
Society, I paſs d the Evening with the Bi- 
ſhop of Nimes, to whom | gave an Account 
of my Journey: l am very glad, ſaid he, 
that you are pleas d with Madam de Bernis; 
you 
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you knew them; their Houſe is but a 
thither, and never met more agreeable Com- 
pany; Madam de Bernis, 8 Mother of the 
Lovely Keclaſe, we ſpeak of, had Four 
Daughters and a Son, all very handſome; 
Two of the Daughters were ſent to the 
Convent, and Two reſerved for the World, 
and the Son dying, the Eldeſt Daughter 
vas an Heireſs of Twenty Thouſand Lavres 
Rent, which, added to her Perſonal Merit, 
made her addreſt by the beſt Matches in 
che Province: Monſieur Mont peſac, above 
others, did all he could to obtain her, ſo 
did Monſieur Tourville, now Marſhal of 
8 France, and many others needleſs to name, 
{ whoſe Attempts were in Vain; that Lady's 
Heart being prepofleſt from her Infancy, 
in favour of the Marquiſs de Toiras, her 
| Cozen-Germain, ſhe was too generous to 
| change with her Fortune ; and tho' by the 

Death of her Brother ſhe was in a Con- 
dition to make a more advantagious Match 
for her Intereſt, ſhe would never conſent to 
it, do all her Relations could to oblige her ; 
| ſhe perſiſted Two and Twenty Years in the 
ſame Sentiments, eluding all the Propoſals 
were made to her, yet without breaking 
the reſpeA due to her Relations: So rare 
a conſiancy in the Age we live in might 
. 99 | doubtleſs 
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Joubtleſs' have ſerved fore the Model- of 3 
Heroine to Madam de Scuderi] and it has 
been Crowned accordingiy; for after the 
Death of Monſieur de Bernir, her Father, 
they oppoſed the Match no longer, which 
terminated to the Joy of the Parties. 
gave them the Nuptial Benediction, and 

all the Country took part in the ſatisfaction 
of theſe Lovers: But alas! how ſhort are 
the Pleaſures of Life] the ſame Spring 
giving Life and Death to their Love. The 

Marquis de Toiras was too brave to ſtay 
with his: Wife, when his Dury: called him 
to another Place, he left her Three Days 
after they were Married, to join Monſieur 
Luxemburg in Flanders; where the Praiſes 
the King had given him ſometime before, 
coſt: him his Life, for to ſhow he had 
merited them, he peformed ſuch extraor- 
dinary Things that he received a Mortal 
Wound, he was carried to his Tent, ha- 
ving the Truncheon of a Sword in his 
Body, where telling him he might die 
when it was pulled out, before he ſuffered 
it to be done, he deſired to be confeſs d, 
and writ me ſome few Words with his 
trembling Hand, recommending his dear 
Wife to me, deſiring me to comfort her, 
and not to forſake her in her Affliction, or- 
dering his Heart to be carried to her as ſoon 
as he was Dead; he would fain have writ 

1 10 


to her to hayertaken his laſt. farewell but 
ſelf into the Surgeons Hands. . What they 
had faid! happened, hem they pulled out 


the Groken' Sword, for ſuch an abundance 
bE Brood: followed it, thattpoor Mooſſeur 


4% Tulsa, wasoChoaked; never was Main 
khis ſad Account, I knew not wWhat Courſe 
totale, ig "Jiſcovering/ it ro this poor 
Widow; 1-forelaw rig Condition it would 
pax ner in, and feared the dangerous Con- 


ſequence," but it muſt be determined; I went 


ir haſte from Nime to Bernis, and told 


Madam de Tairas her Husband was Wound - 


ed) and trying to prepare her for ſomething 


worſe; but ſhe without amufing her ſelf 


with Cries and Tears, the laſt recourſe of 
her Sex, ordered a Poſt · Chaize to be got 
immediately, and reſolved to go to her 
Husband in Flanders, to take all poſſible 


care of him, I as frighted at her Deſign; 


but as there was no way to diſſwade her, I 


was forced to tell her how Things ſtood : She 
ſuſtained the ſhock with an Heroick firm- 


neſs without letting a Word eſcape Indecent, 
her Grief, tho ſharp, was Dumb. She took 
all poſſible Care of her preſervation, and 
that of the Fruit his Love had leſt her, 
and at her Time was brought to Bed of a 
Daughter, who if ſhe lives will be a con- 
* | -.... derable 
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fiderable Heireſs; for Madam de Fabre will 
enter into uo ſecond Marriage, the is always 
_ at-Berwis,' in a deep retirement, with her 
Mother and Siſter, who are alſo LATE of 
great” Accompliſhments ; I often * ſee 
them, When my Aflairs permit me: All 
their diverſion is to walk; or take we Al 
in the Road between Nimes and Montpellier, 
which is much frequented; Madam de 
Tairas told me, the other Day, a pleaſant 
Adventure not long ſince beſel her with the 
Marquis de Caſtelarios, Ambaſſador of Spain, i 
This Miniſter was going from Madrid to 
Paris in haſte, with all the Haughtineſs and 
Gravity of his Country, 
| Montpellier and Mines, where he met ſome | 
Ladies very well dreſt, walking leiſurely. on 
Foot, and followed by ſeveral Servants, 
while their Coach was at a little diſtance, 
he could not doubt but they were Women of 
Quality, and his Spaniſh Vanity perſwaded 
him they came in that manner to do him 
Honour, which he imagined was due to 
him; in this Conceit he deſcended from his 
Coach to thank them for their Civility, 
and Madam de Bernis was ſhe whom he 
directed his Diſcourſe, he pulled down the 
Firmament to make her a Compliment in 
the Mode of his Country, and to teſtifie 
how ſenſible he was of the Goodneſs they 
| bad to meet him upon the Road, the 5 
| quils 


when between Ml f 
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quiſs had the Civility not to undeceive him 
im an Etror he was ſo much pleaſed with, 
in the Imagination it was intended for him, 
that he could not find Words to expreſs 
his Acknowledgments; above all he was 


N 


charmed with the Wit and Perſon of 


Madam de Tairas, who ſeeing in Mourning, 
he took the Liberty to ask her the Occaſion; 
J walking a good while together, ſhe had time 
enough to tell him her Hiſtory ; the Am- 
baſſador was the more touch d, being in the 
ſame Caſe, having newly loſt a Wife, he 
had loved Fifteen Years, and whom he ob- 

J tained with great Difficulty, after having 
8 fought ſeveral Rivals, over whom he 
triumphed; but when he was at the height 

of his Felicity, by the Birth of a fine Boy, 
this dear Wife died in Child-Bed. Is it 
not true, ſaid Monſieur de Nimes, that there 


is ſomething particular in this Conformity 
of Adventures; this ſo moved the Spanzard, 


together with the Ladies Merit, that he 
propoſed to mingle their Griefs, and ſo 


bring a Mutual Comfort to one another; 
adding, that ſhe having a Daughter and he 
a Son, they might make a double Marriage, 
and their Union laſt beyond the Grave: 
Tho Madam de Tairas was not of his 
Opinion, ſhe thanked him obligingly for 


his Offer 5 and without accepting or re- 
| fuſing, ſhe retrenched her ſelf in her Af- 


fictions, 


Story, I thonght it was ſit to de bead 
Tah in 0 94 8 
to have ſometliing 
is going again 
tlie Spting- 


Foul! 1 would | 
Neu to ſend you but 
Stream while you 
dend me the 


** 


e at Faris, and what is done 


at; — Conferences at Nyſintei we fear leſt 
it ſuould prove ſike the Councel held by the 
| Rats which 1a Fontain ſpeaks. of; tell me if 


there is any room to hope it, all wiſh it, 
lieve Madam 
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No 9 Had not Kelaged my. Mee 

+4 ong, Madam, if an In. 
Er diſpoſition, Which is gone "off. 
© 5..without apy bad Conſequence 
38898 had not prevented me. I am 
but now come from my Country Houſe, 
where I have been to re-eſtabliſh my Health, | 


and I heard on my Arrival we are like, to 


loſe the Prince of Conti; he, is newly 
Choſen King of Poland, "which i is Elective, 


and the Throne Vacant by the Death of 


Sobiesty; the Army and many of the Lords 


of that. Country having openly Proclaimed - 
| him, he muſt forthwith depart to take Poſ- 


ſeſlion of that Crown; altho' the EleQtor of 


Saxony. has his Party, and is turned Catho- 

lick to take away all Obſtacles which may 
 obſiract his Election, we hope the Prince 
will carry it, the King ſeeming to Intereſt 


ak. _poverfully for him, 1 know not 
__ "whether 


TL 
9 & 
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. he is in earneſt, but the event will 
fhow — and I 0 take care to gu 
it. The potentiaries very 

— * at Ryſwick, and thoſe who believe 
no more: will come of it than in the Coun- 
cel held by the Rats, know little of the 
Matter: "The King wiſhes Peace, and he 
will make it aſſuredly, at what Price ſo ever. 
The People burthened by a long War deſire 
it; but thoſe who ſee moſt clearly, aſſure i 
us he will act for his own Intereſt; And 
that the 8 daniſh Monarchy which he has l 
long aimed at for one of his Grand-Chil- 
dren, is the Chief motive which inclines 
him to the Peace; poor Charles of Autre 5 
ſeems Frozen, and the Kin wanting both 
Friends and force to enable Pim, to Tagtite N 
that fair Succeſſion, if the Prince of Orange 
is at preſent. neceſſary, there is no doubt 
but he will acknowledge him King of Great 
Britain, after having treated him in ano- 
ther manner, and that in ſpite of King 
James s Intereſt ; which ſhows hat Cullies 
we are in the Quartels of Princes. The 
Duke of Savey has made his Peace to his 
Advantage ; ince making it in Particular, 
he has a reſtored to him, and his Daugh- 
ter will be Dutcheſs of Burgundy + The 
| King has named the Dutcheſs de Lade firſt 
Lady of Honour to that Princeſs, and ſhe 
is gone to ber to * with a fine Atten- 

| dance; 


r 
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dance; but this is talking Politicks and Af- 
fairs of State; let us return to our more 
particular Stories. A Gentleman of Bour- 
deaux, called Corbian, after having made a 
fine. Figure here, finding himſelf at length 
much diſordered in his Caſh, by the Re- 
© volutions of Lanſquenet, reſolved to repair 
his Fortune by marrying ſome Rich Widow; 
it being the only means left him, his good 
Mein giving him a great aſſiſtance, in this 
bDeſign: After having long ſought one fit 
for Rim, he at laſt found one proper for 
his purpoſe, and Madam Mouillet was ſhe, 
to whom he addreſt his Vows; ſhe was 
neither Young nor Handſome, but very 
Rich, which was all he looked for; behold 
him now acting the Lover, ſighs true or 
& falſe coſt nothing with a Jacoon, no more 
chan Complaiſance and Submiſſion ; thus 
far he play'd his Part wonderfully: The 
Lady was not inſenſible, and had not much. 
time to loſe, therefore ſhe haſtened to make 
him Happy, and he was ſo effectually in the 
beginning of his Marriage; among other 
Liberties ſhe allowed him to rummage her 
Strong - Box; but as we forget our ſelves in 
our Good Fortune, Corbian took no Care to 
manage his Wife; but as ſoon as he found 
himſelf full of Money, he led his former 
Life, he was never ſeen at Home, and 
rarely came home till Day-light, which by 


to ccol his Heels in the Street till Morning; 
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no means een e the Lady; ſhe 
did not Marry him to ſpend his Ni hts in 
Play, ſhe faid, and "By. thought. ſhe had] 
right to be ſerved her own Way for her 
Money; now you fee ſhe ſets up for 2 
Plaintiff: Corbian thinking he had a way to 
appeaſe her upon Occaſion, gave not the 
Attention he ought. to her Complaints; 
and his Paſſion for Play intirely poſſeſſing 
him, he continued till the fame ; but he 
was ſurprized, coming home at Four of the 
Clock in the Morning, after having long 
knocked at the Door, a Lackey appeared ai 
a Window, refuſed. to open it, and treated 
him aloud, with I know. you not, nor hi 
f knew, not what to make of this Adventure; C 
it was ſomething like Ampbitrion s, if he 
could have nnd the. ſame reſemblance be. 
' tween his Wife and Aemens; but that was 
not his Caſe, in the mean while growing 
"impatient, he continued on knocking at the 
Door, then Madam appeared her ſelf, and 
asked What made him make ſuch a "noiſe 
at ſuch an unſeaſonable Hour, to tlie ſcan- 
dalizing the Neighbourhood, threatning to to 
call the Watch, and teach him to inſült a 
Widow; at this Word Corbian roared out, 
What do you not knoꝝ me? All this ſi nifiec 
nothing, ſhe ſhut the Window, and. Jett him 


when Corblan ſent the Prieſts to ſpeak with 
* her, 


o — — — * 


LaFT ET NIV. 147 


X her, and after them the Lawyers, but all in 
vain; ſhe having the cunning, before ſhe 
pulled off her Mask, to fecure the Curate's 
Regiſter of the Pariſh, and had torn 
E the Leaf wherein her Marriage was 
entred. To tell you how ſhe did it, I am 
not able; but I cannot think a Prieſt ca- 
pable of delivering the Regiſter of his 
Church for Money; however it is certain, 
Madam Corbian tore out the Leaf and burnt 
it, and then boldly affirmed ſhe was not 
Married, fo becoming Madam de Mouilliet 
ga gain. Poor Corbian having no other proof, 
deſired an Enquiry might be made, having 
= Cohabited as Man and Wife; this che Lady 
did not deny, but publickiy accuſed her 
ſelf of having lived i in a Sinful Commerce 
Vith him, adding, at the ſame time, that 
the remorſe of Conſeience obliged her to 
break it off, and could not believe her Re- 
pentance ought to be oppoſed; ſo frank a 
Declaration ſtopped the Judges Mouth, and 
_ Corbian was left with the regret, of haviog 
Joſe ſuch a Fortune by his own Fault. 
Here is another Affair which makes a 
great noiſe, it is the Tryal of a Man, 
Called Boiſſergent, who has had a good poſt 
in the Army, and is juſt taken up at the 
Proſecution of one of his Wives; I ſay of 
One, he having been Convicted df Marry- 
ing Three; I ſaw him the other Day in the 
7 48 Courr, 


\ 
* 
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Court, and believing Poligamy was a hang- 
ing matter, I thought him a Dead Man; but 
how many Things do we take upon Vulgar 
Opinion, and this one; for Poligamy is not 
Death in France, unleſs in Molier's Plays; 
Wherefore he is in no danger, which per- 
plexeth the Judges how, or what, to con- 
demn him too; for he ought to be Sen- 
tenced to ſomething. If I were as they, I 
ſhould make no ſuch Difficulty, but Con- 
demn Boiſſergent to live in the ſame Houſe 
with his Three Wives; they would make 
him a pure Ring of Bells, and the poor 
Devil would faffer no leſs: than he who 
formerly was delivered to the Harpies. I 
think it is the Puniſhment he beſt deſerves, 
and that a greater cannot be found. But 
ſee: now a quite different Caſe, at the ſame 
time Boiſſergent was not Content with 
Three Wives, a Woman here finding ſhe had 
too much of One Husband, reſolved to 
get rid of him, ſhe took her time when 
all the Family were abroad, and it being 
neceſſary to truſt ſome body, ſhe-perſwaded 
a Pettifogger to ſhare in the Crime, pro- 
miſing to Marry him after it; the Wretch 
accepted the Bargain, and the poor Huſ- 
band was Aſſaſſinated; the Body was put 
into a Sack, which her Accomplice carried 
on his back, after Which they went together 
to the Pontneuf, to throw the Corps eo 
; * 1 the 
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the Scine; when he thought to have got rid 
of his. Burthen, the Good Wife had ſowed 
the Sack ſo ſtrongly. to his Waſt-coat, 
that it drew him with it into the River, and 
ſhe feared no more being diſcovered, but re- 
turned home, where ſhe remained ſafe ; but 
J continually inquiring of every body whe- 
ther they had heard any thing of her Huſ- 
band, who ſhe ſaid went from home in 
the Evening, but could not imagine Why 
he did not return; every body conjectured 
what they thought moſt likely, but none 
ſuſpected her, till Six Months after, intend- 
ing to go to Confeſſion during the Jubilee, 
ſne told all to her Confeſſor, who finding 
the Crime ſo Enormous, thought he was 
obliged to acquaint the Magiſtrate with it; 
the Woman was put into Priſon, but be- 
ing ſure they had no Proof againſt her, ſhe 
denied the Fat; ſhe was confronted with 
the Confeſſor, who was confounded when 
he found himſelf drawn into a Snare ; the 
Criminal demanding Juſtice, and that he 
ſhould be puniſhed according to the Laws, 
for revealing Confeſſions, or as a Calum- 
niator, if he had heard it from any other, 
_ unleſs he could plainly prove it; thus the 
poor Prieſt was made a Priſoner, but main- 
tained what he had ſaid : However he was 
Condemned to be burnt alive, the Law 
heing poſitive, and the Confeſlor's obliged 
— 


— » 
* : — - 7 
— 
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gave her RIF fuch Hauglity Airs towards 
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to keep all Secrets, unleſs thoſe againſt the 


King's Perſon. The Woman was releaſed, 
and declared Innocent, if no other accuſe 


her; the Confeſſor has appealed to the 


Parliament, and it is yet doubtful what will 


be determined: Thus you ſee the Proverb 
made good, Tbe Gallows is only for the un- 


fortunate ; as alſo that Montpellier is not the 


only Place which produces ſuch kind of 
Monſters. Since my laſt 1 have had ſome 
Loſs, by the Bankrupcy of Boulinger, Re- 
ceiver Genetal of Bretayne; Jam happy it 
is not very much; but he broke for Eight 


Hundred Thouſand Franks, which this 
vretch imployed to pleaſe the Luxury and 


Vanity of his. Wife, who was a Coquette, 
the freeſt of her higheſt Favours in Paris; 


ſhe had a Houſe, or rather a Palace in St. 
Mart siſtreet, in the Suburbs of Richelieu; 
an Equipage for a Dutcheſs, a Coach for 
Monſieur, another for Madam, a Table ex- 


travagantly Fine; where, like a Governor 


of a Province, every one came without 


Invitation; and it was every Day filled 
with Dukes and Princes; for ſhe knew no- 
thing but Quality and Beaux, looking upon 


her Husband but as a Steward or Purveyor; 


and upon pretence of an ladiſpoſition, 


which ſhe accuſed him as the Occaſion, 


tho more. likely for ſome where elſe, ſhe 


him, 
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him, that ſhe ſold him very dearly, what 
ſhe gave to others: Beſides her Husband, 
ſhe had ſeveral Subaltern Lovers, who con- 
tributed to ber Extravagancy, and their 
own Ruin; among theſe there was one who- 
had a Wife, which underſtood no Raillery 
upon this Subject; ſhe was a lively Gaſconre, 
who could not endure a little Creature riſen 
from nothing, who had not skill enough 
to place the red and white upon her Face, 
whoſe whole Stock of Merit conſiſted only 
in the whole myſtery of Coquetry: She 
could not ſuffer, I ſay, that ſuch a Woman 
W Inferiour to her in all things, ſhould Steal 
her Husband's Heart from her, and he be- 
come ſuch a Fool to ruin his Affairs and 
his Family, only to have the Honour of 
ſharing Madam Boallinger's Favours, with 
Monſieur the Duke of this, and Monſieur 
the Prince of rother ; : but behold. for: all 
this, ſuch has been the folly of many 
Citizens, who have ever been the Cullies 
| of fuch Adventures, having had time 
| enough to repent it; and the Lady's Huſ- 
band 1 am talking of, would now 7 very 
glad he had followed his Wives Advice, 
for he is engaged tor Fifty Thouſand Franks. 
and having figned ſeveral Bills, is obliged 
to hide himfelf, leaſt they ſhould ſeize him, 
and not finding Boullinger, force him ta 


. what he has ingaged for, Seriouſly 
: i ty this 
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_ this is very fad, and I pity with all my 
Heart the Lady, Who is a Woman of Merit 
and long my Friend. She told me the 
other Day, I was happy that it coſt me 
but a little Money; but ſhe eſcaped not ſo 

Cheap, for her Husband had made vaſt diſſi- 
pations of more than one kind with that 


Co Mortification ; - all her 
-  doned ber, and ſhe will b 


Coquette. Upon which ſhe took a Gaſconne 


| Freak, and made ſome Verſes Extempore, 


which 1 ſend you, becauſe they pleaſed me, 


aud ſhe ſent them immediately to Madam 
Boullinger, they are not very exact, but 


the Thought 1 is Natural. 


5 0 Bol thou We g 


Aud art tho fallen into Shame ? 

At firſt, it muſt not be den dl, 

Me wonder d at this Fall 95 pride; i 

But that this way thou ſhould'ſt fab, alack! 


1 Who us'd to fall upon thy Back. 


f This, bo but indifferent, was ſoon 


: A | ſpread through Paris, Which was an ad- 


dition of Sorrow to Madam Boullinger's 
reat Lovers aban- 


reduced to a ſub- 
Farmer 1 in ſome Corner, but thus paſſes the 


3 Glory of the World. I was Yeſterday at 
the Counteſs of Turſtemberg' „ Where | 
. found the Count 4% Gravel, "who as you 
RRQ know” Vas Eavoy | at Fey; When the King 


would 
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would have made Cardinal Turſtemlerg 


Elector; you know alſo that it was not his 
fault it ſucceeded not, and that the King 
received him very kindly, and faid to the 
Dauphineſs, Monſieur Gravel ſpoke as free 
High-Dutch as French; which gained him 
that Princeſſes Converſation, tho' ſhe was 
not pleaſed with him in her Heart: Yet 
owned he had abundance of Wit, as indeed 
he has, and is as poſitive as poſſibly can be. 
From Colley he was Envoy in many other 
Courts of Germany, and when the Kin 

named him to go to Poland, all his Friends 


wiſhed him Joy, thinking he was in a fair 


way to make his Fortune; yet this was the 
Rock he ſplit upon. As I am always con- 
cerned in what regards him, I prayed the 
Counteſs to tell me his whole Story when 
he was gone; having heard but part of it 
before and that confuſedly: The Counteſs 
was Willing to take the trouble; and Mon- 
ſieur de Gravel being devoted to her Family, 
ſhe is perfectly informed of his Affairs. See 
then what they were, Monſieur de Gravel 
when he went to Poland, had Orders to 
examine the Conduct of Monſieur de Be- 
tune, to whom the King gave large Penſions 
to manage his Intereſt in that Court, but 


who was ſuſpected to act for his own: 


This Marquiſs was Brother-in-Law to the 
Queen, Wife to Sobiesty, or at leaſt he paſt 
mm for 
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for ſuch, for according to the common 
Opinion; ſhe paſt for the Daughter of 
Monſieur de Arguis, Father of Monſieur 
de Betune; but thoſe who pretend to be 
better informed of the Secret of her Birth, 
affirm, . that the late Queen of Poland was 
her true Mother, and that Monſieur and 
Madam de Arquin, to whom ſhe was en- 
truſted after the Effects of an Amorous ad- 
venture, had taken all ways to conceal this 
Knowledge from the Publick, by making 
her paſs for one of their Children; the ten- 
derneſs the Queen had for her, ſeemed to 
favour this Opinion; for by degrees, ſhe 
raiſed her even to the Throne ſhe 
filled, and put her in a Condition to 
place her ſelf in it after her; her Projects 
| having ſacceeded as every body knows: 
But whether the Queen of Poland who's 
- Husband is lately Dead owes her Birth to 
her, wilo preceeded her, or to the Marquiſs 
D' Arquin, it is certain ſhe. has always re- 
ſpected and look d upon him as her Fa- 
ther, and on that foot has advanced all 

his Family; beſides the Marquiſs 4% 
| Betune; there is another Daughter of 
the Marquiſs D' Arguins at that Court, 
whom the Queen has Married to the great 
Treaſurer of Poland, and it is ſhe has cauſed 
the Diſgrace of poor Monſieur de Gravel. 
The Queen tho' a French Woman, was ne- 

F ver 
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ver ſo much in the Intereſt of France. as 
ſhe ought to have been; but ſhe remembred 
not, ſhe ever had been Queen, if France 
had not vigorouſly. ſupported Sobiestys In- 
tereſt, who was her Husband. Yet ſhe leſs 
regarded the Sentiments of Gratitude than 
thoſe her Vanity had filled her with; but 
jealous of our King's greatneſs, ſhe + pre- 
tended to be his equal, and did all things 
to counter ballance his Authority; the Mar- 
quiſs de Betune who was intirely devoted to 
her, never acted but by her Motions ;| thus 
you ſee the Intereſts of France were in very 
good hands. The Marquiſs whoſe Orders 
were to. examin into Things, ſoon pene- 
trated this Myſtery; and notwithſtanding. 
all the fine Things the Queen ſaid to him, 
he found her Heart was not French. The 
Marquiſs de Betune, who was very unwilling. 
to loſe his Penſions from France, was vex'd 
extreamly to find ſuch a clear fighted Mi- 
niſter from thence, and having no hopes 
with all his dithmulation to prevent his Fears, 
he reſolved to ruin him; ſee then what. 
means he put in practice. Monſieur de 
Gravel was in Love with the great Treaſurer's 
Siſter, or ſo calling her ſelf, to the Queen 
of ' Poland, and this Lady anſwered: his Paſ- 
ſion. The Intrigue was ſettled, and the 
Commerce of Letters agreed on, ſo that his 
Amours were in the moſt favourable Poſture 
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imaginable. "When his Miſtreſs took a 
_ Fancy to give him :a' Rival; it was one 
Sardis an 7talian, and conſequently capable 


of any thing; the Faction who were Ene-. 


mies to Monſieur de Gravel, made uſe of 
this Italian to ruin him; he was ordered 
to get all the Letters Monſieur de Gravel 
had writ to his Miſtreſs out of her Hands, 
to which end he uſed all his Addreſſes, 
counterfeiting Jealouſie, till he had obtained 
this Sacrifice; the Innocent Treaſureſs giving 

him all her firſt Lover's Letters, whilſt the 
latter charmed: with the Succeſs of his Ar- 
 tifice, flew to give thoſe who imployed 
him an Account of his Succeſs; the Letters 
were all Scrutinied, but the difficulty was, 
how to find ſomething to make a Crime of 

in him who writ them; they tried them 
_ every way without gaining their end, there 


was no mention of State Affairs; nothing. 
was found but the fine Sentiments of a 


Lover, ſo that they knew not what uſe to 
make of them. When the Tralian thought 
of a way to make them ſerviceable, there 


was no Superſcription on theſe Fatal Letters 


to the grand Treaſureſs; ' ſo that ſhe not 
being named; Monſieur de Grave] only 
ſtiled her, my Princeſs. The Expedient 


was to acquaint” the King, the Miniſter of 


France made Love to his Daughter, who 
is now Dutcheſs of Bavaria, ànd to con- 
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vey thoſe, Letters into her Strong-Box, 
making uſe of a Woman of her Bed- 
Chamber alſo, who declared ſhe had ſeveral 
times received Packets from Monſieur de 
Grave! and given them to the Princeſs; 
but theſe Papers were French Tunes prick d 
and brought from Paris, which they care- 
fully took out of the Box, when they put 
in thoſe Letters I mentioned; thus all con- 
tributed to make Sobiesti believe Monſieur 
de Gravel had the preſumption to make 
Love to his Daughter, who growing in- 
raged, meditated a cruel Revenge; when 
the high Treaſureſs, who did not think 
thoſe Letters ſhould have produced ſo ill 
an effect, declared openly they were Writ 
to her by the Marquiſs de Gravel; but the 
Faction oppoſed her Teſtimony, ſaying, it 
ought not to be received, for a return of 
kindneſs might make her ſpeak, and that 
the place where thoſe Letters were found, 
ſhowd plainly enougb, what ought to be 
thought of them; yet the Lady ſtill main- 
tained ſhe had given them to Sardis, and it 
is believed the ill uſe he made of them 
cauſed her a deep Repentance; ſhe finding 
the difference between thoſe two Lovers, 
accordingly ſhe did all ſhe could to preſerve 
the Marquiſs de Gravel from the Danger 
which threatned him: He proteſted on his 
tide, he never gave any thing to the . 
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. ceſs, but Songs which the: had deſired of 
im. and which he had cauſed to be brought 
from Paris by her Order ; thus things Were 
cleared as far as pollible, "and Gelen con 
vinced of Monſieur de Gravel's ed 
but thoſe who had reſolved his Ruin, ſtopt 
not here, they buzzed the King $ Ears with 
freſh Suſpicions, perſwading him to give 
Orders oy that Miaiſter to leave the Court 
in Twenty Hours, and the Kingdom in 
Fight Days, without Appeal; the Marquis 
was forced to Pack up his Baggage, there 
being no and he adviſed to go 
Without Noiſe, . took Poſt in the Night, 
going a by- way, while his Equipage went 
another; the Event ſhewed the Advice was 
good, for within a Days Journey from 
Warſaw, his Coach was attack d by Four 
Hondred Men, who lay in Ambuſh upon 
the Road, and doubtleſs were not there for 
nothing, be having a fair Eſcape,” and his 
Enemies much Sorrow for miſſing him. 
There is no doubt but the little regard = 
Queen of Poland had for the King 
France, to whom ſne is a Subject vo _ 


the Cauſe i in that Juncture he could not do 
that for the Son of Sobiesti, which he had 
done for his Father ; but by this, the Prince 
of Conti has the Advantage of all the King's 
Protection. I don't know, Madam, ſaid I, 
to the . whether he can altogether 
K 5 * 
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depend upon it; the Prince has the Origi- 
nal Sin of being of the Blood Royal, which 
is no great Advantage in this Reign, ſo that 
I doubt whether the King would be pleaſed 
to ſee him mount a Throne, from whence per- 
haps he might reſent the Uſage that has been 


| given him; it is true, ſaid the Counteſs, | 


the Princes of the Blood are not fo much 


in Favour ; but the King knows the Gene- 


froſity of this Prince, and has no room to 


diſtruſt him, for by raiſing him to a Throne, 


he will make him a reparation for all the 
ſubjects of Complaints he has given him; 
but all that grieves me in this affair, is, that 
poor Gravel, who has been the ſufferer, 


will have no Recompence, and tho” Love 


| ſeems the Cauſe of his Unhappineſs, it is 
only the Pretence ; the true one being; his 


Zeal for his Maſter's Intereſt, which only 


drew it upon him; however it is moſt cer- 
tain he is undone by that only. All his 


Equipage and moſt of his Effects were loſt, 
he was obliged to be at a great Expence 
for the avoiding the Snares laid for him, 


and I fear a long time will hardly repair 
the Damage he has ſuffered in his Fortune, 
which indeed the Court ought to make 
good, but it is an ungrateful Soil, we may 
ſay.it to our Shame. After this ſhe told me, 


this whole Intrigue has been kept Secret, 


becauſe the King not thinking fit to ſhow 


| his 


view Mo 
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his Reſentment upon it, and therefore 
ſhe deſired me not to ſpeak of it, and I 
deſire the ſame favour of you. As no 
body knows the truth of this Story, 
ſo none have been able to aſſign true Rea- 
ſons for the effect it has produced; ſome 
ſaying Gravel had the Raſhneſs to Court 
the Queen of Poland, and was diſgraced 
for it, which I confeſs I believed it my ſelf, 
and wondered that Queen, who had ex- 
cepted the Vows of Cardinal de Bonzz, 
ſhould be ſo ſevere when ſhe was not fo 
Young ; ſince between Ambaſſador and Am- 
biaſſador, there is no great difference of di- 
ſtinction, and the Marquiſs de Gravel a very 
handſome Man alſo: Thus every one thought 
their own way, as in every thing elſe which 
is but partly known. I thought I had left 
further Diſcourſe of the Court, but find J 
am fallen into it again, ſince Monſieur de 
Gravel's Affair brought us into Poland, I 
think I ought to end my Letter where I 
begun it, and will ſend you what News 
we have of the Prince of Conti, as ſoon as 
I have any further Information ; in the 
mean time pray. make your. Vows for him, 
that you may do as all thoſe do that know 
him, for never Prince was more beloved, 
nor ever had more Royal Inclinations. Some 
time- ſince, one of his Domeſticks Robbed 
him of Two Thouſand Crowns, and THe 
V i Ne 
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Thief would certainly have been puniſned, 


if the Maſter had been leſs Generous; but 


the Prince of Conti took him in priva y 
and ſaid, My friend, - as you have ſerved me 


faithfully 5 Lam willing to believe 


it was Neceſſity only made you forget your 
ſelf; I am ſorry that by my Liberality, Iam 
not able to keep my Domeſticks from ſuch 
Temptations, in the mean time, however, I 1 
give you thoſe Crowns you have taken, 
becauſe I ſuppoſe you need them; fince it 

was that which brought you to ſuch an 

Extremity, therefore go away with the 
Money, for the Noiſe it has made will not 
ſuffer you to continue with me. Madam, 
Is there not ſomething very Great and Ge- 
nerous in this proceeding, and which merits 
every body s Concern for his Intereſt?" If 
you pleaſe give my Compliments to the 
Biſhop of Nimes; I have ſeen ſome Verſes 
he Writ upon Quietifm, and have a kind- 
5 neſs for his Secretary who Stole them from 
him to oblige the Publick, Monſieur de 
Nimes having the unkindaeſs 'to noon" 
ſuch TEC Tags” ve" CAO BOOTY 
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: 200 Was « not at e Madam, 
* Y 5 MW 4 when the Letter came thither, 
— 15 and did not receive it till I came 
Sas hither, where it was ſent. to 


Deſtiny hath brought me: As vou deſire 1 


ſhould give you an Account, of all — 


paſs, through, 1; acquaint, you [ay at Peze- 
uponcibe leſt Hand, leaving ;the Iſle of the 


famous Magelona, the Mi 
Provence: Excuſe me it I tell you not their 
Story, for if you are curious to know it, 
you may certainly find it in your Footmens 
Library. Pezenas is, in my Opinion, one 
of the fineſt little Citties 1 have feen, the 
; Suburbs and Out parts are charming, full 
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ame, and where my travelling 


is of Reier of 
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df Meadows and Gardens, interſected by 
fine Brooks, ſo inchanting, that the Reſi- 
dence muſt be moſt agreeable. The Prince 
of Conti is Lord of it, where they call hin 
his Majeſty of Poland. I would with all 
my Heart have ſtaid there longer, (though 
I knew nothing of it before, except the 
Comedy of the Baron de Craſſe) it was ſo 
delightful; but my Husband having Orders 
from Court, which obliged him to haſten 
his Journey to be the ſooner at Tholouſe, we 
continued our Road to Bezzers : This City did 
not anſwer the Idea Thad of it, having heard 
à Proverb, which ſays, if God lived upon 
Earth, it would be at Beziers; I can't tell on 
what they ground it, but I think Pezenas 
much better: All the Pleaſure of Bezzers is; 
that generally the People have good Voices, 
which may be the Effect of their drinking 
the fineſt Water in the World. I left my 
Conch there, and took Boat on the Canal, 
which joins the two Seas, which is one of 
the Wonders of this Reign, though the King 
bas doubtleſs leſs Share in it thin Monſieur 
Colbert; but all the Honour of the Perfor- - 
mance is due to Monſieur Riguet, Father of 
the Preſident Riquet, who has married the 
_ Count de Broglis's Daughter, and Niece to 
Monſieur de Baville, Intendant of the Pro- 


| © vines. The Canal is exceeding Beautiful, 
; Monſieur Vunbun ſaid, he wiſh'd he had per-. 


— 
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never done any thing elſe: What l obſerved 


moſt curious, is the piercing through a 
Mountain, under which the Canal runs, and 
conſequently the Boats paſs for near an 
Hour; 1 wiſh'd it had laſted all Day, the 
Air being ſo cool, and having with us ſe- 
veral of Bezzers, who ſing naturally, and 
wonderfully, fine, it was very pleaſant to hear 


the Eccho of their Voices under that Vault. 


Another Thing which ſurpriz d me moſt 
yet, is a Place where a River runs, and there 
is a Bridge over it, which the Canal mounts, 

ſo that I was aſtoniſhd to ſee another Bridge 
and a River under us; there are many other 
Parts, which thoſe who are Judges ſay, 


Monſieur Vauban admired, to which I gave 


no great Attention; the Ground being un- 
even, they were obliged to build Sluices, 


which was the only Inconvenience I found 


in that Paſſage, otherways a very agreeable 
one: Every Night we met with good Lodg- 
ings, The firſt.at an Inn built on purpoſe, 


but the Second we lay at Carcaſſonne, where 
there is nothing rare but a holy Handker- 


chief, which they aſſured me was the true 
one, but 1 had not the Curioſity to ſee it, 
having ſeen others in ſeveral Places, where 


tzhey allo aſſur d me the ſame thing: Paſſing 
though this City, which Tthought very hand- 
ſome, they made me obſerve, that from the 


middle 
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middle of it all the four Gates are ſeen, 
telling me, it was a jealous Man built Car- 
caſſonne in that manner, that his Wife might 
not go abroad without his ſeeing her. My 
Husband met ſeveral there whom. he knew 
heretofore in the Army, who by Vertue of 
that Acquaintance came vithout Ceremo- 
ny to ſee me at the Inn where I lodged ; he 
defired me to ſhew them Reſpect, and be- 
ing People of Faſhion, I invited ſome of them 
to Supper, but was: ſurpriz d after Supper 
to find a Company of Violins enter my 
Chamber, and formally began a Ball which 
| theſe Gentlemen preſented me, and to which 
the leaſt of the Place came; as they ſing ad- 
mirably at Beziers, they dance ſo at Carcaſ- 
ſanne, and are very good humour'd: The 
Ball laſted part of the Night; the next Day 
Morning we continued our Journey to Ca- 
 filenaudari ; they ſhow'd mg the Place where 
Monſieur de  Montmorency loſt the Battle 
againſt the King's Army, or rather againſt 
the Cardinal Richelieu; and I cannot but 
bear an ill Will to thoſe who ſhut the Gates 
of the Town againſt that unfortunate Prince, 
when he was forced to fly from his too 
powerful Enemies, into whoſe Hands his Un- 
happineſs threw him, who, as you know, 
gave him no quarter. I have ſeen at Thou- 
louſe the Place where he was beheaded, 
Wee: the Marks of his Blood are to. be ſeen 
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ned him with weeping 
many Particulars of which I had not heard: 


while ſince Monſieur de Montmorency was 
b ought to A I before he was carried 
and carefully uarded in it, 


a ci Princefs af Cloe ien 


Apartment; after having done all in her 


Power to obtain a Pardon for her Brother; 
but ſeeing the Cardinal determined for his 
Ruin, refolved to ſave him, and deſtroy 
that Miniſter ; this Deſign ſhe communica- 
ted to the NMarquiſs de St. Joiri, and deſired 
her Affiſtance im it: The Marquiſs who was 
then very young, and but lately married, 


gave her a Promiſe, and kept the princeſſes 


ecret. The Project was, that the Princeſs 
a Poinard under her Coat, and 


ſnould hav 


when the Cardinal, who was in Love with 


her, came to viſit her, ſhe could carry him 
ine tlle Garden, where Madam de St: oiri 
ſhould attend at the Door with ſome other 
Ladies, and every one having alſo "i Poi- 


nard, at the Signal of the Princefs, they 


ſhould all fall upon him: He had doubtleſs f 
endured tile Fate of Orpheus, if his Genius 
had not ppt by the Blow. 1 know! not 
whether he had any Jealouſie or Omen of 


what. Was FOR a bim; but When the 
Prineply 


againſt the Wall: 'The Parliament condem- 
Eyes, and I found 
ſome were there at that time, who told me 


Madam d% St. Joiri ſaid it was a great 
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Princeſs had led bim into the Arbour, © this 


9 1 0 , 
her Brothers Life 75 5 y O: 0 


of Pins bi 
and the Promruy) their 
had another Opportunity ; for. the' 
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next Morning remoyed him mo] 


he was put into "the Town-houfe 
Madam de St. Joiri told me furt ö 
While Monſieur de Montmoruucy was in tb 
Caſtle, the Princeſs" entreat her tp bur 
quaint him with ſomething of Tri portal ance, 
the Thing was difficult to 80 done, Bur this 
little'Lady accom} Rt d it, ſhe went 1 in thi 
Night bare Foote and in her Smock, to h 


for fear he ſhould ſtart in wakin 2 nd his 
Guards Kno any thing; finding he was not 
aſleep; the whiſpered'i in his Far all the © Was 


intruſted with, and returned without bein 0 


diſcovered, though ſhe was forced to 
and come throu oth the Room where the 
Guards lay on 

Madam 4e 6g. Foiri, who is very old, ac> 


Circumſtances of this Nature: I had greater 
Pleaſure to hear them from one of her Age, 
than to read thoſe fr who have writ- 
oP! the RAY, rhe firſt uk hat they 


have . 


Chamber, lay down gently upon bis Bed, 


atreſſes upon tlie Floor. 


quainted me alſo, with many hings and 


| meren, Con eller may 4 
ET 16 ;tother Day, coming 
18 Cha he made ſome feel his 
e de ew them he was got moved, 
nd kept che fame. Tranquility till he came 
to l 188 eee de fe at 


T teig uM Ion, bis Blood flew 
4 11 Wall, and there remains the 


MM arks of it; 5. where. they executed him as 
it ef incognito.by.. the Cardinals. Orders : 
Another Scaffold was made in the Place of 

St. George, to amuſe. the Populace, whom 
ba "reaſon to fear might attempt to 

reſcue him, Madam de Grawend,: Mother 
of. the Bilbop of St. Papoul, and | Wite to 

on of Monfieur 2 Judges, who 
knew all that paſſed in this Bloody Scene, 

_ waited at; the-Gate of the. Town: houſe. in a 
1 ourn;ng. Coach to receive the Body of 
this ppy Prince, as; he had deſired in 
his Wal; 3 the ſtaid long in the EE but 

as ſoon as. the Executidn was 9 2 all the 

3 Townr houſe Gates were openec the, Coach 
a went 1 In, and this Lady drown'c in Tears, 
received his Body, and carried it to the Cor- 

. deliers N were Hrs depolir ed, till 
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the Nuns: Church at Maxlins,: in which Re- 
ligious Houſe that Lady ended ber L Days. 
1 he Biſhop of St. Paal told me, that 
2 before, Monſieur de Montmoren 
ny declared his Deſigns; he ſaid to 
N 7 de Gramond, the Biſhop's Father, 
Kir, if 1 were accuſed of ſome Crime 
before your Tribunal, would you condemn 
ne? Ar my Lord, anſwered Monſieur. de 
 Gramond, for if you were: guilty, I am fure 
your Highneſs would condemn your ſelf; 
you are in the right, ſaid the Duke,- we 
hould never do any unjuſt Thing, but 1 
nope that will never: happen; thus he was 
o far from having any ill Will againſt Mon- 
teur de Gramond, who was obliged, by the 

Laws to pronounce Sentence againſt him, 
that he intruſted the Care of his Body to 
his Wife; preſenting her with a fine Diamond, 
which is ſtill in the Family, for [-have 

ſeenit-in, Madam de Lanta s Hands. Here you 
find Particulars, which aſſuredly you never 
met in Hiſtory, which I have from Originals: 

But methinks theſe Circumſtances have 
turned me out of the Way, therefore 1 will 
ſpeak of theſe I ſaw and heard at Thonloaſe, 
before I tell you I am arrived there; in the 
mean time, for Form fake, I muſt: follow 
the Road Step by Step. I went from Ca- 
 Menaudarg to b Thouloaſe by the Canal; ar- 
ing at that * which they call the 


\ OL  - Holy, 
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Holy 1 found abe little Samſon, Son-of the 
Receiver: of the Aſſhgnments,' whom y. 
b know; 1 underſtood by him; he had latel 
B married a Niece. of Madam de Poult bar 
me to whom the Intendeney of Me 
taubam ſerved for a Portion; I went to ſ 
her, ſhe ſhewed me abundance of Civilitis 
mviting me to à Feaſt, which the Capit 
of Tbanlonſe (for thus they call their Aldir- 
men) made for her; The Name of Capitol, 
as they averr, comes from the Capitol d 
Rowe le Charges paſt, Enoble the . j 
_ andi\Mogfieur de Nuailer, when he was o 
liged to make his Proofs of Nobility, to 
' tain'theiblue Ribbon! of the Order of it} 
Hay «Ghoſt, did no more than preduee the 
Capitoulat of one of his Anceſtors: But to 
go on, the Feaſt thoſe Gentlemen made Ma: 
3 was magnificent: After a Col- | 
Action, followedia Ball in the Hall of the 
Con fiſtory, which is the Place where they 
do Juſtice; they after ſhewed us all the 
Parts of the Building, which was formally 
the Palace of the old Counts of Tboulos 
where are yet remaining fine Paintings of 
that tine. Madam Samſon went ſoon” af- 
ter to Montaulav,' and we' parted extream 
good Friends, ſhe making me promiſe her 
to viſucher in her . Which I have 
not taken Cate to keep. was in the Cer- 
. ee and hw the lamous Carrei. 
| rion _ | houſe 
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 bouſe 1 heatdifo much of, where Bodieb re- 
main intire for ſeveral Ages; that of fair 
Paula, keeps ſlill ſome Marks of Beauty. 
L asked thoſe good Fathers, by what means 
they preſerved thoſe Bodies from Corrupti- 285 
on$ they told me they buried them fell in 
a certain Earth, which waſted the Fleſh, and 
when they were ſufficiently dried, they ſet 
them in the Air, and put them in order in 
their Charnel-hoxſe - While the Monk dif- 
courſed with me, I ſaw: ſeveral Men come 
down from the Chck-Tower, with Dead on 
their Shoulders, from whom the open Air 
had abſolutely taken off all offenſive Smell, 
by which I judged the good Cordelier had i in- 
formed me truly. VE: the Cordeliers" 1 
went to St. Serxins Church, where the Bo- 
dies of many Saints are buried, from whom 
Tboalonſe bares the Name of Holy; they 
how d me a prodigious number of Saints 
and Martyrs: de: Lcan't tell how Rome 
may be 15 5 with it, for I think ſhe 
Boaſts of having the very ſame, it may be 
they are multiplied; I know nothing of it, 
but certainly they are magnificently euſhri. j 
ned: After having ſeen them at St. Serning, - 
I faw them paſs in Review in a Proceſſion, : 
made à little while after for the deti- 5 
verance of the City; that is, when the 
Albigiers were driven out, and had exter- 
W all the Proceſtants, 1 always: be⸗ 
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lieved the laſt mentioned impoſed upon us, 
when they charged us with adoring Images 
and Relicks, but I am now convinced, the 
Acuſation is true; for when the holy Thorn 
paſſed by. 
fore it; becauſe; ſay they, it was taken out 
df our Saviours Crown. I have alſo ſeen 
them proſtratèe themſelves before an Image 
of the Virgin Mary, which they call our 
Lady the Black. They told me, to autho- 
rize this Adoration; that this Image was 
miraculous, telling me, upon a certain time 
a Fire began in one of the Suburbs, which 
all the Holy Water in the Town could not 
quench, that they carried the holy Sacra- 
ment alſo without any Effect; they were at 
laſt forced to have recourſe to our Lady, 
the Black, whoſe Preſence immediately ex- 
tiagviſned the Fire; nay, they aſſured me, 
they had ſeen her ſhed Tears, with many 
— 5 Stories of the ſame Nature. The 
Benediddine Fathers poſſeſs this Treaſure, 
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every one fell on their Knees be- 


and expoſe it not every Day, but draw 


great Retributions from thoſe Perſons that 
haye any recourſe to this Image. On ſuch 


Days when their ſine Proceſſions are made 


at "Thoulouſe, - 2 prodigious Multitude of 
Strangers come in Crowds from the Neigh- 
bouring Parts, ſome for Devotion, others 
for Curioſity. One of theſe Pilgrims: fell 
ſick, 3 in the Inn where he — 
; 5343! e tlle 


EITE NV. 173 
the Hoſt acquainted the Curate with it, in 
the Pariſh l Dall ade, and the Deceaſed was 
depoſited in the Church till the time of his 
Interrment. The next Day a devout Woman, 
Which ſaid her Prayers in the ſame Chapel, 
thought ſhe heard ſomething ſtir in the 

Coffin, and ran affrighted to call the Prieſt; 
they treated her at firſt as whimſical, but as 
ſhe perſiſted ſhe had heard ſome Noiſe, they 
opened the Coffin, and found the Man 
alive, making a Sign, by | which they ap- 
prehended he deſired to be let Blood; he 
was ſo, but that Endeavour proved uſeleſs, 
and he expired ſoon after: Behold What 1. 
have ſeen within this Fortnight, and what 
makes me tremble. to think of it, for 1 
fancy the Living are often interr d, and 
dread ſuch a Fate: But let us leave theſe 
melancholy Reflections. I was about this 
time witneſs to an Adventure, which tho 
it had nothing: ſo diſmal in it, yet might 
have had a bad Conſequence for the Perſon 
to whom it happened; one of thoſe Coun- 
try Gentle woman, whom Devotion brought 
to Tboulouſe, lodged in an Inn where Stran- 
gers were alſo, among others, two Mer- 
chants of Bourdeaux lay in a Chamber joig- 
ing to that was aſſigned her; ſhe riſing in 
the Night on ſome Occaſion, inſtead of re- 
turning to her Chamber, by chance went 
into that where the two Merchants lay, and 
ew | into 
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into their Bed: inſtead of her dyn; that 
wiel contributed to her Rrror was, ſhe had 
4 Rinſwomun lu with her, ſhe perceiving 
ſome Body aſleep; but not whether one or 
more, ſhe made no doubt but it was her 
Relation, and ſlept without fear; but her 
Surptize was extraordinary when ſhe awaked 
early in the Morning, and found herſelf 
in Bed with two young Sparks, who locked 


not as if they intended to give her Quar- 


ter; holy Virgin, cried ſhe, draw me out 
of this Peril into which my Imprudence 
has caſt me, ſaying this, the endeavoured 


to ſteal out of the Bed as ſoftly as poſſible, 


but ſhe ccould not avoid treading on one 


of their Feet, who opened one Eye and 
| hut it again to fleep on; while the poor 
Gentlewoman ran as quick as poſſibly ſhe 
could; trembling, to her Chamber and her 

Couſim, telling her what befel her having 
great difficulty to recover hert right: But what 
was as odd, at Dinner one of the Merchants 
ſaid, he thought he had a kind of a -Viſion 
in the Morning, and that he ſaw a Wo- 


man in her Smock riſe out of his Bed, he 


was laugh d at for his Viſion, for the Gen- 
 tlewoman' unfolded the whole Story her- 

ſelf, wlüle the two Merchants diſpair d for 
looſing a good Fortune, which came to 
them even in their Bed; and the Gentle- 
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_ Heur de Monteſpin earn is 


Madam Lanta's, who is Nen er £8 


"ROW P Mon. 


land Franks in Marriage; 


her Father being 


 Contriver of the Cabal, the martied Mon- 


fieur de la Fulleite Corunſſon Sentthil of 


Zhouloaſe; of one of tke beſt Families in 


this Country; ſhe lived with ' him three 
Years, but not being / accommodated, . ſhe 
acouſediid of Impotence,” apd under went 
all the. Formalities neceffary to prove her 
Accuſation : After a long Procedure the 
Marriage was diſſolved, and ſhe was per- 


Monſieur de Lanta, who as Folks ſay, the 
had ſome Reaſon to e of before the 


had ſo great an Affliction for being ſepara- 

ted from his Wife, that he became à Reli- 
gious Man, and died ſoon after. Monſieur 
de Lanta ae Nephew' of the Biſhop of 
St. Papaul; and they ſay, when the Biſhop 


acquainted the Archbiſhop of Thoulouſe with 3 


his Nephews Wedding; he ſaid Monfieur 


de Lanta is a very bold Man, to take ano- 


ther Man's Wife, and the Countries Money 


gers cheating the Countty of their Money 


when © he made the Canal; however it is, 
r 


** at 
ger ü Daugliter and had two hundred thou- 


„* "Oy". 


mitted to marry whom ſhe pleas'd; ſhe —_ : 


proſecuted poor Monſieur ugs, 'who 


at.the fame time, meaning, that Madam ze 
Lantd's' Portion aroſe: from Monſieur d Ri- 
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ſhew'd the Minutes of it, aſſur d him, if he 


LTE XV 5 
th arriage Bs proved happy; Madam 
. þ Lanta having ſine Children, though: her 
Steps towards it were rough and dangerous, 
yet ſhe is not the leſs; eee at preſent; 
her Houſe is here, as Madam de Blauer at 
a Avignon, where: they play high, and there 
is every Night great Company. Madam 
de Riguet her Siſters is with her; and Mon- 
ſieur Monteſpan is ſo deeply in Love with 
her, that he has written to the Pope for his 
Permiſſion to marry her, allele the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons imaginable; and 1 Soubr 
not his Requeſt had been granted, if the 
Pope had received his Letter, which is one 
ol the fineſt I ever ſaw; but Monſieur de 
Louvois, to whom Monſieur Monteſpan 


ns 


ſent it to the Pope he would provoke the 

King, he was a; Joſt Man, and would ruin 
the Fortune of the Marquiſs D Antin's Son: 
Poor Monſieur Monteſpan, frighted by theſe 
Threats, retained his Letter, Which he ſtill 
keeps, and did me the Favour: to ſhow it 

me; he is one of the beſt kind of Men can 
be ſeen, being lately at play for a conſide· 

rable Sum, Madam de Trauts, who was pre- 
ſent, wilh d he might winn, which he did, 
and made that Lady a Preſent of a Watch 
worth forty Piſtoles as Thanks for her good 
Wiſhes. I think I ſhould not have accepted 


thy; but Madam Teen took it without 4 
| ther 


ES 
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1 am in a diſordered Fortune, and he is 
pleaſed to mend it, therefbte I ought not to 


refuſe his Favour: Although Monſieur de 


Monteſpan has no Difficulty in ſpeaking: of 
his Wife s Conduct, he does not like to be 


rallied upon it, but polite and obliging as 
he is, he has not ſpared thoſe Ladies who 


would divert themſelves on that Chapter. 


Not long ſince, playing at Cards, he threw 
down the King of Hearts, which he loſt, 
and being vex d a little, a Preſident's Lady 


having a Mind to be witty upon it, ctied, 


ah, Monſieur, it is not the King of Hearts 
who has done you the voy: ' Monſieur 
Monteſpas angry with his Loſs and her ill- 
timed Wit together, anſwered, If my Wife 


is worth a Louis, you are not worth 


half a Crown. After this, in a Maſquerade 
he went to a Ball in a Mask, where the 
ſame Lady was Queen, and before all the 


Company, laſh'd her with a Whip, and went 
_ _vut again without being diſcovered, though 
he was ſuſpected ; however not being able 
to prove it, and the Lady having drawn the 


Affront upon her ſelf, + there Was no more 
made of it; but however it made the Wo- 


men more eircumſpect. Here is the King 


of Denmarks youngeſt Son, and with him 


ſeveral Men of Quality and Merit, who 
| ſpeak very good French, whom we have 


ſeen 


8 


| Monpellier, and they fay;' 
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ſeen at Paris, obe of them is called Monſieut 
Pleicb, whioſe Father is Plenipotentiary at 
Ryſwick : He told me laſt: Night, the Ele- 
Ror of Sdxony's Patty grows ſtronger every 
Day, and according to all appearance, the 
Ptince of Oi would have but ill Succeſs 
in his Voyage, but that he had doubled the 
him in his Paſſage. This is all 1 know of, 
the matter, only that à Trunk in the Prince 
of Cont is Poſt-Chaiſe, broke on the Road, 
where was found a great many Snuff · Boxes, 
which that Prince was carrying to Poland ; 
upon which, a young Gaſcoxe ſaid, Alas / alas ! 
would he have taken them by the Noſe: 
the force and manner of ſeving it, ſet us all 
a laughing; however , the Vivacity of 
the Goſcove-is ſurprizing, . I have never ſeen 
any ſo quick at Reparted. I ſhould never 
have done, if 1 ſhould give you Examples 
of thoſe 1 hear every Day ; they are avcu- 
here as in other Plates, chat is, ſomething 
eoquette but their manner is not fo free as at 
1 they dun t main- 
tain their reſerved Airs hen alone, ſo that 
all comes to the ſame thing. Here are very 
fine Walks, and a Courſt where one may 
ſee abundange:of Conrhes, az . | 
C Garden 


— 
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Garden called Ereſcati, where they walk as 
in the 7##leries at Paris, When 1 was a 
little gequainged wich the Country, I went 

to Montawben, as I had 


Samſon, who treated me wonderfully; and 


invited ſeveral People of Quality, among 
whom was Monſieur de Grilles, who edim- 


mands the Troops in that Country; they 


altogether Miſtreſs of my Time, I took my 
hither, but ſaw the Courſe of Montanbas 


before l left it, which is very pretty: They 
ſhewed me the Biſhop's Garden, which is a 


- fine Walk. I faw-this Prelate with whom 


J carne acquainted at Monpellier, he is cal- 
led Nemond, and is a near Relation of Ma- 


dam de Miremoin's Son- in- law; he told me 


_ almoſt all his Flock was compoſed of new 


| Converts, who gave him great Trouble td 


guide them. Above all ar preſent, having 
a Notion in their Head, that the re-eſia- 
bliſkment of their Religion will be ari Ar- 
 ticle/in the furure Peace, which the Prince 
of Orange will not fin but dpon thoſe. 
Conditions; but believe thefe poor People 
deceive themfelves, and that the Prince of 
Orange will ratfier tina of his own Inte- 
reſt, and ſecure thoſe three Crowns which 
le has placed upon his Head. This is all; 
Madam, that I have ſeen at Montaubau, 
m_— _ a 1 


promiſed Madam 


ſpent the Night at play, but as I am not 
leave of the Company next Day, to return 


C Terra IVE 
and I cannot give you à more exact Ac- 
count of my Conduct. When I know the 
Map of Thonlouſe a little better, I will give 
it you; here is at prefent both Opera's Co- 
medies, and Gaming, and many Families of 
Quality. Here is abundance of Religious 

People, and Maſſes with Muſick, with ma- 
ny other Acts of Religion, which are 

reckoned here amongſt their Pleaſures and 
Diverſions: Thus every Body may chuſe as 

they pleaſe. Adieu, Madam, I believe l 
| ſhould write till Morning if my Paper did 

not oblige me to ene. 


"Ra Madam 1 


; wo 
. ” , 
5 8 J 0 4 0 
* ” 1 
* # x * * * a 
3 1 * > 1 2 : "7 8 «34 + 
: 5 * , . 
# . ; C 
X s * 1 by 4 l - 1 | * 7 ' 

* * 4 1 7 P 4 3 + 
9 nf * 4 * : 4 4 


EASY ECNESDCENESS 8 R 
n 2 


e 


. 
L E T T E R XVI. 
From PARIS. 


dung not EE” RY 1 | 
Z are obliged to travel; a Lite * 
OD} Motion is, in my Opinion, the 
| = moſt diverting imaginable; above 
all, when one travels with ſo much Plea- 
ſure, as methinks you have had in all your 
Journey: You ſee the moſt charming Coun- 
try, and your Delights are always diverſi- 
fied, whilſt here we have the ſame Opera 
for fix Months, and are reduced to — the 
wretched wit of the Alles, to whom the 
Field of Battle is left, ſince the War has 
taken away the Officers; - if the Peace does 
not mend this, there is no living here, but 
we. muſt deſert Paris, Your Dane, fer 
ought I ſee, is a true Prophet; the Prince of 


Conti is returned from Poland, and the Pre- 
i wonſions 


rival with Pleaſure, and ſhe coming to ce- 
ment the Peace, there is hopes ſhe will re- 
ſtore the Pleaſures of the Court, and that 
the Peace being general, may alſo be dura- 
ble, In the mean time, our great Devotee, 
who ſits at the upper end of the Table, at 
the Invitement of Monfieur Champlatrus got 
the Marquiſs de Lance baniſh'd, on pretence 
of her irregular Conduct; but the chief 
Reaſon was, they play d at her Houſe as 
high as at Monſteur de Champlatrus, whaſe 
Neighbour ſhe was, and many liked going 
_ thither, better than to that devout Magi- 
ſtrate's, this has made Madam de Lance's 
Friends exclaim; but their Murmurs has 
not prevented the Effect of the King's Ler- 
ter, which commanded her to be gone in 

„ OE.  ; 
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twenty four Hours, As I had no Know- 
ledge of this Lady, I asked Monſieur de 1 
Toric, who ſhe was, and you ſhall find 
what he told me. Madam de Lane“ being 
2 * with a great deal of Beau- 
ty and Wit, but very little Fortune, would 
give her ſelf a Name without giving her 
ſelf a Maſter : To this Purpoſe, ſhe made 
her Mother be dreſſed like a Man; the 
Complaiſant Mother under this Habit, and 
the Name of the Marquiſs de Lanes made - 
Love to her Daughter, and married her in 
2 very little time. This Wedding was open- 
ly made in the Sight of the World: Soon 
aſter which, the Marquiſs de Laue“ was ob- 
liged to be gone, and the Mother having 
reſumed her own Perſon, returned to the 
Marquiſs de Lanee, who by this pretended 
Marriage, was diſpenſed with from thoſe 
Rules a Maid is bound to obſerve: She 
took a handſome Houſe, and Equipage ſui- 
table to her Quality of Marquiſs, and made 
uſe of Gaming to bear the Charges: Soon 
after cauſing the Report of that Fantom 
her Husband's Death, putting her ſelf in 
deep Mourning, that as the Marquiſs's 
Widow, with the Help of Play, ſhe made 
a yery conſiderable Figure here. She had 
about her, two or three young. handſome, 
Women, to whom ſhe gave Diet and Lodg- 
ing, into whoſe Conduct ſhe declared ſhe 
: mo „ 
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o Inſpection, which contributed to 


the Satisfackion of the Company ' whetero 


all the Witty Men of Court and Town 
were deſirous to be added. They went to 
her Houſe about five in the Afternoon, eve- 


ty one giving a Piſtole at the beginning of 


lay, which. continued till Midnight, and 


then followed an excellent Supper. Thus 


being all rather Men of Senſe than mere 
Gameſters, the Converſation at Table was 
admirable, and without Scandal or Noiſe, 
the Marquiſs having found the Way to make 
herſelf reſpected as if ſhe had been a Prin- 
ceſs: Beſides, ſne admitted none but Peo- 

pre of Quality, who made it a Pleaſure to 
De extraordinarily entertained for a'Piſtole, 


and enjoy moſt excellent Converſation into 
the bargain; beſides that, Madam de Lanes 


had a prodigious deal of Wit; thoſe which 


met at her Houſe having alſo abundance, 


they increaſed the Pleaſure of each other. 


The Company broke up about Four in the 


Morning, the Marquifs went to Bed about 


Five, and about Noon took ſome Soop, and 
with that was content till Supper. This 
Courſe of Life returned every third Day, 
and would have done ſtill, if Monſieur de 
Champlatrus had not grown jealous and en- 


vious, finding every Day drew ſome of his 


Company from him ; he acquainted the 
King it was a diſorderly Houſe; he believed 
Wan : . 77 | Fr 
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it, and this poor Woman, who by her In- 
duſtry got a conſiderable Revenue, is abſo- 
lately ruined ; all thoſe who uſed her Houſe, 

are as it were out of Buſineſs, not know- 
ing what to do with themſelves; it is plea- 
ſant to hear in what manner they curſe all 
hypocritically devout Magiſtrates ; I found 
ſomething ſo uncommon” in the Story of 
this pretended Marquiſs, that I thought it 
would not be unpleafant. to you to know 
it; J ſend it as a certain Truth, as you may 
receive it, attending every Day the Conclu- 
ſion of the Treaty of Peace. lt is believed, 
Conditions will not be over advantagious 
for France ; but what harm does it to us; 
it concerns us very little, whether the King 
enlarges or contracts his Dominions, pro- 
vided we may eat our Bread in Peace, with- 
out being always oppreſt with Taxes, 
with which the People are grievoully 
afflicted. I was ſhewn lately ſome Hu- 
- moyrous Verſes, written upon the new 
Tax on Coats of Arms, you will find ſome- 
thing indecent, but that's the Poets Fault 
and not mine, 1 waſh my Hands "2 it, 

and thus it wt | 
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Ie who devour all by your Fillanter,, 
_ Farmers of Seals, Laws, and Amories, 

Infamous Wreaches, vid of Truth and Grace, 
 *Spite of your Teeth, and your aceurſed Race; 
4 4 bear the T. dt 0 Or 5 in Fields of Gules, 


du ſee yen mid lue a fbum you fu. 


I dare lay a Wager a Gaſcone writ, this; 
perhaps you may find him at Tboulouſe; for 

it is a Freak ſmells of the Gaſcone; not that 
the Seine wants the Virtue of verſifying: 
Since we are fallen upon the Jackets of 
thoſe who farm the * ſee what was 
written upon one of the Farmer's Wives, 
who is very much painted, who ſpeaking 
before ſome ſhe thought not ſo great as 
her ſelf, diſcourſed of her Houſe in Town, 
and that in the Country, looking on the 
Company with Contempt, and deſcribed 
her Fine Apartments and her Stair-Caſe, 
which coft ten thonſagd Crowns Painting. 
A Lady, one of your Friends, made theſe 
Verſes, and flip'd them into the proud Far- 


mers Pocket. 
It it wot bard for you we own, 
To build ith Country or in Town; 
All things to your Defires give way, 
Our Sorrows 2 your Pleaſures pay; 
. While Fortune idolixes you, 
None can build like you, tis true; | 
For Beams grow on your Husband's Head, 
Aud Plaiſter on your Face is ſpread, You 


| " 
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Lou may be ſure ſhe was not over boaſt- 
ing of her Bargain She that made them 

gave ſeveral es to_her Acquaintance, 
* which means 7 obtained them. I can 
ſay no more at preſent, this being the 
tenth Letter | have written to Day: It is al- 
moſt Midnight, and I am ready to fall 
aſleep. Adieu. Write to me as often as you 


can; above all; love me as I deſire you to 
believe 1 ever do you. 


Tan, Ge. 
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ö XVII. 
From. THOU LOUSE. 


299909 HE Hiſtory of your kd 
f 85 3 8 Marquiſs de Lanes is ſo extra- 
335 T 3 ordinary, that if I had not re- 
3 74 92 5 ceived it from you, I ſhould 
20009 think it a Fable: They ſay, 
there's nothing new under the Sun, yet I think 
this is, for ſure it was never heard a Daugh- 
ter married her Mother.” The Country 1 
am in produces no ſuch. Adyentures, nor 
that from whence I am come, for you muſt 
not think I have ſtay'd all this while at 
Thoulouſe, I have made a very agreeable 
Turn about theſe Parts, ſince I writ to you, 
though it was in fo rough and rugged a 
Soil, that they never had ſeen a Coach 
there before mine, and I thought it would 


| have coſt me my Life for going in 4 
the 


* . 
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the Ways are ſo narrow, that the Coach- 
man operturned us in a River, out of 
which we were drawn by Miracle; we ar- 
rived very much diſordered at Quillian, 
s little Village in the Pyrenean Mountains. 
was frighted at that Country, which they 
told me was only inhabited by Wolves and 
Bears, I had nothing on but my Night- 
cloaths. Ion, thinking it not worth dreſſing 
me to ſee nothing but Wild Beaſts. I was 
much ſurpriz d to find abundance. of Qua- 
lity, of which thoſe Mountains are a Nur- 
ſery: The Marquiſs de Leven, thoſe of 
Chalabre, and de Sainte  Columbe, came to 
Auillian to ſee us, preſenting us with Wild 
Boars, Kids, Sc. I brought ſome with me, 
of which I made a Preſent to the Prince of 
Denmark, among others a little wild Pig 
with which he was much pleaſed, but there 
is nothing ſo falſe as what the Naturaliſts 
tells us of the Bears, they coming into the 
World like other Animals, and not like an 
unformed Maſs, which J have ſeen, and 
therefore you may believe me: Befides 
_ theſe Gentleman I ſaw at Quillian, I made 
an Acquaintace with a very pretty Crea- 
ture called Madam Deſcouloubre, ſhe is the 
Marquiſs de Chelabre's Daughter, but mar- 
ried to a Man ſo jealous, that he does not 
permit her to ſpeak to any Body; though 
in my Favour he was a little „ 
Fes an 
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and ſuſfered her come to my Lodging; 
where ſhe eat with us, 
happieſt Time of her Life, and Wind d it 
might laſt. 1 leſt her with Sorrow, and 
itned ber. You may judge of ner Huſ- 
| Rad Jeaboke by what I am telling you. 
One Day going to ſee a Neighbour, the ri- 
ding behind him, he threw her off the 
Horſe, becauſe he heard the Cuckow fing, 
drawing his Piſtol to purſue that poor Bird 
to Death, for denouncing! ſuch an unhap- 
Fortune. Beſides the r in the 
125 my Coach was expoſed to another; 
1 told you before, they had never ſeen ſuch 
a Thing at Nuiiliar; I came there in a 
Time when they wanted Nain, and 
made Proceſſions every Day to obtain ſome, 
ee ee Tag no Eſſect, the Inhabi- 
tants of the Plage being extream ſuperſti- 
tious and ignorant, im it was that 
| ftrange Monfter of a Coach which hindred 
J being heard, upon which 
1 kind of Counſel, and after ha- 
ving cry the Matter, with groar de» 


g. 

demned to be e, in the — Von 
will believe, Madam, I was not inform · 
ed of this — however they found 
ſome difficulty in the Execution, and theres 
fore reſolved to make uſe of Policy; and 
tale 3 Time when alt were aſleep : and 

done 
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E to hoy” it — oy = an unuſual 
time of Night, and called our Servants, 
who found about thirty Fellows pulling it, g 

but they fled as ſoon as they ſaw them ad- 
vance toward them; a Moment loft had 
been the Loſs of my Coach, but ſince, I 
have ordered a Centinel to guard it. You 
will eaſily believe no Gentlemen were cal- 
led to this Council, though they all had 
the Pleaſure of laughing 6 it, and told me 
the Proceedings of the whole Deliberation, 
and many Stories of theſe Peoples Genius. 
From 2uillian I went to Perpignan, where 
my FHusband had Orders to confer with 
the Duke Je Yenrdome. This City is the 
Capital of Ronen, every Body ſpeaks 
French, and I met there a good ſort of Peo- 

4 1 came acquainted with a Catalowian 
ptain of Dragoons, who was lately ta- 
ken' Priſoner of War, he was a handſome 
_ and well ſhaped Man; with an Oval Face, 
his Noſe ſomething Aguitain, large hand- 


ſome black Eyes as poſlible, his Complexi» 


on brown; his Mouth large, with two rows 
of Teeth as white as Ivory, his Name Don 
Franciſco Benavides, He made me a Viſit 
as ſoon as I arrived, and when we were 
amines; he entreated me to intercede 


I 


92 LIT NI 


for him with Monſieur de Pendome; to ob- 
tain his Leave upon his Parole, to take a 
Journey. I alſo deſired my Husband to do 
the ſame, when he had intruſted me with 
the Reaſons: which made him deſire his 
| Liberty ; he confeſs d to me he had loved 

a Catalan Lady five: Vears, but would ne- 
ver part with her Name, and at firſt he 
found a great difficulty to acquaint me with 
the Adventure, which ſnewed me he had 
a true Conſideration for her; but the Plea- 
ſure he took in ſ. peaking of her, and the 
Want he had of me, inſenſibly engaged 
him to tell what I had ſo much a Deſire 
to know; he told me then that the Duty of 
his Poſt having obliged him to go into Ca- 
talonia, where that Ladies Husband com- 
manded, he ſhewed her thoſe. Reſpects which 
Civility and Decency require, but finding 
ſhe had all Power over the Mind of. her 
Husband, he begg d her to diſpoſe him 
in his Favour; the Lady was generous, and 
he had no great Difficulty to make her in 
his Intereſt, by telling her all the Misfor- 
tunes had befallen 3 he found the Se- 


cret to enter her Heart by the Door of 


Compaſſion, which in my Opinion is 

no (3-0 þ Way. „This Lady who he never 
called by any other Name than the Sig- 
miora Magarita uſed her Intereſt vigo- 
q va for him, without examining what 
TP Motives 


4 
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Motives they were Which mache het act. 
Don Franbiſto on his ſide thinking what he 
dicꝭ at firſt, was only through Intereſt; and 


then, acknowledgment found his Heart had 


gone much further, and that the Signora 's, 
ſweet and obliging manner, had more 
ſtrongly engaged him. She was about Si 
and Twenty Vears Old, but did not ſeem 
ſo much; her Size was ſomething below the 


riddle; and pretty Plump, which is no 
defect in the SpaniſÞ Women; this Was at- 


tended with a healthful Air, Which made 
her very lovely: Her Neck, Arms and 
Hands were of a perfect form, her Com- 


plexion ſoftiething Brown, as the Spaniards 


are; the Turn of her Face was lovely, and 


her Features regular; her Eyes add Mouth 


above all extreamly beautiful, and her Teeth 
white +" ſhe might very well be calſed a 


Ditiaaion in all ſhe did, with aß Inclina- 
tion to Melancholy, but it was {weer and 
reRified by Reaſon : And fo far from ill 


Humour, that it ſpread a Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion over all her Actions; ever 


buſied in the Care of her Family, that one 


would have thought her only proper for 


Domeſtick Affairs; but yet the was capable 


of every thing ; when ſhe appeared at Court, 
ſhe 'was ſoon diſtinguiſhed in the moſt ad. 
Nan manner, 151 which ſhe contri- 


buted 


lovely Woman ; the had a Turn of Wit a 


- 
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buted to her Husband's Fortune, whom 
by an effect of her Stars, without Intereſt 
or Love, ſhe married, and was very happy. 
The Signora who had nothing Coquette 
in her Temper, was endowed with a 
tender Heart, and gave her ſelf wholly to 
her Husband ; he on his fide valued himſelf 
upon an. exact Fidelity to his Wife, that 
ſne thought her ſelf made amends for what- 
ever was wanting in his Fortune; they had 
fine Children, the firſt Seven Mears of their 
Marriage, which was as the firſt Seven Years 
of Nero, they ſeemed as. if the Innocence 
of the former Ages was returned again, 
nothing appearing in their Lives but In- 
nocence, Fidelity and Friendſhip: But as 
no Felicity is durable, that of theſe Couple 
had its Bounds; the Husband growing 
weary of this ſecret Tranquility, Ambition 
ſeized on his Mind, forming every Day 
new Projects, and taking Journies to Court, 
while his Wife who had no Pleaſure when 
ſeparated ſrom him, paſt all her Days in a 
Melancholly to be pitied: As ſhe was much 
diſtinguiſhed in her Country, many offered 
to divert her, in the frequent Abſences 
of her Husband, but the Sigvora accepted 
none of their Offers: He, on his fide, ac- 
quainted her that the Tenderneſs he had for 
her, obliged him to make his Fortune, 
praying her not to abandon her ſelf ber 
SE | * Or- 
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Sorrows; the diſpairing to fix him, took Pa- 
tience; and as it was not poſſible to live: a. 
Recluſe Life always, ſhe begun to ſee Com- 5 
pany to diſſipate her Sorrows ; her Husband 
approving. her Conduct in parting, defired 
her to divert her ſelf. The Clitalrnian 
Women have more Liberty. than in other 
Spaniſh Provinces; and the Signora Marga- 
rita was aprecable to all approached her, 
a young Abbot her Neighbour was the moſt... 
aſliduous; he was of one of the. beſt Fa- 
milies of the Country; he was handſome, 

and being a Neighbour had frequent Op- 
portunities of ſeeing her: All his Care was 
to divert her, and make himſelf acceptable, 
and knowing her ſtrongeſt Inclination was 

to her Children, he careſs'd and play'd 
with them, uſing all his Aſſiduity and es 
placency to engage the Signora to ſome Ac- 
knowledgment. It was ſuppoſed he was in 
more | Favour than the reſt, . which Pre- 
ference made him envied: When her Hus- 
band returned, there wanted not cha- | 
ritable People to advertiſe him of the Fami- 
liarity the Abbot had with his Wife; he 
took the Alarm, examining ever thing, 
tho? finding nothing blameable in his Wifes 
Conduct; yet he continued Jealous without 
deſiring to complain, repenting of bis 
Fruitleſs Journeys, which had no Succeſs 3 
but TIS engaged 6065 go again 40 W 5 
le 
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he reſolved to take the Sg with him, 
aud ſne was charmed to find him in this 


F 


Humour : go ho 1 to Madtid, 
where the" a he qe many Friendſhips $ 
bat. het Basbagd t being obliged to return 
again into his Country, in ſome time; he 


left her at burt, to Solicit his Fortune, | 
which ſhe endeavouted o effeQually, Urhat 


in Six Months time ſhe obtained him a 
conſiderable poſt, not ſparing either her 
Fortune or her Cate. Charmed with her 
Sncceſs, ſhe came in triumph to find her 
Husband, believing che would meet her 
when the * me near him; but ſhe ſaw 
him no Where, not ſo much 28 at lier Houſe 
when ſhe came, tho ſhe acquainted: him with 
the Day the would be thefe: This! bod 
Blood 11 the Nicenefs of her” 'emper, 


nor did'ſhe Know what to:rhink of ſuch a 
Ptocedure'; all came to with her Joy, of the 


happy Succeſs of her Journey; the poor 
Abbot being one of the firſt, ſhe rallied a 
little upon Jer but ſhe faid not all ſhe 
thought on that Subject: The Abbot in 
the mean time renewing his Addreſs, the 


Husband allo renewed his Jealouſie, and 


ſhowed fomE Marks of i it tothe Abbot, which 


8 fic,” together wich the ſmall Pro- 


gfeſs he had made with the Signora, he ac- 
qbginted het th her Husband's Infidelities 


ig 1 abfence, with a Creature every way 


Inferior 
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Inferior d0 her in all things; the Abbot 
thinking it would md ve her with ſome Sen 
timents of Revenge, and hoping he might 
be the Inſtrument of it, provided her 
with Witneſſes and neceſſary Proofs 3 the 
Matter being but too plain, nevertheleſß 
her Husband denied all, and made horrible 
 Imprecatians upon it; yet was, obliged to 
| Confeſs it at laſt, having been ſurprized in 
the very Fact: This Adventure, tho all 
Wives may expect it, cauſed a moſt ſenſible 
Grief in the Sigmora, who made her Hap» 
pineſs conſiſt in her Husband's Fidelity; 
and by it imagined he was diſtinguiſhed 
from the reſt of Mankind: He talking on 
that Subject like a Saint, the time he choſe 
for this Infidelity aggravating the Crime, 
becauſe it was while ſhe was Säcrifieing 
her Friend's Intereſt, and the Fortune left 
her, with all her Cares for his Advance 
ment. She reſolved immediately to leave 
ſo ungrateful a Man; but he ſhewed fo 
deep @ Repentance, and did fo many things 
to reconcile her, that ſhe conſented to go 
with him to take Poſſeſſion of the Employ- 
ment ſhe had procured; but it was upon 
Condition ſhe ſnould no more be made the 
Sacriſice of his Sincerity, and that ſhe 
ſhould not be debarr d from the Liberty of 
Converfation, which her Country Women 
enjoy d;; that ſhe might not be ſo afflicted 
8 Ws. with 


| 
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with thoſe Sorrows, ſhe had long - ſuffered 
from her Husband's Unkindneſs ; while he 
who knew himſelf in the wrong, conſented 


to every thing; but the Abbot was not 


paid for his Information. The Signorg de- 


parted with her Husband, and Don Franciſco, 


finding her in this happy Diſpoſition I have 
mentioned, made his advantage of this 
Conjuncture. They had not yet cleared the 
Sentiments they had for each other, when 
the Husband begun to open his Eyes, which 
the Lady had not perceived, if a ſhe Friend 
had not made her take notice of it, when 
they Dined together; Dem Franciſco, (aid ſhe, 


dare not ſpeak to you; What's the meaning 


of that ſaid the Signora with Precipitation ? 
It is, replied the other, becauſe your 
Husband is Jealous of him ; this ſurprized 
her, ſhe examined things better, and ob- 
ſerved her Husband was out of Humour, 
and that ſomething troubled his Head, ſhe 
took an Opportunity to clear the Matter, 


in the moſt nice and delicate manner, nor 


was ſhe ver d to revenge her ſelf upon her 


Husband, by giving him ſome little Inquie- 
| tude, and by it found more Pleaſure than 


in a real Revenge. Her Husband, who fear- 
ing ſhe ſhould carry her Reſentment too far, 

gave Signior Franciſco. permiſſion to return 
again to his Poſt, to keep him further from 
his Lady; her clear-ſighted Friend,” who 
K. ; r 
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firſt diſcovered the Sentiments of theſe 
three Perſons, acquainted her with what 
paſs d: They went together to Maſs, where 
Dos Franciſco joined them, (for in Spain 
all Affairs ef Gallantry are negotiated in 
Churches) he told the Signora he came to 
take his Audience of Leave; this News 
ſnock d her; you will go then Sir, ſaid ſhe ? 
There is a Neceſſity for it, anſwered he, ſince 
I am commanded, I ſhould flight his Orders 
not to obey them; and Madam you know 
the meaſures I'muſt keep with him. But 
what, ſaid ſhe, if one ſhould deſire you to 
ſtay, What would you do? That is accord- 
ing to the Perſon who deſired it. I know 
one, - ſays: ſhe, who would not expoſe her 
{elf to a Refuſal: And 1, Madam, replied he, 
one whom I could not. refuſe, tho' I ha- 
_ zarded my Life, by ſhewing that Proof of 
my Obedience. Stay then, ſaid ſhe, it ſhall 
not coſt you ſo dear; feign ſome Pretence, 
and I'will make my Husband approve your 
Reaſons, Saying this, ſhe went into her 
Litter, and Don Franciſco, who had a Quar- 
tain Ague, exaggarated his Illneſs, decla- 
ring he was not yet able to undertake his 

Journey; the Lady juſtified it, and the 
Husband who ſhewed great Deference for 
her, dare not be of another Opinion, nor be 
diſpleaſed ſhe took care of him in his Sickneſs. 
She had all Things proper made for him, 
n | oo Ge 


puſn further upon cher 
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and her Husband as a Table, he Dined 
there every Day, when he had nat} his Fit, 
and {till found ſome Indiſpoſition; to 1 
with the Sigrora, and profit by her Hu 

band's Abſence; he could not live from her, 
who on her part was uneaſy when he was 
not with her. Never had any more equal 
Sentiments, and when Dos - Franciſco ex- 
plained! his Thoughts, he had penetrated 
into hers, as if ſhe had ae, 63 her 
ſelf; 8 as ſhe hated: Diſſimulatien, ſhe ſuf- 


fered him not to be ignorant of the Pro- 


greſs he had made in her Heart; but at 
che ſame time telling him, he muſt bound 
all his Deſires. In vain he endeavoured to 
\ 1rtue, it was 1m» 
pollible, and te found he ſhould loſe all if 
he perſiſted to gain more, therefore muſt 
be Lind with what ſhe granted, ſince 
ſhe was reſolved to put Bounds both to her 
Revenge and Virtue ; but promiſed him all 
the Tenderneſs he could: deſire of her, yet 
that he muſt never ask any thing beyond 


it. The Conditions of this Treaty was ſo 


well obſerved, that Don Franc iſco ſwore to 
me, tho being often alone with this Lady, 
he never dared. offer the leaſt Breach of 


| Articles, After having ſtaid ſome time near 
her, he: was obliged to depart; their Farewel 
Was very tender, and the Signora promiſed 


ever talove him ; with this Aſſurance, i . 
We EO -1 8 


Dres XVIII 201 
left her ſumtthiiig leſs afflicted. Some time 
after ho received: Orders 46 ſerve; in Ger- 
Mony, /whithii was an inoreaſp of his Sorrow; 
but not i being able to 'beofh far haniſhed 
from the Sgara wirhaut ſceing her, he 
once more went ta hir under pretence of 
conferring with his Commandant; en ſuch 
Matters which concerned his Duty : Hie found 
her as tender, ſincern aud virtuous [as be- 
fore, ſo nice and forupulous,” that hs would 
have ſeverely reſented: xt) if he had wiſh'd 
to ſee her otherways; ſhe affirming: thoſe 
that Love, ought to ſacriſiee all their De- 
| fires to the Perſon beloved, and to ſt iſle 
them for feat of diſpleaſing her, While he 
endeavoured to perſwade her hel Had les 
aim at-gratifyfing his Deſirè, then 4d ſer ure 
himſelf of her Heart, by the real Marks af 
her Tenſlerneſs. This Diſpute laſted long. 
but the Sg was not of a Humoun te 
give himlerrtain Marks of her Truſt, nei 

ther to ler him go away diſcontented yg they 
. found a middle way, they: ſettled qs Car: 
reſpondence by: Letters,: feier mittiug im 
to write lwfiatever WAs um HIS Heart) an 
promiſed ud Anſwer hint bn the ſatng:(cbap* 
ter. He was fain to be contented wifh $hys': 
During threw Vears abſenoe they /contioued 
writing extraordinary fine Letters, me of 
which I have ſeen full: of noble Sentiment, 
oxpreſled in an elegant Stile, in which — 
N 1 8 "TI peared 
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peared a ſolid Virtue and Exactneſs. After 
three Vears Abſence they had the Pla- 
ſure of meeting again, but ſtill upon the 
ſame foot, tho the Abſence of the Com- 
' mandaat, who was gone to Court, gave 
them an entire Liberty during this while 
they were alone in the Country. Don Fran- 
ciſeo {wore to me, that paſſing whole Nights 
together in the Heats of Summer, in the 
Air with the Sigvora, he had never dared 
ſo much as to mention the leaſt tickliſh 
Propoſal, knowing it in vain, and alſo not 
to break in upon their Articles, ſhe having 
ſo accuſtomed him to her Terms, that he 
thought himſelf more happy if ſhe per- 
he had obtained the laſt Favours from any 
other Woman: He was ſure he as beloved, 
aud had ſo great a Joy in being ſo by a Per- 
ſon of ſuch Virtue, that it augmented his 
Eſteem and Paſſion for her: He told me one 
DV hearing Maſs together, in the: Facobins 
Church, he was ſeized with ſuck an Enthu- 
ſiuſm of Tenderneſs, that when the Prieſt 
elevated: the Sacrament, he -faid to her, 
Madam; I ſware before God, who I believe 
thete preſent, I will Love you as long as 
I breath. Lou will without doubt think this 
2 a ſtrange Expreſſion in a Church; but as I 
bave told you, the moſt tender Scenes in 
Spain ate in the moſt Holy Places. Don 
— _ Franciſco 
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Franciſco was again obl iged to ſeparate. from 
his Siguora ;.the. Commerce. of Letters re- 
commenced, and continued for Five Years, 
without the Hlusband's having any Su- 
piciod; he knew very well the had an Eſteem 
for him, but nothing of their Correſpon- 
dence, ſhe took her Meaſures ſo — 4 
hut an Accident happened had like to — 
ruined all: The vj one Evening finding 
her ſelf fo ill, that ſhe thought ſhe ſhould 
not live an Hour; in this Condition, her 
greateſt Inquierude was to think after her 
Death Don Franciſco's Letters would be found, 
wherefore making an attempt in her Weak- 
neſs, after deſiring her Husband deal 
her alone for à few Moments, ſhe aroſe 
and burnt them all, aſter Which ſhe got to 
Bed again, expecting Death, who gave ber 
Quarter for that time. When her 1 
was reſtored, ſhe received and writ ſeveral 
others; but one Day going to Maſs, and 
leaving her Keys in her Cahinet, an offici- 
ous Servant acquainted her Husband, her 
Miſtreſs had left her Cabinet open; the 
curious Spaniard tumbled Things about 
till he found a Letter, which awaked his 
former Jealouſie, and, made his Wife, 1 
the Eſſects of it: She ingenuouſly confeſſed 
the firſt looked upon Don Franciſco only as 
the Inſtrument of her Revenge for his In- 
hehe, - but after n could not reſiſt 


having 


E 


Ar e n 
; — An ba Of 18 but her Virtue 
"hit yever permitted: her f ige a ſtep fur- 
ther} chat le Is not a Weman capable of 
ying- her Revenge to'malkiyg Rep 
dim.” The Hasband finditig'rhe ſtretgth 
A of" this Reproach, difſerBle&" his Anger, 
and refol ved to Watch her, to ſurprize Tone 
| — the Lerters ine Writ to B Frantiſeo, © to 
Fe if he couſd not find ſome Proof of her 
955 Infidelity ; and onę Day when be 
ö _ nad written, he went himſelf 
bees ber! EY Letter N Poſt- Office, 
Mare = er o in Attempt 
might be, a e being "Sacred in Spain; 
1 2 207 what he feared, on the 
ſhe's ins him With what 3 
- - 5 — "the N 
| e Wit ie'feared nothi 
fakes her 4 of her Copiſcience, 15 
whoſe Trzanquitity the was at Peace, and 
Wiited'the are Which was pre ared for her, 
| m niet t rmed on her ſcore, 
rize if he received none of 
ers, Ange ne could not write with- 
24 12 A ving many Aſſurances of 
: Thie Husband was con- 
eee at ſo many Occafions of Com 
pPflaitſt and 'Admiration in this Letter; he 
eduld not — * Fittiour Rage of his Wife's 
Epgag ment, but her Virtue charmed him; 
but at laſt having maturely conſidered what 


een he 
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he dught to do tin 1b nice a Caſe,” her. 
jected all vipletit Reſolutions, and too that 
of carrying his Wife to Court, ordering his 
Coacli to be got ready immediately; but 
his Coachman falling Sick the firſt Days 
Journey, rather than ſtay till he could get 
another, he cauſed one of his other Servants 
to drive him, who overturned them upom a 
Bridge into a Ditch; all this Contrivance 
being to prevent Don Franciſct's\ being in- 
formed of their Journey. This poor Lover 

on the other hand receiving no Anſwer; 
was in the greateſt Perplexity, not know- 
ing what to think of this Silence, he reſol- 
ved to hazard all for all, and took. Poſt to 
his Commandants; where they told him 
he was gone, then he enquired for his 
Lady, but was extreamly furprized; that ſne 
was abſent alſo; when one of the Servants 
pitying his Aſtoniſnment, acquainted: him 
they were gone to Madrid; Don Fronciſes 
made all the haſte poſſible to overtake them, 
without ſucceſs, the Commandant having 
taken all the By: ways, ſo that altho' his 
Duty called him to Barcelona, his Love 
carried him to Madrid, while the Husband 
was contriving to wean her from her In- 

clinations. After ſome few Days Journey, 
he endeavoured to be reconciled to her, 
telling her he had taken the Letter ſhe writ 
to Don Franciſco, Which had calmed all his 

* e Fears 
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Fears, and deſtroyed his Suſpicions; that 
2 Virtue: like hers deſerved Trophies, no- 
thing being ſo difficult as to reſiſt whom 
one Loves; that he admired her Wiſdom; 
notwithſtanding all, he thought it Pru- 
dence to withdraw her from ſuch Oc- 
caſions, and by never parting more from 
her, make her forget her Inclinations, and 
by his future Tenderneſs alſo the Sorrows 
he had cauſed her, which he hoped might 
be expiated by thoſe ſealouſies ſhe had 
made him ſuffer. The Sigrora who had a 
Generous Heart, was very eaſily brought to 
a Compoſition; - and they arrived at Court 
very good Friends. Don Franciſco dared write 
no more, and knew not what to think; 
but at laſt he reſolved to write directly to 
his Commandant about ſome Affairs which 
concerned the Service, with Directions how 
to write to him, hoping the Signora might 
ſee the Letter and make her Advantage 
of it. This happened according to | his 
wiſh : The Signora finding where he was, 
Writ to him, which Letter was ſent: after 
him hither ; giving him an Account of her 
Journey and the Reaſons cauſing it: Theſe 
were the Motives of his Deſire to obtain 
his Liberty with ſo much earneſtneſs, and 
made me intereſt my ſelf in his behalf, 


OY hoping he will be ſoon exchanged, and be- 


ing pleaſed to contribute to it: It is ſo 
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noble for u Woman to love ſincerely and 
without Weakkneſs, that I cannot ſufficiently 
admire Sgνν © Margarita, Aſter this let 
not our young Beaux and Rakes, nor others, 
after their Example, who give themſelves 
ſuch falſe Airs, preſume to ſay there is no 
ſuch thing as Love, without Guilt and 
Crime, or that there never was, but in 
the Imaginations of Calpreuede and de Scudery, 
that Men were never ſuch Fools to be fed 
with Smoak; here being an Example which 
gives the Lie to all their Aſſertions; for in 
ſpite of the Depravation of the Age, there 
are Women who can keep themſelves within 
the Bounds of Virtue, and even Men who 
know the Value of à Generous Heart, and 
who are ſufficiently Rational to be content 
with the Poſſeſſion of that alone; but to 
our Misfortune ſuch Examples are rarely 
found in Paris, where no more generous 
Paſſions are to be met with. After having 
obtained Monſieur de Vendome s Leave for 
Don Franciſco's Exchange upon the firſt Op- 
portunity, and my Husband's diſpatch of 
his Affairs, which brought him to Perpignan, 
we came to Mount Louis, where Monſieur 
D' Uran, Uncle to Madam P. Urban'of 
Avignon, who is Governour of the Place, 
who treated us extream finely. Monſieur 
de Meillian, Biſhop of Ulet, Succeſſor to 
the lltuſtrious Monſieur de Poxillan, whoſe 
8 . Piety 
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Piety and Steadineſs are ſo celebrated, en- 
rertaingd us alfa magnificently in his Epiſ⸗ 
| opal Palace: and after having paſt 
practieable and, Almoſt unpaſsd ways, and 
_ elivdbed: Mauntaios fit: only 2 the Wild 
Goats abroad: whotnby aſcending and de- 
ſrending, wich ſeveral Wild Beaſts;: we have 
brought with us, and abundance of Game, 
we ate arrived here. I wiſh L were nearer 
you, that I might ſend you both white and 
red Paritidges, which I never ſaw but in the 
Dyrencan Mountains; the Country we came 
from is. ſtored with good Choice, but not 
paſſable by Coach z; wherefore! L was obliged 
to ſend mine about and Travel in Litters. 
This Letter being already full enoughy 1 
will not make longer Particulars of all 1 
have ſeen in this Mountainbus! Country, 
nor of the City of Perpigrar; for beſides, 
that I made no long Stay there. The Hi- 
ſtory gf Maygarita and Don Franciſco have 
led me too far, and: I ought nt to abuſe 
your Patience further, nor my dn Weak- 
neſs; for conſideting the long Journey | 
bave made, I muſt needs have oceaſion for 
Repoſe; yet I cannot abtain it, I being ſo 


_ mark did me the Honour to make me one, 
and the Lords with him, having aſſured me 
tte Peace. will be ſoon concluded, and hi- 
9 GO 1, have: obſerved that all their News 
| has 
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has proved true; here is an Acagler 
Wits, where every Lear they mike ſort 
of particular Verſes, which muſt be em- 


10 2 


ployed in the King's Praiſe, © and müſt be 
followed by à Prayer of Foyr Lines for his 


Majeſty, and one Latin'Senteqce proper for 
that Subject; they are ſent round'the King- 


dom to divert our Wits, and thoſe who 


ſucceed beſt obtain the Prize. I have ſent 
you thoſe which were adjudged to be ſuch, 


| written as they Tay by a Woman' of "Quality, 
the manner ſhe has taken to praiſe the King 
in whats truly mis own, bas ſomething 
new and delicate in it, which has given it 
the Suffrage of the ſudges; 


* 


pray give me 
your Sentiments upon it. 


ö — 


— 


Were I great Monarch more 


Thay Venus Fair,; & 
Race / Kings, © 
To all tbe Demy Gods el 
Pd thee ee: 

Loud Fame ſhould boaſt where 

She ſpreads her Wings. 
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. The Sentence. 
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I cannot better finiſh this Letter, than by 
my Vows for his Majeſty ; and my Aſſu- 
rances to yqu Madam, that 
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tos OT the laſt, Madam, DIR is a 
5 38 Peace, and the King received 
the News of it Yeſterday by 


the Son of 


% who i is one 


and; What is re- 


of the plehipo ts ries; 


markable, i, that he knew & before his Ar- 


rival; who det eig % Fatigue his little 
Perſon, reſted-tſten Þy the way, and ſpread 
the News he was*e£&f\manded to bring. 
The King was ſurprized he 'was not arrived, 
and ſaid at Table he could not imagin what 


ſtopp'd Monſieur de Cetty on his way; Sir, 
aid hs Dutcheſs de Choiſcal, he is the worſt 


Courier in the World; for not long before 
he pfomiſed to wait on her in a Journey, 
and left her upon the Road; they laugh'd 

at her Panegyrick upon Certy, who brought 


the News after it was PRO. . As they 


* 


N of 
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ſay it is net advantageous to Fraine, ſo 
tliere is no great Rejoycing for it; but it 
has furniſh d Matter for a great many Satyrs 
againſt the Plenipotentiaries, and the; Court 
it ſelf; this troubles the King, who expected 
to have heard great Rejoycings for it, and 
having ſigaified his expectation, theſe Verſes 
were mage upon it. 


The King, tbey ſay, is much ſur pris d, 
| The late new Peace is wot morepriz'd; 
: © That. the Pariſians are ſo flow, © 
Aud nought but an Indifference ſtow. 
To Cali their Griefs, and Hearts to raiſe 
Tbere muſt be found out other ways: 
A. Enemies treat them no more, 8 2 


| What thou has raviſhd ſoon reſtore; 
Aud F tres of Joy il blaze all o're:) 


The King of England, whom they call 
King William, to diſtinguiſh him from him 
at St. Germains, has ſent hither his Favourite 
my Lord Portland, his Ambaſſador Extra- 
ordinary to the King; Monſieur Odite com- 
ing with the ſame Character from the 
States General; they made Magnificent 
Entries, and at preſent it is pleaſant to ſee 
Paris, with a Prodigious number of Strangers 
and glorious Equipages with great Expence. 
King James whom they had flattered with the 
—_— TT, plwKkẽeaſing 
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t ßplenſing Hopes of re- aſcending his Throne, 
_ —- \add/who ſeems at preſent, as if he had no 
more thoughts of it, and finds the Secret 
to rejoyce, as if he had renounced it, for 
the Peace which is made to his Coſt; be- 
ww - cauſe, ſays he, now I can eaſily ger Exgliſh 
HrHorſes again; What fay you to this? Is it 
4 Fortitude or Indolence, I cannot gueſs, you 
may think as you pleaſe, and as you ſee 
proper. I admire with you the Sentiments 
of the Catalonian Lady, of Wwhom you 
were pleaſed to give me the Hiſtory; her 
Character extreamly pleaſes me, but it is 
one of thoſe, which: it is better to admire 
than imitate. Here are Two or Three 
great Suits of Law, which. make a great 
Noiſe, crying about the Streets the Caſe 
of raiſing Money; which both riſes and falls 
at the King's Pleaſure: That of Boiſſergent 
is not yet determined; there are ſome not 
leſs extraordinary. Madam de la Pivarediere 
is accuſed of cauſing her Husband to be 
Aſſaſſmated, and Condemned for it in her 
on Country, to ſuffer the juſt. Puniſh- 
ment due to her Crime: She is brought up 
hither to have her Sentence confirmed, 
and the. Prior de Miſere, whom the Wit- 
gneſſes have teſtified to be the Aſſaſſin, was 
brought to Priſon loaded with Irons, the 
Orime being proved, all cxpected to ſee 
them at the Place of Execution, when on 
C Aa ſudden 


1 hh © 
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_ ſudden, a Man appeared, calling; himſelf 
Monſieur de la Pivardiere, and Husband 
to the ſaid Lady: He put himſelf voluntari- 
ly into Priſon, and Monſieur % Ja Piva 
diere having been aſſaſſinated ſeveral V ears 
ſince, it was asked him where he had been 
all that while 57 to which he anſwered, that 
having married another Wife, he dared not 
ſhew himſelf : in his own Country, but 
changed his Name, till heating his Wife 
was accuſed of his Murther, he thought 
himſelf bound in Conſcience to come and 
ſave her Life by declaring the Truth. Not- 
withſtanding this, the Witneſs ſware they 
ſaw Monſieur de la Pivardiere ſtabb d with 
many Wounds; this Man aſſured them he 
never received any hurt: But that which is 
moſt aſtoniſhing, is, that he anſwers all the 
Queſtions are ask d him; Madam de La- 
mus Who went to School with him, had 
the Curioſity to go ſee him in Priſon, and 
was ſtrangely ſurprized to hear him tell 
her all their little Diverſions when they 
were Children. The Judges can make nos 
thing out of all this; they believe certainly 
Madam /a Pivardiere cauſed her Husband 
to be murther d; yet notwithſtanding all, 
they cannot avoid acquitting her: It is up- 
on this Occaſion that D' Aucourt built the 
Model of his Play, called, The dead Huſ- 
band returned. The other is, The Trial of 


1 
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Fhe Fudges af Mantes, who; are alſo in Prifon, 


having: committed a moſt crying In- 
Jnſtice.- Ai Gentleman bf that Country ha- 


Doveted; becauſe it lay convenient for him; 

he propoſed to him to ſell it; but the Gentle- 
men not exceptirig his Purpoſe, the Judge 
{ant him word he ſhould repent. of it, and 
he kept his Word effectually: He cauſed an 
Ext Edquiry to be made into his Life and 


— Manners, and after a long Search he found 


fome People, who declared that tweaty 
Years paſt, he ſtole a Pig from the Curate, 
upon this he was ſeized, and then offer'd 


tis Liberty if he would fell his Land a 


good Penny worth. This poor Gentleman 


nad one Sbrove -T weſday cauſed the- Curate's 


Pig to be ſtoln only in merryment, to di- 


vert himſelf with the Prieſt's Covetouſneſs, 


whom he invited to eat his Share of it, 
and who never had made any Complaint 


dn the Matter; therefore he never appre- 


yn the Danger of its becoming the 
ocaſion of his Death, however the Judges 
of it made it ſo. Monſieur de Sontere, 
which was the Gentleman's Name, being 
condemned by theſe Injurious Wretches, 
and although he made his Appeal, they 
hang d 1 at Fourſcore Years of Age. 
This Judgment appeared ſo horrible, that the 


"Iu of the Mas came to proſe- 
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wing ſome Land which! one of the Judges 
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eute for the Revenge of the Injuſtice, 


Regiment of Chempaigse at their Head: 
Tha corrupt Judges are now in Priſon, and 
are already find forty Thouſand Florins to 
the Daughter of the Deceaſed... They ſay, 
Madam de Pontebartrain is made in the 
Criminal's Favour, and there was no leſs 
needful to ſave. their Lives; but it will not 
preſerve their Stations, nor keep them from 
Baniſhment, to which at leaſt they will be 
condemned. The Memory of the Deceas d 
has been reſtored, or according to the 
term rehabilitated; and the wicked Judges 
to make an honourable Amends at his 
Grave with Torches lighted in their Hands; 
but this won t recal him, and I think the 
Lex Talionis is juſtly due to thoſe who 
condemned him; ſure nothing but Injuſtice 
is ſeen in this World. Madam, the Dutcheſs 
of Nemours complains of what the Par- 
 liament have done in Favour. of the 
Prince of Conti, in the Aﬀair of Neufchattel; 
Which ſhe complains ſo loudly of, that 
| the made no ſcruple to tell the King, that 
if his Majeſty had a Suit with the Prince 
of Conti, he would certainly loſe it; up- 
on which there runs a Song about, which 
ſome believe comes from that angry 
Dutcheſs, and others from the Hotel de 
—_—— tral; piled 


Conti s 


and Monſieur Cicoderet, a Captain in the 
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. Heal LON the ne 4 Hearts, the People's 
Ae 50 Trutb; 
Now his falſe OVaideur, all bis Meaneſs ſhows, 
Aud does himſelf that Jaſtice which he owes : 
"He who war cal a a 8 now courts the) 
The Widdew ſues; : the p ath of Honour miſſes, 
Aud alt 7s more lle Achilles har ee 


oy 1 


"The Prince of Conti bad a Diſpute a 
"= Grand Prior concerning Play; and the 
King being informed of it, caus'd the 
Grand Prior to be impriſon d, command- 

: ing him to beg the Prince's" Pardon, WhO 
29 a Prince of the Blood might become his 
Eing, and therefore ought to be reſpected. 
The Grand Prior making this Step with 

"no great Trouble, Meſſieurs de Vendome 
kept in Pay ſome noted Poets, and'it is be- 
lieved the Song I ſent you came from 
them, as a Conſequence! of the late Diſ- 

pute, and was the Work or Compoſition of 
Palaprat. The Browneſt of the Lojſons 
= has newly married a Gentleman called Cor- 
, (which ſigniſies Cuckold) which Word 
agrees exactly, and fits his Condition; the 
Damſel being beautiful, and having made 
her beſt of it, by amaſſing ſuch a Sum as 
Has dazled the good Monſieur Cornu; this 
. 5 W 
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Wedding gave occaſion of many Jeſts and 
Raileries; 4 know who the Loiſons are, 

and I need ſay no more. The Marriage 
of the Duke of Lorain with Madamoiſelle, 
being the Seat of the Peace, has occa- 
+ fioned both - our Joy and Sorrow: This 
Princeſs is ſo ſo lovely, and ſo beloved, 
that we cannot part from her without 
Grief, nor but rejoice in her Settlement. 
The Duke of * Elbaeuf married her as near 
related to the Duke of Lorain; Madam 
wept exceedingly upon parting with her 
dear Daughter, whom the King had for- 
merly promiſed ſhould continue in France, 
and be married to the Dauphin ; but Poli- 
ticks had determined this Prince ſhould con- 
tinue a Widower, and the Princeſs was ob- 
liged to match in another Place: I know 
not how Conſcience could agree with all 
this; it belongs to Father /e Chaiſe, who 
directs the King's Conſcience to decide ſuch 
Caſes, and to us to be ſilent as to Ma- 
dam, to take Patience when Promiſes are 
broken; it is laid the King never deſign d 
10 keep his with her, that he only made 
it to ſweeten her Diſcontent for the Mar- 
riage of her Son. I could yet ſay many 
Things to vou, but the Poſt is going and 1 
#hey mall ve referred to another time. 1 
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From THOULOUSE. 


8 dam, for the Goodneſs with 
855 I 3% which you ſend me what paſ- 
A ſes at Paris; you cannot ima- 
ns magine what a Relief it is to 
me in this Place, where People are only 
judged of according to the Correſponden- 
_ cies they hold; this is ſo true, that the 
Women of Quality are not to be ſeen on 
'Poſt-Days ; a Servant has Orders at ſuch 
Times to ſay Madam is writing her Let- 
ters. Monſieur de Hermonville's Siſter who 
is married here to the Preſident de Mont- 
Frun, would have admitted ſome to viſit 
her on thoſe Days, when other Ladies 
would have it believed they are buſied in 
writing, this being -but a new W 
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knew not the Uſages and Cuſſoms of the 
Place : her Husband redreſs d her Error 
very quickly; Fie, Madam, ſaid he, a Wo- 
man of 'your Quality "ſhould receive no 
_ Viſits on Poſt-Days, and immediately gave 
buſid writing her Diſpatches. Judge by this 
whether 1 am not honoured in all Places, 
by thoſe Letters I receive from you, every 
Body makes their Court to me for a Sight 
of them, and at preſent 1 have a double 
Intereſt to wiſh J might receive them 
ofrner ; in the mean while they grow more 
ſcarce, and I dare not complain becaufe I 
fancy you have ſome more agreeable 'Em- 
ployment; that of the T honlonſan Lady is to 
divert themſelves at anothers Expence, and 
they who do it the beſt, bare the Bell, ha- 
ving a grent deal of Wit, there happens 
many pleaſant Scenes on this Subject, 
which entertain the Spectators alſo With 
diverfion. it is but à little while ſwor a 
Country Lady called Madam de la Riviere 
came hither, to follow a Law )- Suit: She 
went to viſn the Judges Wives, when Ma- 
dam de Frauft, and ſome others, who like 
her, nevet ſpare theit Neighbours, thought 
they could malte her a Tool for their Sport. 
Madam e 13 Riviere had Wit, but by read- 
ns, more than Knowledge of the World, 
which made it more eaſie to take her in 
1 = their 
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their Snare, they were to meet at Fraſcuti, 
and the Country Lady not knowing the 
Daniſh 8 Prince, deſired them to ſhew her 
him, but they ſhewed / her the Chevalier de 
Beuaec, telling her lie was the Prince, while 
the Chevalier acted his Perſon as they de- 
ſired him, he accoſted the Ladies as a Man 
that avoided the too great Crowd of his 
Court, and told them he was deſirous to 
breath a little free Air: The Lady would by 
all means have withdrawn, but the Coun- 
_ terfeit Prince wauld not ſuffer them, ask - 
ing with an unuſual. Concern what that 
Lady's Name was, whom he had never 
been ſo happy to ſee before, they told him 
it was Madam de la \Riviere, he ſeemed on 
a ſudden charmd with her Perſon, and 
treated her to make her a God- mother to 
her Child that he might have the fair 
Stranger to his Partner; then to ſupport 
the Character of his Country, he ſent: for 
Wine, and drank the Ladies Health, who 
pledged in Turn. Madam de la Riviere 
could not prevent this, ſhe being the He- 
roine of the Farce: The Prince deſired to 
ſee her at Madam Montaigus, the Preſidents 
Wife's the next Day, taking care to keep. 
her from any Body that might undeceive 
her, watching her even till ſne went to Bed. 


13 In 
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in the Morning two of theſe. charitable. 
| Ladies: came and carried her iu a Coach to 

the Place appointed, where ſhe found the 
pretended Prince in his Chair of State with 
his Footſtool, ſitting under a Canopy, and 
ſeveral Ladies finely dreſs d, with Gentle- 
men richly laced and embroidered, called 
Daniſh Lords, who compos'd the Prince's 
Court about him: As 3 Madam de 
a Riviere entred, the Prince ſhewed an ex- 
traordinary Satisfaction, and made her ſit 
by him, addreſſing himſelf always to her; 
a few Minutes after, the Prince was in- 
formed a Courier was arrived, who deſired 
to be admitted to him from the King, he 
fell upon his Knee, preſenting his Diſpatches, 
telling him, his Majeſty. having received 
Advice the Poles had elected him their 
King, rejoiced-to ſend; him the firſt News 

of it, and to aſſure him he intended to 
keep a good Correſpondence between the 
to Crowns. The Prince making the 
Courier riſe, preſented him with a — x 
Ring off his Finger for the good News, 
but he Courier refuſed it, ſaying, the King 
his Maſter let him want for. nothing ; then 


turning towards Madam de Ia Reviere, told 


her he laid his Crown and Scepter at her 
Feet, and would not accept them, unleſs 
ſhe would ſhare , the Royal - Dignity with 
him. They nd him that ſhe was 
We * 


| Mandana, and doubting 
| her, ſhe alledped all the : Reaſons” of Vir- 
tue, and whatever theſe Princeſſes had made 
to excuſe herſelf from excepting 4 
fers ; but the Prince would not be held in 
_ fulpence, 
Choice, endeavoured to acquaint Mate 
de al Riviere; that her Reaſons were out of 
Seaſon; and to convince her, cited Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan, telling her Kings were 
priviledged, and ought + to be conſide- 
red or treated Hke other Men. Madam de 
ta Riviere ſeeming 
Allegations,” they all beg 
with the neu / King, 
for their Brothers and Husbands; all Was 
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already married; at which ſeeming othou- 


_ bled; he reſolved however ſhe ſhould be 
his Miſtreſs,- defiring her to diſpoſe herſelf 
for her Voyage to Pola 
dy, who better knew the Oourts of 
and Alexander, than ſtie did the World, 


This poor La- 


Cyrus 


fancied ſne was become a S/atira' of 2 
- what was ſaid" to 


theſe 'Of- 


and the Ladies applauding is 


more wiclinable to their 


Id her Protection 
as alſo Em ents 


granted by this Prince, and 'the great Poſts 
in Poland were quickly diſpoſed of. Then 


4 enced the — which ptetended to come 
from Yerſailles' to act another Part, and 
with him ſeveral others, che Courier in His 


Robes and a great brown Peruke, with a 


Plaiſter upon one Eye, at the Head of the 
Parliament, making a pleaſant Harangue to 


* 7% > : s . 18 
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his Poliſh Majeſty, with which Name he 
treated the Mock Prince, who defired him 
to addreis his Diſcourſe to Madam de Ia 

Riuiere to whom he ſacriffcd all Things. 

The Orator prais d his Choice in the Name 
of the whole Aſſembly, complimenting the' 
new Favourite. I had juſt returned from 
taking a Walk, while thi was acting, and 
vonder d to. ſee ſo many Coaches at the 
Door; I ſtop d mine, to know the meaning, 
and was anſwered; they were acting a Co- 
medy above: Being acquainted with the 
Lady, I went up, and was an Occular Wit- 
neſs of the whole; they whiſper' d me in 
the Ear with the Subj ect of the Farce, pray- 
ing me to ſay 2 which migbt diſcover 
the Myſtery; though it was by no means 
pleaſing to me, I would not oppoſe it, but 
kept filence. Aſter the Sham Parliament had 
withdrawn, the Attendants deſired to paſs 
into a leſſer, Room where there was alſo a 
Canopy, under which the new King and 
his Miſtreſs fat: Several Liquors were 
brought, and after having drank; they went 
out, pretending the Room was too little, 
and that they ought not to ſuffocate the 
Prince, till they had left him alone with his 
Miſtreſs; only ſome of the Women ſtay d 
in the Anti- Chamber for Decency-ſake: 
The Prince being alone, puſh'd his Amorous 
ee but 5 Lady defended her ſelf 


till 
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till thoſe-in;the Room, who were on the 
* their Aſſiſtance became 
neceſſary. The Diſorder of Madam la Ri. 
viere's Head - dreſs ſnow d the Diſpute had 
grown warm, and ſome doubted; her Vir- 
tue was ſo ſnaken, that had they not come: 
in time, the Prince would have triumph'd 
over her Weakneſs. He came to us to ano- 
ther Apartment, where they were playing 
at Baſſe etté, and heartily laughing at this 
Adventure. Madam de la Riviere. as ſoon 
as ſhe had adjuſted her ſelf; came out of 
the Room where the Prince. left her, and 
ask'd. where the Court was; a Servant left 
on Purpoſe in che Anti: Chamber, told her 
every Body was gone, and ſhe might retire 
when ſhe pleas d; then ſhe found ſhe was 
mock d, and ſaid many Things which 
ſhewed both, Anger and Deſpair, going with 
a Deſign, to tevenge this Affront. That 
which is moſt extraordinary in it, is, That 
the Chevalier de Benac is above threeſcore 
Years old, and the real Prince of Deamark 
but Seventeen: This Affair occaſioned Ma- 
dam de la Riviere s Husband to come poſt, 
to be revenged on the Authors of the 5 
and the Count D' Atſeld, the Princes Go- 
vernour, to complain highly for uling the 
Prince's Name in it, and as is ſaid, he 
writ to the Daniſh Envoy. at Court con- 
ad the Natter, which: may! N 
| ' a 
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bad Conſequences if there be not Care ta- 

ken to prevent them by thoſe concerned. N 

As I had nothing to do in it, I quietly; ex- 


pect the Iſſue; e who acted the Courier, : | 


and then the Orator, was the Baron % 
Cabanac, who you have ſeen at Paris, and 
is known to the Dauphin. I remember one 
Day, when that Prince was at the Opera, 
he ſaid he was ſo hungry he could not tell 
what to do ; Cabanac took the Ball at the 
firſt rebound, running to a Paſtry-Cooks, 
and returning with a Plate filled with the 
beſt of his Art, the Dauphin ſeemed plea- 
ſed, and eat as if he were half ſtarvd, or- 
dering'a Piſtole to be given Cabanac, who 
was ſo mad he loſt the Honour of treating 
the Dauphin, that he was going to throw 
the Piſtole into the Pit, had he hot been 

perſwaded to put up his Reſentment. This 
Adventure proved not very happy for 
Cabanac, nor between our ſelves for that 
Prince. All the Talk here is of the Duke 
of Burgandys Marriage, and every one 
pretends to know Things, but I hope you 
will have the Kindneſs to let me have the 
$ Relation of this Solemnity from your own 


| | Hand, as alſo that of the Mareſchal de 


L Hopital's Widow; I know ſhe is ſuch, 

but that is all: I have ſeen her formerly 

at Palace- Royal, and there ends my Know- 
ledge ; but I have heard ſuch Things 

- 5 concerning 
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concernin 
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g her, which ſeem romantick;, 


and am aſhamed of being told any News 
of the Court in Gaſcony; ſend it me there- 


fore, and 
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believe I am ever with the ſame 


Madam, your, 
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you will not find me Guilty. Diſpenſe with 
me therefore for the preſent, from entring 
into a long Narration of Affairs, which 
would but tire you: [think alſo you ought 
to excuſe me that I give you not the Re- 
lation of the Duke of Burgundy s Mar- 
riage, ſince I can tell you nothing new 
upon it, which you may not ſee in the 
| Mercure Galland, there being all which 
paſs d in this Ceremony, wherein all Things 
were magnificent; and when it was time 


to conſummate the Marriage, the young 
15 Q 3- Couple 


PII TS ISIS IS Id" 


— 985 98 Have been ſo long without 
BY 8 writing, that I am really aſha- 
5: | 2 med of it; yet it is not my 
An Fault; and when I tell you 
ans the Reaſons which have. occa- 


ſioned my Silence, I am aſſurd, Madam, 
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Couple were put into a Bed, ſet up in the 
| Middle of a great Room, and: the Cur- 
_ rains drawn, where they were for about 
an Hour; after which, Monſieur de Bevil. 
liert took out the Bridegroom, and the 
Dutcheſs de Lnde the Bride, and' carried 
both to their Apartments. The Pavilion, 
inder which they had the Liberty to ſee 
one another nearer was taken down in 
a Moment, and diſappeared like the Pa- 
lace of Armida. Since which time, their 
Liberty is not permitted them; but they 
are continually and carefully watch d: They 
ſay it is the Duke of Burgundys want of 
Health which makes this Exact neſs be ob- 
ſerved; however, he endeavours to deceive 
the Vigilance of the Dutcheſs de Lude, and 
the little Princeſs is as much inclined to it. 
Ir is not long ſince, with the Help of one 
of the Women of her Chamber, he found 
a Way to hide himſelf in that of his Wife, 
and to get into Bed to her, when he thought 
the Dutcheſs was aſleep; but that Lady 
who lay in the ſame . awaked un- 
ſeaſonably for their Purpoſe, and obliged 
him to go to his Apartment: Next Morn- 
ing the Dutcheſs complained of it to the 
ee Who very ſeverely told the Dauphin, 
Lhavè been told, Sir, ſaid he, ſome Things 
have paſt, which may ruin your Health, 
Nad — i it : ” ſo no more; who 
% E 5 anſwered 
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anſwered with Precipitation, Sir, I am ve- 
ry well; and no more was ſaid of it. I be- 
lie ve they will have their Liberty ſoon, and 
perhaps, that may make them uſe it leſs. 
I have only obſerved theſe-little Circum- 
ſtances, ' becauſe. I ſuppoſe they are not in 

the public Accounts. The Duke of Berry 
grous daily more lovely, and has ſome plea- 
ant Sallies of Humour every Day. Dining 

with the Princes his Brothers, there were 
three young Rabbits in a Diſh, the Duke 
of Burgundy (melt to the Vents of all the 
Three, and took that he liked beſt; the 
Duke of Anjou did the ſame by the other 
Iwo, ſo that the Duke of Berry having no 

Choice, muſt be contented with the Third, 

ſaying, thou art very unhappy, there are 
three Princes in France, for had not that 
been, thou hadſt not been eaten. As he is 

very ſprightly, he has often little Freaks, 
for which the King confines him to his 

Chamber; but once when the Occaſion 
ſeemed greater than ordinary, his Sub- Go- 
vernour ordered the Windows to be kept 

ſnut, ſay ing, Priſoners ſhould not be 9 4 
ed to keep them open; X ou oblige me, ſaid 

the young Prince, ſince you give more op- 
portunity to diſpoſe ſo ugly a Countenance 

as your oun: Then falling to drumming on 
the Table, the Governour found that amils 
_y i as him not to touch the Table, 
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for ix did not belong to tim, for all there 
was the King's; Well, aid he, but you can- 

not diſpute but this is mine, and fell a 
drumming upon his own: Breech : His Go- 
vernout Häd all the Difficulty imaginable 
to keep a ſerious Temper, and the King 
laugh d heartily when he heard the Fancy. 
The Duke of Burgunuy is of a more reſer- 
ved and dark Humour, and many People 
prognoſtieate but indifferemly of his Reign; 
but he has appeared in very good Humour 
all this Carnaval, and ſeems more ſweet 
Temper'd. The Dauphineſs loves dancing 
extreamly, and as all are pleafed, ſne de- 
lights more in that than ſome other Plea- 
ſures whoſe Conſequences might be more 
dangerous, they let her dance her Belly full. 
The King often gives her Balls, and and all 
the Princes follow) his Example as a Law; 
ſo that all the Carnaval, there are almoſt eve- 
ry Day Balls at Verſailles. The Chancellor's 
Lady gave her one, which coſt her Fifty 
Thouſand Franks: After this I will tell you 
à great piece of Neus, which perhaps you 
know not, which is that the Emperor of 
Morocco has ſent to ask the Princeſs of 
Conti in Marriage, who you ſee carries her 

Conqueſts further then Hercules, for the 

Kingdom of Morocco is beèyond that He- 
roes Pillars. They ſay this tawny King, 

upon the Report he had heard of this 
101 „ lovely 
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lovely 'Princtſs's:Beauty deſigned to come 
Incognito into France; nay, that he was one 


of thoſt in the Morocco Embaſſador s Train: 


However it was, he ſeems wonderful Amo- 


Tous; and makes very advantagious Offers, 
but which the King has no Inclination to 
accept, and the Princeſs much leſs to go 


into Africa, who is much more pleaſed with 


the Delights of our Court, then to go over 


to the Monſters of that Country. This 


Oity much Diverſion; however, the King, 
who would keep ſome Meaſures with that 
Prince, has alledged the Impoſſibility be- 


caufe of the Difference of their Religion. 


As to the other Hiſtory you :defire, I will 
acquaint you, that Madam 4s L Hlopital is 
the Daughter of a Sempſtreſs of Grenoble, 


wliom the Clerk of the Old Counſelor fell 
in Lovewith, and after a long Courtſhip, was 


to have married her; but an Accident hap- 


pened which broke off the Match, and that 


the moſt ridiculous one could be thought 
on: The Lovers being agreed, they were full 
of Mitth, and the Day before their Wed- 


which offend at once both the Ears and the 
Noſe; her Beloved bluſn d for her, and though 


Flame 


ding, in a Dance the Betrothed had the Mis- 
fortune to have one of thoſe Sighs eſcape her, 


thei was in all the Confuſion pollible, yet 
he would not accompliſh the Marriage; the 
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Flame could not be great which ſo ſmall 
Wind could blow out ; as the Thing was 
but a Laughing Matter, ſo all the City 
Aaught at it, and the Old- Councellor had 
the Curioſity to ſee the ſbrlaken Bride, 
which doing, he was ſarcharmed, that bla- 
ming the Folly of his Clerk, he committed 
a greater, for he married this poor Girl, 
ho when ſhe found herſelf called, A Madam, 
_ 2the Counſellor's Wife, took upon het the 
State of her new Dignity, eadeavourivg by 
her Care and Application, to qualifie her 
ſelf with thoſe Accompliſnhments, which 
neither her Hirth nor the Education of her 
Parents could give her: She had all Sorts 
'of Maſters, and em played her utmoſt Un- 
_ derſtanding, to . her Mind, while ſhe 
continued with her old. Hus band, whom 
having learnt to manage well, he left her 
all his Fortune at his Death, which was 
very conſiderable. When be found her 
felf's Woman eſtabliſ d, and of ſome Qua- 
lity, ſhe would ſtay nodonger in her on 
Country, but came to Paris with, ſeveral 
Hundred Thouſand Livres, and the Tithe of 
2 Councelior af Parliament's Widow: She 
was accompliſn'd both in Body and Mind: 
and having enough to appear in the beſt 
Order, {he became diſtinguiſn d, and no- 
thing was more talkd of then the charm- 
ing Widow. The Mareſchal de ee, 
8 | | _ ta 
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tal whoſe Affairs were very much unſettled 
thought he might mend them by her; he 
courted her, and his Quality carried her 
from all the Pretenders; but the Mareſchal 
inſtead of eſtabliſhing his Condition ruin'd 
hers, and died after having waſted her 
Fortune. It is true, the Honour of being 
Widow to a Mareſchal of France, made 
her ſome amends for the loſs of her Eſtate, 


ſhe having yet left the Aſſiſtance of her 
Charms to acquire more, and they were 


worth her the Conqueſt, of Caftmir King of 
Poland, who after he had abdicated that 


Crown, as without doubt you know, reti- 


red to France, where the King gave him the 
Abby of St. Germans des Prez. This depriv'd 
King, charmed with the Graces of the Mar- 
quis, gave himſelf to her, and «though 
he was in the Orders of the Church, there 
are no Laws which are not to be diſpen- 
ſed with in the Caſe of Sovereigns: He 
privately married her, yet not ſecretly, but 
ſhe made it known, and he gave her all he 


could when he died, yet ſhe is not ſo: rich 


as her fir ſt Husband the old Counſellor left 
her; but ſhe is a Kings Widow, which is 
riſing very high for one that came from ſo 


low a Beginning. I know not whether what 


I acquaint you with is conformable to the 
Account you have met with at Thoulouſe, 
but this is the true one of the Marqueſs 
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de UHopital: I was at Madam D'Bleirac's 
with her, and T' obſerved, ſpeaking of King 
Cafimir, the always faid the King, my Lord, 
to ſhow'ſhe was married to him; no Body 
is ignorant of it, but ſhe is not permitted 


to take the Name of Queen, which alſo 
ſhe ought not to wiſh. The Humour of 


our Thbonlonſon Ladies is all Gaiety, and 


provided it was not to my coſt I could love 


their Converſation well enough. Give me 


ſometimes a fhare in their Pleaſures; but if 


you would give me a real one write me 


ſome Hopes of your Return, which I ex- 
pect with impatience; but you ſeem not to 
have any for coming hither, and my Nice- 
ty is offended at it; think then of ap- 
peaſing it and and anſwering my Tender- 
nels by the Marks of yours. 
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Pi. S. As I was cloſing my Letter, Iremem- 


bred in your laſt you defired of me ſome 


of thoſe Verſes, Songs, or Satyrs of the 


Dutcheſs of Maine s making; theſe follow- 


ing are ſuch as I can think of at preſent. 


Firſt, for the Duke her Husband, you know 


he is Son of the Prince, and that his 
Dutcheſs is the King's Daughter by Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan; you alſo know his Per- 
ſon; this is cnough to make you under- 
ſtand the Sence of the Verſes. For 
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lh fer the Dili TY Maine. 


We Sig bs, which from my Backfide fy, 
Halle to my Husband's Noſe and He; 
And all my Tender Paſſion tell, 

T ou Felt me how he likes ebe Tcl, 


Wy the Prince her Father-in-Law, upon ſay- 
ing he had not been afflicted with the 
Vapours all the Month 


O ſtrange ! What neither Wolf nor Cat, 
In 4 whol Month ! T wonder at that, 


For the Dutcheſs of Chareres, her Siſter, 


who has large Plump Cheeks and a very 


little Noſe. 
Fair P ur 5 
Princeſt Fair, 
Who the Devil Plac'd waar Noſe e, to AY your 
(A— ſe an Air ? 


% 


For Madam li Flrenfac whom ſhe be- 
lieved was in latrigue with the Duke 2 
Maine her Husband. 


Florenſac believes ſhe's fine, 
But that is no Opinion of mine; 
- ell fbe does, all ſbe can ſay, 

Night and Day, 


Is to get my Loggerbead © 
To Caſtle Gallardin o Jed, When 
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238. LzT TEX XX. 

When Madam de Florenſac was ; brovohe 

to Bed, à Lady, whiſpering to the Dut- 
cheſs de Maine ; .ask'd her who ſhe 
thought was the Father of the Child; ſhe 


anſwered aloud, dandling her Tabouret 
with her Foot and Singing, 


My Lord of Conti had a Hand, 
The little Date my Husband, 
Aud ſo many others, ſo many others, 
So many others, ſo many. others. 


For the Marquiſs de Laſſe, whom ſhe ac- 
cuſes of being her Husband's Mercury, 
I have already given you his Hiſtory ; 
ſo that without difficulty you will find 
this Song his Picture to the Life: i 


Impious Courtier, Soldier, * 
The Country Hero you diſcover ; 
Mbat not ſeen yet Forty Tear, 


4nd P—pto a young Prince appear 
Merit at Court runs very low, 


It don't the Worth of Laſſe know, 


For the late | HP James. 


Lewis often James would dun, 
The Prince of Wales, is be your Son ? 
The Prince of Wales, is he your Son? 
Tas, if it like you, Son and Heir, 
As you of Thirteenth Lewis were. 
10S Ky aries" Tor 
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LETTER XX. 239 
For the KING. 


Lewis chuſes with great Kill, 

How can Lewis then chuſe ill; 
As by lame Admiral du Maine #s ſeen, 
MWitueſs Maintenon the Queen. 


The Dutcheſs made this which follows, 
Knocking and Singing at Madam de 
Maintezon's Chamber Door, where he 
King then was; and with the Dutcheſs 
Madam de Chartres, Madam de Conti, 


with Three others, all the Children of 
Love, who deſired to go in: 


We re balf a dozen paſt Fifteen, 
And worthy all to be let in; 

Open the Door, tis Love that leads, 
Love our, Parent for us pleads; 

We're all the fruit of Love and Sin, 
Open the Door and let us in. 
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